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CA1ft<>fAH*l — P&kwttirian ftcxldem Yas^ Amfoi 
wpht^R^ IQ Qw Monday wjtfa Egyp^ Ptesideai 

the peace pnicvsii, Piiles- 
ndd Sunday. ’^Thc two presdents 
etdn^ ^ threats which are purring pressure on 
d>e peace'' {noQuss^uod the sitimioo regarding the Mock- 
.(£ie is {w lexntode^” said Z&bdi Khudra, die faiesrin- 
i W Natfoaoi Autfaraity's (PKAj lepresenlarive io Cairo, 
The MO men. spiAe by teleptume Sanmhiy. >md Mr. 
Moharak^dSsL'ussed ebr hailed mrgotiatiafls with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu the {kcs’hms day, 
Israeti-Palestinisn udfcs ha%^ he^ halted since Israel 
began wofk in March on a new Jewish seolenient in 
Arab espJ Jcfusafem. Tensions foT t ii y f when 14 

Lsnielk were killed in bom^gs in Jerusalem on July 30. 
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An independent Arab political daily 


Jordanian medical aid to reach PNA today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Upon directives from His Majesty 
King Hussein, a shipment of niedic:il :iid will be sent 
today to the Paiesiinian National Authority’s iPNA) 
territories. Minister of Health and Health Care .Ashraf 
Kurdi cooidinated with his Palestinian counicqian. 
Riyad Zaanoun. on measures concerning the transport 
of these supplies to the PN.A. 
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Majali discusses ‘boycott’ tension 
with 5 pro-poll opposition parties 

ing the Ministry of Justice 


By Francesca Ciriad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

;V.MM.AN — Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Satam Majali yes- 
terday discussed with lead- 
ers from fi\e opposition 
parties willing to p^icipate 
in the Nov. 4 electioas pos- 
sible measures to ease ten- 
sion between the governr 
men! oud the other pro-boy- 
cott c^jpoRitioa parties. 

"I had the impression that 
the prime nlinisier was try- 
ing to study the siiuolion 
and gel ideas to carry on the 
dialtigoe" with thc oppoai- 
tinn ^ou^. one paiticipom 
in Satorday's meeting told 
the Jordan Times. 

With their refusal to join 
ihe Islamists and other four 
opposition groups in their 
call for a general boycott of 
the priis, the five ieft-Jean- 
iog op^sitibn parties have 
placed themselves some- 
what in between the pro- 
goveinment wing, dominat- 
ed by the National Constitu- 
(iond Party tNCP}. and the 
pro-boycott ' opposition 
groups, led by the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

The resumption of the 
government-opposition dia- 
logue - next week, 
announced by Minister of 
Stare for . Inforroaiion 
Afiaizs Samir- Mutawi on 
Saturday, yvili. aim at find- 
ing cotnirion grolmds and 
put toother a list of feasi- 
ble requests the govenunem 
can ineeL 

Henoev yesterday's 
''teciHm^satiGe** meeting 
between ^ Dr. Majali and 
leaders . of the non-boy- 


‘ cotting of^iosition parties. 

In the one-azid-a-half- 
hour talks, 10 repiesenia- 
tives from the Jordan 
Democratic People's Unity 
Party, the Communist Parly, 
the Arab Ba'ath Sociaiisi 
Party, tlie Ba'ath Progres- 
sii-e. Party, and the Arab 
Land Party (ALP) presented 
a list of measures they 
believe should be enforced 
in order-to ‘'create ihe right 
atmosptere and ensure the 
integrity** of the poQs, ALP 
Seertiory' General 

Mohammed Ouran said. 

Though the five parlies 
uie in favour of participa- 
tion. “that does not mean 
that we think that no special 
measures should be taken in 
order to guarantee the 
integrity and freedom of 
elections," Dr. Ouran 
stressed. 

The ivime minister dis- 
CDSsed the five parties' 
demands and "even agreed 
with us on some points, but 
he did not promise any- 
thing." stated Or. Oman. 

party repn^niatives 
brought up the sticky issue 
of the presence wit&n Dr. 
Majali's cabinet of some 
ministers belonging to the 
NCP and asked the prime 
minister whether he intends 
to leshuffie his cabinet 
ahead of the elections in- 
order to ensure the goveni- 
ment's neutrality. 

The lAF has repeatedly 
asked that Cabinet members 
directly Involved with the 
NCP, like Minister of Agri- 
culture Mijhem Khreisha. 
resign before the elections. 

Mohammed Kheir 


Keilani. a member of the 
NCP Executive Commiiiee, 
confirmed yesterday in a 
tele]riionc interview with 
the Jordan Times that "four 
Cabinet membeni are regis- 
tered members in the NCP," 
though only one of them. 
Mr. Khreisha, holds an 
executive position in the 
party. 

Mr. Keilani listed the 
names of Minister of Trans- 
port and Telecoiiuuunica- 
tions Bassam Saket, Minis- 
ter of Culture and Youth 
Qassem Abu Etn. and Dr. 
■Mutawi. 

Confronted in yesterday's 
meeting with the issue of at 
least one-sixth of his minis- 
ters belonging to cmk: spe- 
cific party. Or. Majsdi 
answer^ that “when he 
formed his cabinet (last 
Manrh), he could not have 
known that those ministers 
would join the NCP," Dr. 
Ouran told the Jordan 
Times. 

Hie NCP was offiqally 
announced in May, a^ it 
was bom from the merger 
of nine previous political 
parties. 

The meeting also dis- 
cussed the establishment of 
a joint committee including 
government . and party 
members to supervise the 
-elections and deal with 
election issues. 

"The commitlee could 
also {xovide a general 
framework for the govern- 
ment-opposition dialogue," 
noted Dr. Ouran. 

He added that the five par- 
ties’ demands to the prime 
minister included empoiver- 


with the respimsibility of 
declaring the validity of the 
upcoming elections. 

According to the prereni 
system, the new ParJiamem 
will declare whether elec- 
tions were legal and consti- 
luuonal. 

Dr. Ouran also said the 
party rcpre.senUitives asked 
Dr. Majuli to halt ihe Min- 
istry of Interior’s ongoing 
inspeciioos on financial and 
Don-financial party affairs. 
He said recent measures 
taken by die Ministry of 
Interior to evaluate the par- 
ties’ compliance with the 
1992 Political Parties Law 
"are not helping to ease the 
already tense atmosphere 
between the government 
and the parties.'* 

The meeting also dealt 
with regional issues. 

Dr. Ouran said the five 
parties demanded the boy- 
cott of the upcoming Mid- 
dle East and North Africa 
(MENA) Economic Sum- 
mit scheduled to be held in 
Doha in November, in 
protest against the hard-line 
policie.s of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ensour was pre- 
sent at the meeting. 

Party representatives to 
the meeting included Ba’ath 
Socialist Party Secretary 
General Tayseer Homsi. 
Ba'ath Progressive Party 
We-President Fouad Dab- 
bour and Democratic Peo- 
ple’s Unity Party Secretary 
General Said Diab. 


U.S., Jordan to sign agreements lYiesday 
providing $100 million in additional aid 


AMMAN (USIS) ^ Jordan and the 
Unhi^ States wiD Tuesday sign two 
agreeineats under which Washington 
will proviefe Jc»dan with additional 
ccononuc and development financial 
assistance totalling $100 million for 
this yean 

These grants will be made avaihd>Ie 
thrpujgh Jhe Peace and Stability Fund 
wl^fa U.S. President BUI Qinton 
annomreed in June during the visit of 
Ifis Royal Highness Crown Prince 


Hassan to the United States. 

h4r. Clintmi said then that the fund 
was established in i^pieciation of the 
constructive role Jordan is playing in 
building peace and stability in the 
Middle East 

The agreements will be signed at the 
Minis^ of Planning by Minister of 
Planning Riina K^taJtf and U.S. 
Ambas^or to Jordan Wesley W. 
Egan and Director of the United States 
Agency for International Develop- 


ment in Jordan Lewis Lucke. 

During the same ceremony, a third 
U.S. govenunem grpt agreement will 
also be signed providing $3.4 million 
for the Peculation and Family Health 
Programme in Jordan. Activities 
through this programme are designed 
to address the demand for family plan- 
ning services and to enhance the abil- 
ity of the government to sustain 
important gains in maternal and child 
healthcare. 


Suspected Algerian militants kill 
38 in ongoing bloodbath — paper 


PARK’ (R) — Suspected 
Isiami^ r^ls kill^ 38 
.civiii^ in two Algerian 
villages and aboard a train 
in the latest attacks nqxsrted 
by the Algerian press Sun- 
tfa.y. 

News of the killings coin- 
cided whh survivors of 
another massacre telling of 
the honor in their village 
when 64 people were 
slaughtered and 15 girls 
.kidnaj^ied. 

"Hid^ behind a rock, 1 
saw (he criraina]s...pusfa a 
score of pec^le into a court- 
yard to cut Ukit throats... 1 
heard my sister crying out 
. when th^ slit her throat," 
-Mmimnmad Sberrif, 39, 
told L'Authentique newspa- 
per. describing the scene in 
Souhane village late last 
week. 

Sunday's reported toll 
brings to more than 1(X) the 
nuix^r of Algerians killed 
in the past three days, with 
at least 21 young women 
also being kidnz^ped. 

Algeria’s main Arabic- 
ianguage newsp^r A1 
Khabar said an aimed 
group.cul the throats of 20 
people at the end of the 
wedt in Paid A1 Batma, 
near Djeifa, capital of the 


province of the same name 
some 225 kilometres south 
of >Ugiers. 

The group took away six 
young girls. 

Most kidnapped giiis, 
sometimes as young as 12, 
are taken to serve as "tem- 
porary brides" to tiie rebds 
before being killed. 

The newspaper, quoting 
local sources, dso said that 
at Ain A1 Mabed, also near 
Jel^ an armed gi^p 
overnight Thursday-Friday 
killed 10 other p|Mple. It 
gave no other details. 

l\vo bombs blasted a train 
Saturday, killing eight peo- 
ple and woun^g 22, A1 
Khabar said. The attack 
was the diird recently on 
trains linking western Alge- 
ria to tiie capital. 

A1 Khabar said one bomb, 
placed on the rail track 
between two stations at 
Oued Jer and AJ'Afroun in 
Blida province, wrecked 
the fira coach. Another 
bomb went off minutes 
later as passengere were 
trying to flee the wreckage. 

There has been no official 
confirmation of the attacks. 

But in what diploipats 
view as tacit confirmation, 
the official Algerian News 


Agency (APS) Sunday 
inchid^ in its press 
roundup a reference to the 
Souhane massacre. 

At the weekend, a hospi- 
tal doctor reported the 
killing of 64 people 
overnight Thursday in 
Souhane village in Blida 
province, 50 kilometres 
south of the Algerian coi- 
tal. 

One resident, Abdul Rah- 
man Aliouet, 64. said be 
was woken by cries at 11.30 
p.m., realist what was 
happening and grabbed his 
granddaughters. 

"1 went to die door. There 
1 was hit by the blast of a 
sawn-off shotgun which 
blew off my arm. My 
granddaughters continued 
to run, v^ch is what saved 
them...," he told L'Auihen- 
tique newspaper. 

“Thanks to tire dark, I was 
able to hide bat saw them 
cut the throat of my son-in- 
law and my two other 
granddaughters, pat diem in 
the garage and set it on fire. 
Then drey kidnapped my 
daughter." 

The newsp^rer added, 
"Fatilba Shexrif is 10-year- 
old and second in her class. 
Hit in the stomach by two 


bullets and left for dead, 
she calls for her father who 
is dead." 

Violence erupted in Alge- 
ria after the authorities in 
January 1992 cancelled a 
geireral election in which 
the now-banned Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) had 
taken a huge lead. 

About 60,000 people 
have since been killed, 
including more than 8(X) 
civilians and 3(X) rebels 
since last June 5 when a 
fiesh general election was 
held. 

Some Algerian officials 
say the massacres are an 
attempt by militants to 
maintain an image of power 
after being driven from 
cities. O&rs say the 
kUlings result from a 
power-struggle between 
rival rebel groups. 

Algeria's prime minister 
and president have both 
attributed the killings to last 
desperate acts of "residual 
terrorism,” while opposi- 
tion groups say security 
forces have been involved 
in some killings. 

Diplonaals suspect a mix- 
ture of all this lies behind 
the slaughter. 




CYPRUS WILL DEPLOY MISSILES DESPITE THREATS: A 1996 file picture shows Russian SS300 air- 
defence missiles being prepared to be launched at a military training ^und in Russia. Greek-Cypriot 
Foreigii Minister Yannikis Cassoulidfs said in an interview published Sunday that his government is 
determined to deploy Russian-made missUes despite Turkish threats to use force to prevent their arrival 
(AFP photo) 


Ceasefire monitors say Israel should 


keep Lahad from attacking civilians 


TYRE (R) — An interna- 
tional group mooitori’ig the 
vk^atimis of the rules of the 
conflict in south 
called on Israel and Lvhanou 
to prevent attacks agaliiNt 
civilians after a week ot' 
fierce fighting in the region. 

"The group acknowl^gco 
that tlx^ cooperating with 
Israel deliberately fired 
artillery rounds into the city 
of Si(W killing six innoceru 
civilians — t»e of them an 
Infant, wounding 42 others, 
and causing e.xiensive {xtip- 
erty damage," the commitlee 
said in a statemem Saturday 
night 

The attack on Sidon Mon- 
day, in which local hospitals 
said kille d seven civilians, 
came during one of the 
bloodiesi weeks in south 
Lebanon since a 1996 cease- 
fire barring attacks on civil- 
ians. 

"The group concluded (hat 
it is incumbent upon Israel to 
keep those cooperating with 
it from carrying out such 
flttark^ and that it shall do its 
utmost to achieve this com- 
mitment," said the staiemenL 

Israel ^stanced itself fiom 


the attack. 

The ceasefire monitors — 
officials from Lebanon, 
Israel Syria, the United 
States and France — also 
condemned a HizboUah 
Katyusha rocket attack on 
nortirem Israel and urged the 
Lebanese government to pre- 
vent such assaults. 

They "acknowledged that 
a Lebanese anned gioiq} 
deliberately launched more 
than 50 Katyusha rockets 
into pr^ulated areas in 
IsraeL" 

"The group coireluded that 
it is incumbent iqxm 
Lebanon to keep Lebariese 
anned groups fr^ canying 
oit such attacks and thk it 
shall do its utmost to achieve 
this commitment," the state- 
mem said. 

One Israeli rivQian was 
ti^Uy wounded in the 
Katyusha attack. At least one 
loc^ acddenially lancfed in 
south Ldmon, injuring a 
Lebanese civilian, ^ group 
said. 

A source close to the cease^ 
fire talks said the statement 
calling on Israel and 
Lebanon to shield civilians 


from attacks contained 
stronger language than previ- 
ous ones. 

The group was established 
afier a 17-^y Israeli offen- 
sive in south Lebanon that 
killed 200 people — mostly 
civilians — in April 1996. It 
is designed to examine 
alleged violations of the par- 
ties’ pact not to target civil- 
ians. 

The committee began 
meeting Wednesday in 
Naqouia, Lebanon, south of 
Tyie. and ended talks Satur- 
day. It fielded 10 conqrlaints 
of aDeged violaticxis of the 
ceasehre deal. 

Pessimism has recently 
grown over the efiectiveness 
of the group as a growing 
number of civilians have 
been caught up in the blood- 
^led in the south. 

Sources close to the meet- 
ing had told Reuters that the 
ta^ were being hampered 
by Israeli refu^ to be 
blamed for the Sidon 
shellii^ and Lebanese insis- 
tence tiiat it accept condem- 
nation. 

Ten civilians, three Hizbol- 
lah guerrillas and one Israeli- 


backed militiaman have been 
killed in south Lebanon this 
week. 

The troubles began on 
Monday in the pro-Israeli 
militia enclave of Jezzine. 
just north of Israel's 15 kilo- 
metre.s-wide south Lebanon 
occupation zKXie. 

A roadside bomb blew up a 
car, killing the children of the 
late South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) commander of 
Jezzine, who died in a simi- 
lar blast four years ago. 

Israel's client SLA militia- 
men hit back by shelling 
Sidon. HizboDah retaliated 
by firing I^uyusha rockets 
into northern Israel, trigger- 
ing the Israeli air force's 
biggest attack into Lebamm 
in 16 months. Violence con- 
tinued Saturday. 

Israeli troops killed three 
HizboUah guerrillas in south 
Lebanon in tierce clashes 
that included air raids and 
artillery exchanges. 

‘The parties to the under- 
standing expressed great 
concern mer the increase in 
serious and deadly incidents 
in the last week...," the state- 
ment said. 


Israeli blockade hits Bethlehem schools 


hard; PNA rejects ‘student permit’ offer 


BETHLEHEM (AFP) — 
Palestinian officials said Sun- 


day they had rejected an offer 
laael to slightly ease a 
25-day-old military blockade 
of this Biblical town to per- 
mit pi^nls and teachers from 
surrminding villages to reach 
schools here. 

"It’s a matter of principle," 
said Mayor Nasser Hanna in 
explaining the dedrion to 
reject an Israeli army propos- 
al to provide ptqnls and 
teachers with special passes 
to enter the town for the new 
school year which opened 
Saturday. 

‘These are Palestinian 
lands, we cannot ask pennis- 
sion to move around in our 
own home." said Mr. Hanna, 
explaining that acquiescing 
to the army's |xoposal would 
have anxxinti^ to condoning 
Israel's closure policy. 

"The effect on the schools 
has been disastrous, students 
and teachers are unable to 
move between villages to get 
to their classes aM many, 
many sturtenis were missing 
because of this yesterday,” he 
said. 


Meanwhile about 150 peo- 


ple, including Christian cler- 


ics, held a demonstration 
against the closure Sunday 
outside the Cburrii of the 
Nativity, built according to 
. Christian traditi(Hi over the 
Irinfaplace of Christ 

Isr^l sealed off Bethlehem 
and other Palestinian-run 
cities on tte West Bank as 
part of sanctions imposed 
after a double suicide bomb- 
ing in Jerusalem on July 30 
which killed 14 people plus 
the attadteis. 

The so-called "intemal clo- 
sore" around the ocher West 
Bank self-rule towns has 
been Iffied but Bethlehem 
remains sealed, fxeventing 
most Palestinians tom enter- 
ing or leaving and keying 
away all but a baodfiil of the 
Christian ]^grims who pro- 
vide key support to the local 
economy. 

Israel defends (he toujriier 
measures here by saying they 
suspect the Jenjsal^ branl^ 
ing was planned and directed 
this area, \riiere Poles- 
tinian police in July uncov- 
ered a bomb-making labma- 
tory belc«igiDg to the radical 
Islamic group Hamas. 

But Palestinian officials 
charge the closure has no 


security implications and is a 
punitive economic sanction 
designed to pressure the 
Palestinian lead^hip to take 
more severe measures 
against militants. 

T see no reason why this 
siege should continue and 
why these holy places should 
be closed to pilgrims.” said 
Mr. Hanna, who added that 
tourism-related activities had 
seen a 95 per cent drop in 
business. 

"The closure has severely 
hh all economic sectns in tlK 


town." he said. 

Solah Tamaii, an elected 
member of the Palestinian 
Legislative Council from 
B^ehem, added angrily, 
"2000 years ufier the bi^ of 
Christ. Bethlehem i.s being 
crucified." 

A protest march against the 
closure here Saturday degen- 
erated into several hours of 
sporadic clashes between 
.sione-throwiiig youths and 
Israeli troc^ posted around a 
iew'ish holy site on the edge 
of Bethleh^. 


Israeli officer beats bedouin 


soldier, calls him *^dog' 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — The bedouin community enipced angri- 
ly Sunday over reports an Israeli army officer hit a bedt^n 
st^dier, called bhri "Bedouin dog" and doused him in oil and 
iKJt p^>per. *Wc view this very seriously.” bedooiri and for- 
mer career officer Hassan A1 Heb told Israel Radio. "Such 
people have no {dace in the army. This will definitely affect 
bedoinn recruitment into the army." The accused officer 
reportedly brake into the soldier's room, beat him. dragged 
Ism around the room, {XHired various .subsi^ces on him and 
said tyou piece of bedouin, you’re a bedouin dog," the radio 
report^ An army spokesman responded that the matter was 
being investigated a^ ‘if there was i^ny unacceptable bdiav- 
iou^ it will be dealt with." Around 85.000 bedouins live in (he 
Ne^ of wtKMD more tbaa half live in tents, and another 
38,0(X) live in the north of Israel. 
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Closure-struck Bethlehem a microcosm 

for deadlocked Mideast peace process 


BETHLEHEM (AFP) — 
Strangled by over three 
weeks of Israeli closure. 
Bethlehem has become a 
microcosm for the broken- 
down Israeli-Palestinian 
peace process, where threats 
have replaced cooperation 
and hope has given way to 
desperation. 

The Israeli anny siege on 
Bethlehem and its surround- 
ings entered its 22tb day Sun- 
day, the most visible sign of 
the test of wills between 
Israeli and Palestinian leaders 
who blame each other for the 
deadlock in the peace 
process. 

Bethlehem is at the focal 
point of Israeli complaints 
that the Palestinians have not 
done enough to fight tenor- 
ism. and" of ^estinian 
protests that Israel is stran- 
gling them with unfair sanc- 
tions imposed after a July 30 
double suidcfe bombing in 
Jerusalem. 

Residents here said the 
deadlock was grinding down 
their remaining faith in a 
peace process tiom which 
they, peth^ more than other 
West Bank towns, had hoped 
to reap economic benetits due 
to the city's Christian holy 
sites and proximiiy to 
Jerusalem. 

What is left is growing 
anger and despair. 

Only some ISO people 
gathered Tliujsday outside 
Bethlehem's main tourist site, 
the Church of the Nativity 
built where tradition says 
Jesus was bom, to bear 
spe^hes protesting the con- 
tinuing army blockade. 

“This is just talk by politi- 
cians that does no one any 
good," said Issa Talbami, 
who worked in a Bethlehem 
hotel until the fifth day of the 
closure when his told 
him to go home because there 
were no guests. “Things must 
break at some point Either 
we call ofiF the Oslo [self-rule] 
accords and let everything fall 
where it may, or the world 
pressures Israel to stop what it 
is doing," Mr. TalhamL 26, 
told Agence France Presse. 

The Israeli army siege bars 
nearly all movement in and 
out of Bethlehem aiKi each of 
its sunoundlng villages, an 


“internal seal" which has 
already been lifted from all 
other West Bank cities. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
maintained a security seal 
around the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and has refi^ to 
band over millions of dollars 
to the cash-str^jped Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
(PNAJ. 

Israel Justifies the harsher 
measures on Bethlehem by 
saying they believe the 
Jerus^em attack, which 
killed 14 Israelis, was 
planned and executed from 
near the city, where Palestin- 
ian police forces uncovered a 
Hamas bomb factory in July. 

Mr. Netanyahu slammed 
Mr. Arafat Saturday for meet- 
ing witii Islamist groups last 
week in “national unity talks" 
which the Palestinians said 
were aimed at shoring up the 
PNA's popular support in the 
face of Israeli policies. 

“Arafat doesn't fight terror 
and then hugs the leaders of 
tenor." Mr. Netanyahu told 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine .Albright in a 
phone caU, Israel Radio said. 

Israeli officials also said 
Friday they were “deeply dis- 
appointed” by Mr. Arafat’s 
reftisal so far to arrest 
Islamists or move to disman- 
tle armed militant groups. 

After the U.S. also chided 
him for meeting with Hamas, 
Mr. Arafat insisted Satuixlay 
that he is “in favour of securi- 
ty cooperation M/ith the par- 
ticipation of both sides. Pdes- 
tinian and Israeli." 

But at the same time he 
called on Palestinians to cre- 
ate defence committees in the 
event that Israeli-Palestinian 
relatitxis take a turn for the 
worse. 

Tsrael is using security as 
an excuse to place obstacles 
in the way of returning the 
peace process to its track” he 
said. 

His views appear widely 
shared by Palestinians who 
have little or no trust in Mr. 
Netanyahu's intentions. 

“More and more people are 
saying they want war,” said a 
prominent Bethlehem restau- 
rateur, whose establishment, 
once frequented by Palestini- 



Iraq again calls for 
closer ties with Syria 
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B.AGHDAD (AFP^ — Iraq 
called for closer ties with 
its former foe Syria, saying 
they would benefit all Arab 
countries, as a Syrian trade 
delegation visited Baghdad 
on Sunday. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Said Sahbaf 
met the S}nrian delegation 
and stressed “the impor- 
tance of strengthening rela- 
tions between the two 
brother countries in all 
areas, in the interests of the 
Arab Nation,” according to 
the Iraqi News Agency. 

Mohammad Malki, head 
of the 12-strong Syrian del- 
egation, told Mr. Sahhaf of 
tile “determination of Syii- 


Mr. Malki, director of the 
Syrian Union of Chambers 
of Commerce, added that 
Syria “is ready to supply 
with all its needs in 
line witii U.N. accords.” 

A U.N. “oil-fbr-food” 
accord allows Iraq to sell 
$2 billion of oil every six 
months to finance purchas- 
es of food and medicine, 
under the first easing of 
international sanctions 
imposed after the 1990 
invasion of Kuwait 
The Sanctions Com- 
mittee has authorised Iraq 
to import humanitarian 
goods through its border 
with Syria. 

Iraq and Syria, ruled by 


legation of o 


their border two 

However, a delegation 
Syrian businessmen 
elled to Ba*hd«l ^ 

months ago to break the Kc 

since when the two conn! 
tries signed contracts with ‘'wi • 
each other for the first time ■> ' " 
since 1980. 
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The Iraqt-Syrian bonltr, -.^^rc 

reopened in June to 
nessmen. Traders and • 




industrialists from the two r.c-cni 

countries have 


exchanged several visits. L W-' 


I k ^ 


an businessmen to consoli- rrival branches of tiie Baath 
date economic relations Arab Socialist Party, broke 
with our Iraqi brothers.” off ties in 1980 and closed 


The infiuential Ba^ 
newspaper, run by Ptesj. 
dent Saddam Hussein'i 
eldest son Uday, called S^. 
urday for closer Zraqi-Syii. 
an ties to counter growii^ 
military coqieradqg 
between Israel and Ttukcy. 
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An Israeli soldier on Saturday fires a tear-gas grenade at Palestinian stone-throwers 
in Bethlehem, Some 300 Palestinians protested against what they called ^internal clo- 
sure' that Israel has kept on Bethlehem since ^e July 30 bombing of a Jerusalem 
market (Reuters photo) 


ans, Israelis and tourists alike, 
stood empty Sunday. 

“They say Netanyahu will 
never allow'peace. Of course 
Israel would win a war, but 


we have to break tills dead- 
lock." he said. 

“Up until now, people here 
thought Arafat was doing a 
good job. But now they won- 


der if this is the right way. 
People are even starting to 
say that maybe [Ftis Majesty] 
King Hussein might be b^- 
ler," he added. 


UAE stops licences for new foreign lawyers 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has stopped issuing 
licences for new foreign 
lawyers and given expatriate 
solicitors already registered 
in the Gulf country only six 
more years to practise their 
profession. 

The move is a prelude to a 
Kxal nationalisation of the 
legal profession as part of an 
overall plan to replace the 
large foreign woridfonce with 
natives. 

A new law published in 
the official gazette stipulates 
that all foreign lawyers must 


operate through an office 
owned by a national lawyer 
for an initial two years from 
the date of the publication of 
the law this week. 

The period may be extend- 
ed by the federal cabinet for 
another two years, and then 
again for a final two-year 
period. 

But lawyers who were not 
registered before the law 
was drafted on December 23 
ivill not be allowed to prac- 
tise the profession in the 
UAE. 

The new law was 
endorsed by UAE President 


Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan A1 
Nahayan last month and 
lawyers said it took effect 
last week. 

“New. lawyers seeking 
jobs in the UAE will no 
longer be granted licences.” 
a UAE lawyer said. “This 
will give a chance to nation- 
al lawyers to woik.” 

Hundreds of foreign layw- 
ers, mainly from Egypt, 
Sudan and Syria, work in 
the UAE. where expatriates 
account for more than two 
thirds of the 2.4 million pop- 
ulation and 90 per cent of 
the 9(X),0(X)-stiong work- 


force. 

The UAE, a major OPEC 
oil producer, has launched a 
drive to nationalise jobs to 
ease reliance on foreign 
labour and ensure work for 
its people following a surge 
in graduates from universi- 
ties and other educational 
institutions. 

The UAE decided last 
year to ban foreign lawyers 
frrom appearing in courts but 
it retracted that decision to 
give nationals more time for 
training. 

“That decision was imple- 
mented briefly as it creat^ a 


gap in the legal process. The 
new law gives six years to 
foreign lawyers and I think 
this period is enough for 
local lawyers to fill the gap," 
an Egyptian lawyer said. 

Foreigners began stream- 
ing into the UAE and other 
Gulf states some three 
decades ago. when they 
launched one of the biggest 
construction drives in mod- 
em hisioiy to build tiieir 
infrastructure. 

The drive was financed by 
oil export earnings that 
turned the desert region into 
one of the richest areas. 



exports 

13.5m 
barrels in 
eight days 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq has 
exported more than 13 mil- 
lion barrels of crude since it 
resumed oil sales eight days 
ago under its oil-for-food 
with the United Nations, 
Iraqi newsptqiers said Sun- 
day. 

“Over the last eight days 
smee Iraqi crude stait^ 
fiowing for the second six 
months of the oil deal some 
13.5 million barrels have 
been marketed," A1 Qadis- 
siya new^persaid. 

It said toe amount was 
exported via the T urkis h 
C^han port and Iraq's Mina 
Al-Bakr oil terminal in the 
Gulf. 

Iraq resumed limited oO 
sales last week under toe oil- 
for-food deal which allows 
Baghdad to sell $2 billion 
worto of oil over six months 
in exchange for food and 
medicines to meet needs of 
Iraqis, hard-hit by UJ^. sanc- 
tions imposed after Iraq's 
1990 invasion of KnwaiL 

Sales must be divided into 
two equal 90-day periods. 
After a twomonto delay 
waiting for a revised aid dis- 
tribution plan, Baghdad has 
few days to try to read) its 
interim SI billion target by 
Sept 5. 

Iraq said it could meet toat 
target and its Ofl Minister 
Amir Mohammad Rashid 
put Iraq's current oil export 
capadiy at 1.8 million bar- 
rels per day. 

Iraqi News Agency said 
on Sunday that a third super- 
tanker risked at Mina A1 
Bakr to be laden with 2.S 
million barrels of Iraqi crude. 


iiicadmin 


Man jailed for 21 years for raping 2 bolysLjjt PfllCStll 


DUBAI (AFP) — Dubaicriinmalcouithasjailedastateless 
Arab for 21 years for raping two boys aged 11 and four, Oe 
Gulf News daily reported Sunday. Ahmad Haidar Abdull^ 
32, was unxier tte i^uence of dntgs when be conunittedOe 
crime in MEoebu tiie pt^ said wUxiut giving a date fix- ite 
court -verdict 

UAE child killed in SMing gaUows 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — A nine-y^-old Emirati giri was 
strangled after Irer neck was caug^ in a rt^ kx 3 p as she was 
playing on a swing in tois Gulf country, newsp^ias lepi^ 
ed Sunday. Mariam Rashid Abdullah was rushed to ho^uiri 
but died on arrival doctors said. Her family said she was 
playing alone with her swing wlren tire rt^ tig^bteoed 
anxmd Irer necL Police are investigating the inddeia in de 
United Arab Emirates nothem -port of Fujdi^ 

Saudis warned against bogus companin 

RIYADH (AFP) — The Saudi commerce nmristiy warned 
its nationals Sunday to beware of bogus foreign companies 
tiymg to con (hem mto parting wito tiieir mon^. A minisiiy 
stateroent said that 'liogus foedgn complies tqietatn^ dit 
side toe kingdom recently sent Saudi citizens letters telling 
them they had won. prizes of money, gold or diamdi^ 
These companies ask citizens to pay a sum df mep^ b 
receive toeirpdzes,” the ministry added, urging Saudis id.te 
on toeir guard. 

Ihrkey detains 27 illegal immigrants 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish autoorities on Sond^ 
detained 27 people, mainly liat^, nying to enter neigti- 
bouring Gieew iUegally, toe Anatolia News Agency (^A) 
report^ The illeg^ immigrants, including 25 and 
twT) Iranians, were fcxind inride tire depot a large truck oo 
the Ipsala border gare, 200 Idlometies westof Istanbul, ANA 
said. Two Turkish refugee smuggl^ including tire track’s 
driver, were arrested. The illegal iinmigrants were under- 
stood to have been seeking asylum in Greece or eisewheiB 
in western Europe mainly to See ectxiraiiic haidsh^.ig 
their home countries, ANA added. In recent yeais, to^ 
sands of people fleemg mainly Iraq and develqmig Asian 
countries have been using Turkey as a intermediaiB oouniiy 
to infiltrate into Greece. 

s 

Iran to round up, expel illegal workers 

TEHRAN (R) — Iranis to cian^ down and deport fbirign- 
ers working illegally in Tdnan jnovince, an Iranian 
paper reported Sunday. ‘Tlli^al forrign citizens will be id^ 
tified. gathered in camps and tiien departed," tire Jtretooire 
Islami daily quoted a political and security deputy to Tfahoa 
ixovince’s governor as saying. Hassan SImrazi said Ac 
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action would take place soon. The measure is expected to ( .pij 
mostly affect migrants from war-tom Afghanistan as well ss ' 

workers from toe Indian subcontinent and Central Asaa 
stales. Iran’s government has estimaied tirere are srene 1.4 
millioa refugees in the country. 
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.IORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773W-I9 
PROGRAMME TWO 

...... ..........H..H.a...M.^^£i^toons 

15:00 .Gilleoe Sports Special TeL 637440. 

15:30 Deep Water Haven De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 

16:00 Animal Show laraSanciaCfauicfalel. 622366 

16:30 ............ .. ..........Ocean Gill Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 

17:15 Jrench Programmes Armeniaii Catbofic Cfanrcfa TeL 

19:00 News in French 771331. 

19J0 J^fews Headline Armenian Orthodox Church 

15h35 Neighbours TeL 775261. 

20:00 ....Comedy — Murphy St Ephraim Churdi TeL 771751. 
Brown Amiran Intematioiia] Chnrdi 

20:30 Bai^lon 5 Tel. 5516245 

121:10 Hiehlonder Evangelica] Lotheran Chnrch 

\22M News in English TeL 824328. 

22:35 .Emergency Room Gennan-spealdiig EvangeScal 

23:15 Homicide Congregation TeL 688404 

The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Churdi of Nazarene Tel. 

PRAYER TIMES «7»9l. 

The Evangellca] Local Church 
04.39 In Amman Tel. S1 1295 

wioiZrZrisiili^ English-speakiDg 

12J8 ...>J)huhr CathoBcs Parish Tel. 

16:15. ‘Asr <514190. 

19sl4«.«.. Mf^hreb 

20 J 6 . -Isha WEATHER 


TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND 4 




?• - 





- ^ 




13-J5 






13-J5 Frankfort <RD; 

17-.30 Kuwait (add) (W) tV l> i« > ciiims 


MuL/Mas. temp. 

Amman . _2(V30 

Aqaba 26G9 

Deserts. 18/34 

Jordan Valley. 24/38 

Yesterday's high leaqreranires: 
Amman 33, Aqaba 41 Humidity 
readings; Amnian 31 per cenu 
Aqaba 29 percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dc KbalOAlDisIiiq ..... 
Dc Wafiq QaddumJ 

Or. Nasser Ibrahim 

Or. Bafijut Bader 

Rras pharmacy 




CHURCHES 

SL Mazy of Nazardh Church 
Sweifieli, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Cburch TeL 
632785. 

St Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Churdi of the Annunication 


Bulletin suf^Ued by the Depan- 
mem of Meteorology 
Normal summer weather condi- 
tions will prevail with tempera- 
tures becoming slightly below 
average and winds westerly mod- 
erate to active. In Aqaba, winds 
win be northerly moderaie and 
sea.^ calm. 


.._757253 
...893542 
-.-830432 
.... S32642 
-..661912 

Ferdows phanmey 778336 

AJ Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh-pharmacy 623672 

A1 Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID; 

Dr. GhaaTa'amneh ...250OS0 

A1 Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Oe. Walk! Nabban ....... 995743 

Khalifeh pharmacy .985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Gvfl Defence D^onment — 661II1 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

— -630341 

Gvil Defence Emeigency. 199 

Rescue Balioe---192.fGlll 1.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police — 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel ComplainLs 605800 

Price Complaints .661176 

^Vare'& Sewee^eConipbRC - 8 ^ 
Amman Municipality Conqilaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (diiectoty 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repans 623101 

AtriaJi Tel. Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Ionian - 774111 

Water Auihoriiy .680100 

J. Electricitv Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co .636381 

RJ Flight Infoimation ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 
LuzmOa 


^630195 


Husarin Mofical Gen&c — 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 642441C 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas, J. Amman -...636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Ho^tal 845845 

Al-Muaslier Ho^tal .-.667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

AI-AhlL Abdali ...664164/d 
Italian, Al-Muhajreen .-.777101/3 

Al-Bashrr. 775111/26 

Array, Maika 891611/15 

Queen Alia HcspiiaJ -.602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Suigeiy -...-.865199 

ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Gov-i. Hospital 

(09)983323 

2^a National Hospital 

.(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Ho^taJ (09)986732 

A1 Hikma Modem -Hospital 
(ti9)990990 

IRBlD: 

Princess Bosnia Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

..... ...(02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nnfces Hospital 
(021247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hoqnial 

(03)314111 


FORTHElTtAVELLEl 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This iifontuuion is supplkd by 
Royal Jonbouan (RJ) uformtuion 
departmaa ai the Queen Alia iiuer- 
national Airport Td. (08^3200-5. 
•where it should always be verifial, 
Irformadon on other Jligitts can be 
svppUed on phone 08 (52700). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:50 Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 

08ri)5 Damascus (RJ) 

08:05 .Sanaa nU) 

08:35 Brussels (add) (RJ) 

09:30 — leddah 

09&45 — New Delhi (RJ) 

10:20 Dubai Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

11:55 .Beirut (RJ) 

15:25 ... Kuwait (RJ) 

17:15 .Cairo (RJ) 

17:30 London (RJ) 

17:40 New Yoik, Amsieidam 
(RJ) 

19ri)0 Bangkok (RJ) 

19:30 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

19:55 Milan (RJ) 

22:55 Kuwait (add) (Rl) 

04:10 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur 

(RJ) 


OSKIO Dubsd (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

13:45 Khartoum (SD) 

14:10 Muscat, Bahrain (GF) 


19:30 Amsterdam, Chicago (BH 


*%id 
>'or> 


'•ar. 


ttcim 

-» L 


21:45 Bahrain, Doha (W) ^ ^ ^ heirs. 

22 ri» Muscre(W). 7 <ttf,f^' ^ ^ four 

22:00 

22:25 .-Al ’ Ain. Abu Dhabi fee 1 ,^.^ 

14:10 Muscat, Bahrain (GF) 23:59 Damascus Dan Tic: 


OtharFB^its 


15:05 Vienna (OS) 00?45 

16:50 JD 6 ha(QR) 

19:50 ^Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:15 Dubai (EK) 

21:10 -....-Paris, Damascus (AF) 

21:10 3eiiut(ME) 

22:15 Cairo (MS) 



It non 


'“TTound- 
reic- 

06:15 Istanbul (nO^ ® 

0&45 
09:10 -. 


lstanDui\»*^ -«j. m 

.ioBtai flAT* m 

23d0 .Athens (OA) 15:00 Baterio (<^0 ai^ s.jxerT 

01:20 --Ansterdam. Daioascus (KL) )nnrtaam(SDl ' *»ish 

^ 15:50 .—Vienna (OSlii , 

^Wtog,(RW 1 •”„.Doh.(QSf^'*J=exhibiUo„ 

09:15 Arnman (Maria Airport) 23:15 

<RW) 2355 DamascDS, Paris nijn.^„v^ 

10:50 Aqaba (RW) (j 2 ^ Amsterdam (S'.: jj Hn 

A A T A \ /nVTfV .aA< K . VI 


told 


12:10 — Amman (QAIA)(RW) 

13KX) Amman (Marks Aiipoit) 

(RW) 

22:20 AqabaCRW) Royal Wings (RW) 

23:50 Anniian (Maika Airoorr) OtfcSO Araman (Maika Anpo^j'' k, PopuU- 
fRW) ^ 

09-.50 Amman (Maika Abpt**^,^jkT. 

:iS;S -—'SSS 

LNewYotkCRJ) 21d0 — Amman (QAIA)^ -niple 

13:25 London (RJ) 22:50 Aqatav*^' 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordaiuan (RJ) 

08:35 — .Beirut (RJ) 

09^^0 

10-A5 
U-.55 „A 


(RW) 

07*.50 

06:55 


• • •• ■ •« tl I 
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AMMAN PoSkt Sun- 
day. warned people not lo 
buy or "anciepi'* azte- 
Facts nim unaodKKii^ or 
uoli<^ased dealers team 
sued peddtefs after ancst- 
ing two pebjrie is Rc^ifeb 
Satoniay. repoitecliy 
were atumqjtzag to peddle 
forged amiqiie ftamea 
to sevdti iodividtb^jin the 


Dixvdor of die Criini- 
naJ Depmrtnient at the Pub- 
lic ^uHiy Department 
(PSD) XJetttQam Colonel 
Mohtmuiuid Qtfaah, 

14- Col. Qcb^ said the 
two men were arrested after 
a man and a woman in 
Zarqa. r^orted to police 
last . wcdc tbai dicy were 
defrauded of JD16.00Q by 
twomenl 



^ Zarqaaioa. 

According to police offi- 
ciaLs. (he two suspects, 
aged -44 and 32.^botfa-'iesi- 
deois of Zarga with previ- 
ous criininal records, were 
soUcfting \ weal^ Az^ 
and foreigners claims 

rhar they owned ancient 
golden |nec« , were 

ofSering for sale. 

This is IKK the first dme 
such - ah incident occurs, 
and we uzge people to stay 
away from street peddlos 
and to Tcsoit to ^Id and 
antique shops instead lo 
avoid being defrauded ” 


lyfo suspects showed 
the bii^ts what they 
claimed were samples of 
**ancieat gold pieces” a»d 
said they had 100 more 
pieces for sale for the 
ambunz of JD 16,000, the 
police conUnoed. 

"After the . buyers exam- 
ined a few pieces and found 
them to be genuine.” he 
said, "they (tltt suspects) 
pzvifziued to xetuni with tte 
remaining ZOO pieces after 
receiving JD16,000 for the 
entire purchase. 

”Biit the two men took 
the money and have not 
returned since to deliver the 
remainder of the purchase,” 


U. Col. Qthol) told the Jor- 
dan Hmes. 

Based on the buyers’ 
description of the two sus- 
pects, police located them, 
■sent an agent posing as a 
buyer, and caught the men 
attemixiag to sell two gold- 
plated stanies, he added. 

According to the police 
official, the two men con- 
fessed and said they were 
targeting foreigners and 
Arabs from Gulf councries. 

Meanwhile, In other inci- 
dents in the Kingdonv, a 20- 
year-old man was killed on 
the highway after a 
crude-oil tank truck be was 
driving rolled over and 
burst into flames, according 
to Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) repons. 

The victim, Mabdi Saleh, 
an Iraqi national, was 
speeding and lost control of 
tte vehicle. 

PSD statistics of 1996 
indicate that 29 praple 
were killed and 314 injured 
In SIS collision accidents 
involving tank trucks. 
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Pubjyic admimstration institute to 
assist Palestinian health miilistry 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
and the Pafestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) Sunday 
signed a pzxHocol on co<^ 
eration b^ween the Joidan- 
ian Institute of Pbblic 
Administraiion '(TPA) and 
the Palestine H<^ih Min- 
istry. 

Under the tenns of the 
agreemem, the -IPA will 
provide administrative and 
financial training for cadres 
employed 1^ the Palestine 
He^tb Ministry,, and both 
agencies'will exchange vis- 


its by experts in the two 
fields. 

llie agreement stipulaies 
that the IPA will train 12 
health ministry enmloyees. 
including two senior offi- 
cials who will be offered 
Training in advanced public 
administratiofL 

The PNA will Moulder 
the expenses for travel and 
accommodation. 

The signatories also 
agreed to exchange infor- 
mation concerning admin- 
istration, legislation and 


legukuions. and to establish 
a joint committee to moni- 
tor the implementation of 
thifi protocol. . 

TIm prognunme entails 
training in computers, 
accountancy, and budget 
preparation, as well as man- 
agement of stores and pur- 
chases. 

The protocol was signed 
by the IPA Director General 
on behalf of Jordan, and by 
Dr. Ibrahim Abed of the 
Palestine Health Ministry 
for the PNA. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 






W die RoyiU'CSldjWCiiif- 
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•_ ‘e -* 
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of BHad A} Sham*’ bv Eh; Navef Goussous at the 


'^t^i&waaiJouiage or jjiiaa ax snam' dv ur. myei t 
-Frirafept Archaeology Centre (M. 696682). 
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» ^ at' -the Jordan Plastic Art Association 



until SepL 


- Hamida 


w ^ • 


[rugs j cushions, riini^ vail han^gs and 


:an 


un^ Sept 20. 


^Zs^^u^'i^c^bindhig Council, Jhbal Amman, 




iwofbB Swiss host 100th anniversary of birth of Zionism 
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(Conthnied from page 12) 

♦* ^ • 

and'we-^bdfeve Aere is no 
causal &Dk bdween Heizi’s 
visiaa and fee W:vkl War 0.” 
sakUhoi^Lyssy, vioe-presi- 
deatof fee'Sn^ Jevrish feder- 
atioiL ■ 

Bat sbaip words for Switzer- 
land oooh! come from Avra- 
ham Biqg,ihe head d Israel's 
semi-o&id Jewish agency, 
wbo^ias accused Swiss banks 
of leacdjQgtpp slowly to clmms 
dsa feey .whU^ assets from 
ZIfltecaBA 'sacvivois and heirs. 

. Me Blog is.- Qpg of four 
sgsakas at fee dffkaal <steti^ 
31, who include 
^peakvof fee Israeli Khes- 
set (psdiament), Dan 'ISchcm 
of feen^^ Likud Pbz^^ 

, ihe sunound- 

conkl hdp rein- 
faoB zidigioos aderance in 
Switzeriand, vriuefa has seen 
otabarsts of and-Semitism in 
BBaction. to cnricism of the 
couotzy’s banks and govern- 
roent from wodd Jewish 


— 


‘Vypu look at the exhibition 
dfe issues, you see diat 
and-Senfeian aod fee inal^ty 
Eurqpean couuries to deal 
Jewi^ nunorities 

was cteaztya very strong lea- 
aon development of 

Zksu^" Me. Lyssy told 
Reutere. 

‘V the noorJewsh pt^ula- 
doQ comes K) grips this 
issue, dss could ccxitribute to 
an undez^tainding ctf how fo 
ah»g with, a mihflrity and live 
peaccfoDyiogefeer” 
Azid-Semiiismspazzed 2<m- 
ist hopes for a J^rish bome- 
land Z onism faTo^ its name 

fiom a^ _ Jenssal^'s temple 


mount — somefeing ftowned 
on in the 19fe centoiy by many 
Jews in Ifeeial western Buiope. 
But support grew wife fee 
•spread of and-Semitisn). 

In eastern Eunqje, vfeere 
Jews in fee last century 
remanied s^i^ated in ghet- 
tos, fee ter ro r of repeated 
pogroms feinforoed fee desite 
forabomeland. 

Heizl wanted to foige 
Europe’s disparate Zionist 
groups into me oiganisarioD 
and chose a refined gafeering 
j^ace in Baste, fee Stadt casino 
banquet hall, to gjve fee gafe- 
ering an air of stateliness. 

Described by bio^T^iezs as 
energetic, nazcissistic tmd 
.ptone at times to depress!^ 
Head oonvinced more than 
200 Jews from aezoss Europe 
to come as delegates to fee fiist 
congress of oiganisalion yet 
tobe'founifed. 

^'Tleral bad to cany off a 
^ant bluff in Basle,” Swiss 
journalist Piene Heumann 
wrote in a recent Gennan-lan- 
gur^e histoiy of fee first con- 
gress entitled "Israel Entstand 
in Basle” (Isiael was cresaedin 
Bask). 

Hei^ required delegates to 
wear formal top hats and tail 
coats fix' fee opening and 
draped fee hall wife Zionist 
banneis, bkie^striped white 
Qags decQtated with fee Star of 

"I forced people mto an atti- 
tude stateliness and gave 
them foe feeling fe^ were a 
national assembly,” Heizl 
wrote later. 

The "MTn ixoduct of die 
three-day congress was foe so- 
called Btole progtamme, a 
five^xaiagisqih tract . that 


became the basis of Zonism 
until foe creation of Israel and 
whkh stated, “Zjonism seeks 
to estaUish a home for the 
Jewish people in Pakstine 
secured under puUk law.” 
Asked duzi^ proceedings 
wbefeer women delegates bad 
a say. Heral replied, "foe ladies 
are of ooutse very honoured 
guests but will not take port in 
foe vote.” 

But women were given the 
voce at die second oemgress in 
Bask a year later. 

Altogether the Zionist con- 
gresses convened 22 times, 10 
of them in Bask, iocludfog fee 
last one in December 1946. 

Bask was chosen as the 
venue for die first gafooiDg 
after ihe anii-Zonist Jewi^ 
comnxnnilymMunidi£aDtest- 
ed against hosting fee congress 


Herat pideed foe industrial 
and university city on foe 
RfainB — whose citizens in 
1349 burned most of the city’s 
Jewish residents to death on an 
island in the river — because 
of its modem t^xnatitm fu' 
tolerance and fiee qieecfa. 

Bask also had two points to 
lecommeDd it over rival 
Zurich. 

Zurich was a haunt of Ihiss- 
ian levcdmioiiaDcs and there- 
fore also ctf die Oar's secret 
police, winch could have kept 
the latgp Russian-Jewish 
galion aw^ mfoac 
'Bask’s other strcxig point 
was ckscribed txiefly in a letter 
to Hieral frean his Swiss ctxn- 
panioi David Farbsfirin. 

"Good Jewish restaurant,” 
Rubstein wrote. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Education, in 
conjunction with the Voca- 
tionaJ Training Cotpora- 
tion (VTC) and fee Jordan 
Armed Forces, will iz^le- 
ment a nation^ vocational 
training programme, 
beriming with me 1997- 
1998 sdirot year, acecHd- 
ing to Minister of Educa- 
tion and Higher Educatirei 
Munther Masri. 

During a press confer- 
ence, tire nunisier said the 
plan, which is a translation 
of ideas and directi\*es by 
HRH Crown ftince Has- 
son, is designed to offer 
new c^jportunities to stu- 
dents who have completed 
secondary educarion, but 
have not been able to enrol 
at univeisities. 

The programme offers 
these siudMts vocarionfti 
training enabling them lo 
gain employinem or pursue 


higher vocational training 
at the country’s 
universities, according to 
Dr. Masri. 

Students in this one-year 
programme, which will be 
coroplememary to the 
training programmes run 
by the VTC, are not 
required to have passed the 
tawjihi (general secondary 
school) examinations, he 
said. 

Training will be conduct- 
ed at the ministry’s various 
vocational centres, which 
offer training in 44 spedal- 
isadoos connected to 
industry, agriculiuxe. com- 
merce. nursing, hotel man- 
agement, and home eco- 
nomics, he explained. 

Tfae fee for fee pro- 
gramrae is JD K)6, which is 
equal to the amount paid 
by a student repeating the 
top secondary class, he 
concluded. 


PSD symposium to tackle 
family protection, security 



Minister d Education and Hi^er Education Munther Masri Sunday reviews plans 
for a new coopei-ative plan for a vocatiooal trainii^ programme (Petra pboto) 


South Korea pledges $16 million in 
loan support to Kingdom 

Ambassador Oh ends 3-year tenure 


AMMAN (Petra) — A three-day symposium on family 
protection and security entitled Towards a safe family 
by the year 2000” will be held at the Public Security 
Officers Club beginning Aug. 26. 

The symposium, organised by the Public Security 
Department aims to analyse various dangers facing 
women and children, the causes and motives of related 
crixnes, while mobilising public opinion to prevent all 
threats against families. 

Participants will discuss several woiidng papers on 
crimes and dttacks against women and children, child 
abuse, impact of drug addiction on family security, fam- 
ily disintegration and its impact on children and family 
members, and juvenile delinquency. 

In addition, the role of national legislation in protect- 
ing families and children, and the role of media in safe- 
guarding the security of the family and community are 
to be covered. 

Members of the symposium will include experts from 
the Public Security Department (PSD) and fee private 
and public sectors. * - - 

"Hie PSD has recently established a special office in 
the Amman police department dealing with crimes relat- 
ed to children and women. 


AMM.AN (Peira) — South ■ 
Korea will give Jordan two 
soft lounsi K^ling $16 mil- 
lion in support of the King- 
dom’s economy and in 
appreciation of Jordan’s 
peace elTons, South 
Korea’s ambassador to Jor- 
dan Jung-n Oh said Sun- 
day. 

Speaking prior to bis 
departure for home after 
completing his tour of duty. 
Mr. Oh said his country had 
given the Kingdom a $1 
million grant to finance fea- 
sibility studies on methods 
for disposing of or recy- 
cling waste water, and 
Seoul will soon present Jor- 
dan with a $9 million grant 
to help finance tire sewage 
project in the Madaba gov- 
erooraie. 

Mr. Oh added that his 
country will also contribute 
ID an estimated $7 million 


sewage project in the north- 
ern town of Ramtha. 

South Korean firms, in 
conjunction with local busi- 
nesses. will be employed to 
cany out both projects, he 
explained. 

Four major South Korean 
companies are currently 
involved in joint invest- 
ment projects with Jordan- 
ian firms specialising in 
housing, irrigation, and 
industry, .said the ambas- 
sador. 

Commenting on coopera- 
tion in oitistic fields, Mr. 
Oh noted feat visiting folk- 
lore troopes have ^ready 
presented performances in 
the Kingdom's cultural cen- 
tres and universities. 

Tourism is at its initial 
stages.' and although few 
tourist groups have visited 
Jordiui. soon their numbers 
will increase, he continued. 


He remarked that both 
countries have been organ- 
ising (raining courses for 
personnel involved in the 
private and public sectors, 
adding that his country is 
ready to offer training to 
Jordanians in South Korea. 

Mr. Oh expressed deep 
appreciation to His Majesty 
Hussein for confer- 
ring on him the Jordanian 
Independence (IsiiklaJ) 
Medal of the First Order, 
saying feat this honour was 
in recognition of his 
endeavours to bolster ties 
between the two countries. 

Mr. Ob. w'ho has served 
as ambassador of South 
Korea since 1994, said 
South Korea will take part 
in the Doha- Economic 
Summit in November in 
order to promote its ties 
t^tii the Arab World. 


Majali, ministers look into housing needs 

JD Im contract for Abu Nuseir phase 5 signed 



Housing and Uifean Development Corporation Director Yousef Hlyasat (right) and a 
representative of a loc^ construction firm Sunday sign a JD 1 million contract for the 
blading of phahe 5 of the Abu Nuseir community complex (Petra pboto) 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali Sunday 
said fee private sector 
should be invited to par- 
ticipate in the utilisation 
of state-owned land and 
become a strategic part- 
ner in fee task of housing 
construction and other 
public services. 

Speaking during a visit 
to the Housing and 
Urban Development 
Corporation (HU DC), 

Dr. Majali requested that 
a committee of represen- 
tatives from the min- 
istries of finance. Water 
and irrigation, agricul- 
ture, and municipal and 
rural Affairs, in addition 
to HUDC and the Lands 
and Survey Department, 
be created to survey tfae 
Kingdom’s lands. 

The committee should 
classify lands as intend- 
ed for agriculture or 
housing, and submit its 
reports to the Council of 
Ministers as soon as pos- 
sible, he said. ’ 

During a review of 
housing issues. Dr. 
Majali asked feat con- 


cerned authorities seek 
an immediate solution 
for housing problems, 
including the issue of 
squatters who have ille- 
gally seized state-owned 
land. 

HUDC Director Gener- 
al Yousef Htyasat pre- 
sented a briefing on fee 
corporation**s strategy, 
its bousing programmes, 
and the land surveys it 
conducts, and promised 
that a general survey of 
the lands in the Amman, 
Balqa, and Zarqa regions 
will be completed within 
two weeks. 

Commenting on the 
housing estates in Salt 
and Zarqa, he said these 
regions require an addi- 
tional 650 bousing units 
annually to accommo- 
date population growth. 

Also Sunday the 
HUDC awarded a tender 
to a local firm to carry 
out fee JD 1 million fifth 
phase of the housing 
estate at the Abu Nuseir 
district north-west of 
Amman. 

The firm will divide 
313 dunums of land into 


426 plots to be used for 
housing units and a 
shopping centre, Mr. 
Hiyasat explained. 

The two-year project 
also entails building 
93,000 square metres of 
ro^s, water and sewage 


networks, and canals to 
drain away rain water, he 
concluded. 

Dr. Majali was accom- 
panied on the visit by 
Deputy Prime Minister 
for Services and Minis- 
ter of Administrative 


Pevelopment Abdullah 
^sour. Minister of 
Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Tawfiq Kreishan, 
and Minister of Public 
Works and Housing 
Nasser Lawzi. 


Police seize 27 kg of drugs, 
make several border arrests 


AMMAN (Pena) — The 
Anti-narcotics Depanment 
Sund^ announoed tire 
seizure of fetee kilogrammes 
d henrin and ^ kilo- 
gtammes of hashish in three 
sqaraie drug cases this 
month at tfae nonfaem bmtkr 
post of Ramtfaa. 

Department Director 
Colonel Nazih Shreideh smd 
a Jordanian vehick returning 
from Damascus was tfaor- 


ou^y seanfeed and found to 
be canyiog eight kOo- 
grammes of hashish. 

After a tfaree-weric surveil- 


lance of suspected drug traf- 
fickexs, depaimrent teams 
three Jordanian citi- 




zens in theprereess of deliver- 
ing three kfiogrammes. d 
heroin to anotirer party, 
according to Col. Shreideh. 

Custrans ofiBdals at the 
Raintiia border post also 
found 16 kilograinines of 
hashish hidden in a secret 
compartment inside a vehick 
bearing a non-Jordanian 
Arab Ucenoe plate, he sakL 

Two non- Jordanian Arabs 
were involved in the case; he 
added. 

CoL Shrrideh said all sus- 
pects involved in tfae drug 
trajBBcking operations have 
been ^^pieheoded and will 
face court tdaL 


Bani Hamida rugs go on display 


By Nadia Mukhlis 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The historic 
village of Kan Zaman will 
host the second exhibition of 
Bani Hamida rugs, which is 
being organised by tfae Jor- 
dan 'R^sm mvestment 
Company "Artizamao” and 
Jordan Society for Develop- 
ment (JSD). at A1 Baidar 
starting today. 

Gen^ Manager of Artiza- 
man Huda Qas^ said the 
exhibituxi will display mgs. 
cushions, numeis, and wall 
hang ings of various designs 
and colours schemes. 

The Bani Hamida 
Women’s Weaving Project is 


a cottage industry which cur- 
rently involves 1,649 recent- 
iy-s^ed bedouin women in 
4S0 families, explained Bani 
Hamida’s Project Manager 
and JSD Secretary of Bcnrd 
Natasha Shawarib. 

The weaving project was 
started in late 1985 by Save 
the Children Federation, sup- 
ported by Her M^esty C^een 
Noor, to promote and revive 
handicrafts in Jordan, whik 
providing oppextunities for 
families to increase their 
income, Ms. Shawarib said. 

“In July 1996. Save fee 
C^iildren graduated the Bani 
Hamida Women’s Weaving 
FTOJect into the JSD for long- 
term implementadoo,’’ ste 


added. 

The women weavers had a 
strong input in setting up and 
developing the project, 
whose structure was continu- 
ously 'modified according to 
their suggestions as it 
expanded from one village to 
the next, Shawarib said. 

Since the projets first 
began, 1649 women in Bani . 
Hamida Mountain have par- 
ticipated, receiving up to now 
total of JD 1,018,037 in 
‘wages, she added. 

1^ Kan Zaman exhibition 
is being held under the 
patremage of HRH Princess 
Sumaya Bint A1 Hassan and 
sponsored by Nashashibi and 
Ebbiiti fbnns. 
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Kiev joins NATO exercises; 
keen not to offend Moscow 


donuzlav naval 

BAS^ Ukraine fR) — As 
Ukraine's navy spruced up 
diis Soviet-era base for this 
Sea Breeze 97 exer- 
cis^ with N^30 and other 
foir^, of&ials were trying 
to limit the potential damage 
ID relations with Moscow. 

The event, a mock-up hu- 
manitarian operation rather 
than a combat mission, has 
annoyed Russia because it 
is b^g held with NATO 
an^ in part, on Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsola. where 
75 cent of the popula- 
tion is ethnic Russian. 

Furthermore, local people 
say the exercises — which 
bMg together U.S., Tfir- 
kish. Bulgaria, Romanian, 
Georgian and Ukrainian 
ships — couTd harm the 
lucrative tourist trade. 

Officials disagree, and 
seem to have gone to some 
lengths to tone down the 
operation to avoid a rift with 
the Russians. 

‘These exercises aim to 
improve the life and health 
of the people," Ukrainian 
E)efence Minister Olexan- 
der Kuzmuk said last week. 
*There should be no impact 
on the tourist season be- 
cause ships caxmot be seen 




from the beaches." 

Colonel Borys Rekuts, a 
Donuzlav Base commander. 
e.xplained ip an interview 
the idea behind the exercise: 
‘‘It s the Orange Republic 
ant it's had an eaith^ake 
ant we're trying to bring 
bumanitarianl aid to help 
»lc." ! 

le Ukrainian Armed 
Forces Cliiefi of Staff Colo- 
neli-General Olexander Za- 
tunaiko, saidllast we^ Uk- 
raine would ^old joint mili- 
tary exercises with Russia in 
Crimea in October. 

“It's clear] that Ukraine 
wants to maintain a balance 
between Russia and the 
West," said Serfaiy Zgurets, 
a military commentator at 
the influential Den daily. 

The Ukrainian Defence 
Ministry sent Sea Breeze 
invitations to the Russian 
Black Sea Fleet based, 
under a 20-year leasing deal 
between Kiev and Moscow, 
not far from Donuzlav. 

Moscow agreed to send 
observers oidy last week, 
after rejecting not just the 
invitation but the very idea 
of exercises with NATO 
involvement in Crimea, 
where three quarters of the 
population is ethnic Russian 


and which for centuries was 
the subject of rivalry 
between Russia, Itukey, 
Britain and France. 

I “Russia still does not 
agree with the idea of hold- 
ing the exercises and has no 
plans to participate in 
them." Russia's Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Valery 
Nesienisfaldn told Interfax 
News Agency last week. 

“Crimea is a mountain of 
difficult memories. Every- 
thing here is historically 
very sensitive,” Leonid 
Grach, leader of Crimea's 
Communjst Party, told 
Reuters. 

“It's better not to touch the 
past and not to hold these 
exercises," added Mr. 
Grach, whose parpr has 
beaded the campaign of 
public opposition to Sea 
Breeze. 

The area saw bloody bat- 
tles during Germany's 
World War n occupation. In 
the 1950s, Kremlin leader, 
Nikita Khnishch^ ceded 
Crimea from Russia to the 
then-Soviet Republic of 
Ukraine. 

Communists in Crimea 
plan a march Monday from 
a monument devoted to the 
Red Army attack of 


Yevpatoria in 1944 to die 
city centre where a rally is 
planned near the Lenin 
MonumenL 

Russia objects to NATO's 
eastward enlargement — 
although Ukraine has no 
plans to join the all^ce for 
now — and views the exer- 
cises as a precursor to a 
NATO presence in Crimea, 
a strat^ic location jotting 
into Che Black Sea. 

Ukraine haS been an en- 
thusiastic participant in 
NATO's I^rtnership f^ 
Peace pr o gr amme of mili- 
tary cooperation. 

Originally, Ukrainian Fo- 
reign and Defence Ministiy 
statements said the exercis- 
es were to be only in 
Crimea. 

But the tim^able showed 
diis was changed. Only 
sports events ai^ ceremo- 
nies maricing six years of 
Ukraine's independence 
were being held in Donuz- 
lav Sunday after the arrival 
of foreign vessels Saturday. 

On Monday, the ships will 
travel some 200 kilometres 
from Crimea to the southern 
Mykolayiv n^on and then 
to the port of Odessa where 
the exercises will take 
place. 


Zambian police open fire, 
injure former president 

President tried to kill me, Kaunda says 


JOHANNESBURG CR) — Zambia’s for- 
mer president, Kenneth Kaunda, said Sun- 
day his successor was trying to have him 
killed when police shot and wounded him 
over the weekend. 

The 73-year-old “father of the nation,” 
who led Zambia from independence in 
1964 until 1991, accused riot police, sent 
out in force, of using -tear gas to break up a 
peaceful opposition ga±ering and opening 
fire on his car as he tried to flee. 

Mr. Kaunda said a bullet whizzed over' 
him, gr azing the top of his head, while 
another bullet hit bis passenger Ro^nL< 
Chongwe, leader of an allied opposition 
party, in the face, badly wounding turn. But 
Mr. Chongwe had sdso been discharged 
&om the hospital after surgery. 

No officii version of the incident 
Saturday in the central Zambian town of 
Kabwe was immediately available, but Mr. 
Kaunda said his foe. President Frederick 
Chiluba, was behind iL 

“It was an assassination attempt There is 
no doubt in my mind about that" he told 
Reuters in a telephone interview after 
returning to his home in the aqrital Lusaka- 
overnight. 

“Chiluba is t^ng to sort us out. They rea- 
lise we had gained a lot of support through 
a series of recent rallies. They were 
peaceful until the police turned up,” he said. 

Mr. Kaunda also said he believed that the 
orders for police to use live armnunition — 
for ±e first time in several years of opposi- 
tion protest at Mr. Chiluba's rule — had 
come snaight from the president, who is 
away on a visit to Indonesia. 

Animosity between Zambia's two post- 
'mdependence leaders grew when Mr. Chi- 
luba, elected on a pro-democracy platform 
in 1991's all-paity elections, changed the 
law ahead of last year's poll to stop Mr. 


Kaunda standing because his parents were 
not Zambian. 

Mr. Kaunda's United National Indepen- 
dence Party has since led an opposition 
boycott and has pursued a campaign of civil 
disobedience against the govenunent of Mr. 
Chiluba’s movement for multiparty democ- 
racy. 

Police clashed with market stall holders in 
Lusaka earlier this month in riots the 
authorities blamed on Mr. Kaunda. 

''' 'Tba veteran African leader, during whose 
rule the economy of the copper-rich former 
- British colony of Northern S^odesia, crum- 
bled and foreign debt spiralled, said he still 
preferred peaceful protest, if possible. 

“It's up to them (the state) iS they want to 
provoke people. We are still stressing the 
power of peaceful demonstrations to all our 
followers," he said. 

There were no reports of demonstrations 
or violence Sunday, which Mr. Kaunda said 
he would spend with supporters to woik out 
their next move. 

T carmot give up my tight for the rights of 
the Zambian people,” he said. 

UNIP, whose level of suppoit is hard to 
gauge, demands the striking of the law bar- 
ring Mr. Kaunda from standing for presi- 
dent, fresh elections and an end to what it 
says is govenunent control of the media and 
judiciary. 

So far its protests have fallen on deaf ears 
and even foreign aid donors, who cut off aid 
to Zambia in protest at Mr. Chiluba's elec- 
toral moves, said last monih they would 
resume balance of payments support to ease 
the debt interest burden. 

Finance Minister Ronald Penza said the 
World Bank had released $70 million in 
support in August 

J^. Kaunda urged donors to rethink after 
Saturday's incident 


U.N.’s massacre investigation 
team arrives in former Zaire 


KINSHASA (R) — A much 
delayed U.N. mission ar- 
rived In Kinshasa Sunday in 
search of evidence of mas- 
sacres of Rwandan Hutu 
refugees in what aid woiic- 
ers say were killing fields in 
the former Zaire. 

But a spokeswoman for 
the team said a number of 
issues remained to be set- 
ded with President Laurent 
Kabila’s government before 
the investigators could be- 
gin field work. 


*^e are here and this is 
already a major accom- 
plishment but there are still 
several things that need to 
be clarified with the govern- 
ment" Myriam Dessa-bles 
told reporters in the ca-pital 
of the renamed De-mocratic 
Republic of the Congo. 

23-member team, led 
by lawyer Atsu-Koffi Ame- 
ga of Togo, hopes to visit 
the eastern regions of Ki- 
sangani and Kivu where aid 
officials believe many Hum 


refugees were systematical- 
ly killecf by Mr. Kabila's 
troops or their Rwandan 
Tulsi allies. 

The refugees were among 
the rump of over one mil- 
lion Hums who fled to Zaire 
fearing reprisals for the 
1994 genocide by Hutu 
hardlmers of minority Tut- 
sis and Hum moderates in 
Rwanda. 


Clashes 
heard in 
Brazzaville 
as refugees 
flee violence 

KINSHASA (AFP) — 
Heavy weapons fire coold 
be heard Sunday in the 
Congolese capital Brazza- 
ville as hundreds of refu- 
gees from the city contin- 
ued to flee across the Con- 
go River to safety. . 

According to the UJ4. 
refugee .agency, more than 
20.C100 Con^lese have 
arrived in Kinshasa from 
neighbouring Congo where 
rival forces of former 
strongman, Denis Sassou 
Nguesso and govenunent 
troops have clashed since 
late Saturday. 

Some of the refugees have 
gone to a camp some 30 
kilometres east of Kinshasa, 
die capital of die Democra- 
tic Ri^blic of Congo, for- 
merly Zaire, the UN. High 
Commissioner for Refogees 
(UNHCR) said. Others have 
been taken in by friends or 
famil y in Kinshasa. 

The weekend clashes 
come after a week in which 
state radio claimed that for- 
ces backing President Pas- 
cal Lissouba had wrested 
control of northetn parts of 
the c^tal Brazzavilfe from 
Sassou Nguesso’s militia. 

Mr. Sassou Nguesso has 
denied the claim. 

Meanwhile Saturday, the 
government military com- 
mander in Congo's second 
largest cit>', ^ poit of 
Po^ie Noire, warned that 
“Congolese and foreigners 
in the service of evil forces” 
were piei»iiug to launch a 
civil war in the port at the 
end of August wl^ Me. lis- 
souba's manAtff! ntns ouL 

In a government radio 
statement. Colonel Georges 
Loembe called on a pc^xilar 
mobilisation to defend the 
town. 

So far, Pointe Noire has 
been unaffected by the 
ongoing rivalry between 
Mr. Sassou Nguesso and 
Mr. Lissouba. though die 
battle for control of Congo 
has spread to the north of 
the country. 
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.Opposition activists nui &«• coyer as tw gas' fired by.polioe fill the afr'dniii^ a in Dhate Snnday- 

^The strike was called by main t^'positkhi Ban^ade^.Nafionatist Party amd- supported by other oppt^non -groups 


to protest against recent rises in ftiel prices (Renter photo) 


Scores hurt in Bangladesh strike violence 


» 

»• 

. 4**^ . . 


DHAKA (R) — Polira used 
batons and tear gas in run- 
ning battles with opposition 
activists during a country- 
wide general strike that kept 
transport off the streets and 
shut businesses across 
Bangladesh Sunday, wit- 
nesses said. 

Clashes erupted in the 
capital Dh^ and its sub- 
urbs after activists exploded 
dozens of home-made 
bombs to scare away the 
few people who venturi on 
&e streets. 

Witnesses said up to 50 
people were injured, iocludr 
ing a newspaper photogra- 
ph^ who was hit by a tear 
gas shell and was rushed to 
hospital in critical condi- 
tion. 

Police arrested nearly 20 
activists, tiiey said. 

The day-long strike was 
called by Begiun Khaleda 
Zia, chief of the main oppo- 
sition Bangjade^ Nationa-- 


list Pittty (BNP), to prote^ 
against a recent increase in 
fuel prices. It has been si^- 
pcHted by sevscal right-wing 
parties, including die 
Jamaat-e-lslami Pari^. 

In Dhaka and the main 
port city of Chittagong, 
'there was no transport on 
the streets exc^ a few 
rickshaws^ Trains did not 
leave their stations or were 
baked ^ lao-stcike activists 
on their way. Only a few 
fanes sail^ off before 
dawiL 

Offices, shops and schools 
were an closed, .witnesses 
'said' 

The strike also gripped 
other major towns in the 
counuy, police said. 

The count's two stock 
exchanges in Dhaka and 
Chittagong were closed. 
Wotk in tte Chittagong Port 
were mostly suspaided, 
port officials said. 

. On Tuesday the goWm- 


moit raised ‘[kices pa litre 
of ualeadedpaxolto 23 taka 
from 14.65, leaded, pOxoI to 
21 takafixm 1317, a^.dksel 
to 12.95 from 1Z7. - 

In response,. Ms. Khal^ 
called for a countiywide 
strike and warned the. gov- 
ernment of Prime Mndsta 
SheOdh Hasina of “direcon- 
-sequences” if it did not 
Iowa fuel prices. 1 

Ihe ruling Awami League 
said the was using ihe 
fod hike as a “pretext to 
intenriiy its anti-govem- 
ment campaign and mobi- 
lise rightist forces onda its 
banner.” ' 

■ Ms;. Khaleda left for 1^^- 
kistan Satniday on her my 
to die Unit^ States, where 
she would ^nd two weeks 
meoing ha foUowecs arid 
BNP SDppmtas, party sour- 
ces said. 

The government said the 
porice hike was necessary, 
among otha reasons, to ref- 


1^ the decline of the coim- 
tty’s currency, die -taka, 

\ against.tbe U.S. doUa. 

Govenunent offimals said 
the impact of higher fiiel 
prices would affect only a 
sm^ pre^xution of the pop- 
ulation. with cars and roinir 
Otha vehicles includ- 
l^g follies ;and buses yrouid 
-be- -virtually unkffecled'be-. 
cai^ th^ oto dieseL 
■ Authexities bad reinforced 
'secuiily in Dhaka by dep- 
loying hundreds of extra 
police and parauulitaiy 
troops, / 

“We have'b^ directed to > 

' prot^. people and public 
prope^fy.~,'^'one police offi- 
; oasaicL _ 

Thonsaxids ^.BNP acti- 
vists inarcli^ in Dhaka 
Saturday night described 
the. suite *%egmniiig 
of the downfall of the anti- 
people ' government” of 
Shdkh- Hasipa, who took 
.office in June 1996. ■■ 
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U.K. says Karadzic coaid be tried in Bosma 


'7^*: ■ - 
iW A • 


LONDON (R) — British 
Fbceiga Seerkary Robin 
Cook has [xoposed moving 
the trials of alleged Bosnian 
war criminals from the 
Hague to Bosnia. 

Ifo said it was vital for the 
process of lecondli^on 
that men such as Bosnian 
Serb leader Radovan Kara- 
dzic were brought to Justice. 

“Karadric must be re- 
quired to stand trial. It is 
vital that the most senior 
figure dial has been indicted 
does not escape the net,” Mr. 
Cook told the Observa 


new.spa|»r in an inteiview. 
pubiikb^ Sund^. 

“Posonally I would not 
rule out accept^ the inta- 
national war crimes tribunal 
gmng to Bosnia and carry- 
ing out some of the trials in 
B^nia,” Mr. Cook said. 

Mr. Cook drew a parallel 
with the post World Wa H 
Nuremberg trials of Nazi 
war criminals ■ which took 
place on German soil imfaa 
than a neutral oountiy. 

Mr. Cook made the sug- 
gestion following talks in 
Bosnia last month with 


Momdlo Krajisnik,- tbe 
leading Sob representative 
<Mi die tfaxeemam Bosnian 
presidency 

Mr. Cook dismissed sug- 
gestioiis from some quartos 
that Mr. Karadzic should be 
allowed to go into perma- 
nent exOe in Russia, 

“I find that deeply unat- 
tractive. of ^ we have 
taken the decision that war 

criminals shoiitd be broogttt 
to justice and it would be 
.quite wrong, for the iiuenia- 
tfonal community to - aban- 
don this goal as socn as it 


became difficult,” he said. 

Me Cook said Britain and 
foe .United States were put- 
ting “double pressure" on 
foe Bosnian Serbs to respect 
foe 1995 Dayum peace ac- 
cords aifo to hand ova 
indicted war c riminals . 

Tefsonally I am increas- 
ingly confident that Kara- tl 
dric will some day stand 
trial. How it will faappw and 
m whO~ciiruinstanoes it's 
impossible to. »y,” he said. 


Ramos lashes back at Manila archbishop 


MANILA (R) — Resident Fidel Ramos Sunday denounced 
tbe Philippines' top churchman as “unchiisdan" and accused 
him of fomentiqg divisions in the country, as a long festexing 
rift between chui^ and state erupted into the apeo. 

Mr. Ramos did nm meotioa Cardinal J aime Sin by name, but 
left no doubt he was referriog to Manila’s powerful Roman 
Catholic arbhbislx^ when be addressed a huge crowd of 
Chti^an Charismatics estimated by police at close to one mfl- 
Uoi. 

Cantina! Sin, in his harshest attack ya on die oountiy’s first 
l^otestant prerident, said Wednesday that Mr Ramos had lost 
the people’s trust and urged them “to dissociate themselves 
from sui^xxting" his admiiiistrsdon. * 

Me. Ramos, clearly s&mg by Car dinal Sin's statement, said 
unity was vital in nation bii^dfog. 

‘Tbis is why I cemsida it undnistian and linpalxiGtic for any- 
me to call for non-cooperation and divisiveness,” he added. 

Tt seems thu some of us are still hawnted by onr past expo- 
rience. This is why tbe reforms we need to do.are b^ng bam- 
pened because of fear that tbe past dark era mi gfrt lea^jpear.” 
Cardinal Sin had said Mr. Ramos was so desperate to hang 
'on to powa that he tfaieaiened to drag foe oountiy back to its 
^daik days unda Ferdinand Marcos. 

Caidi^ Sin's attack was promp^ by moves of coigress- 
. men belonging to tbe ruling coalition to amend foe constitu- 
tion to allow hfri Ramos, a forma army gengral, to run for re- 
election when his cuFrent six-year term wide in June 1998. 
The oonstitutioii, only 10 years old, limits a president to one 


to previ^ the rire c< azrodier .dictator ifire 
Cardind Sin anilML Ramos, helped lead the 1986. popular 
reyok that ousted .Mobos fiom 20 years in. powa. 

The lower house is expected to vote! Monday on a bUl.that 
would enqxyv^ cemgress to rewrite foe constituti^ The 
amendments would then have be approved in a nationwide 
plebisate, 

Ml Ramos and Cardinal Sin have clashed several riirww; in 
the past ova the issue of faixfo control, but in no.instance had 
they spoken so iHtteriy of each lofoa in piiUic. ' 

. And at no time, despite the -administration's campaign for 
wkter use of condoms, had Cardinal Sin urged the people to 
remove their support for Ml Ramps — an exhort^on inter- 
fseted by some a^ysts as a virtual call for avil 
Ml Ramos chose a good venne to stdke back at foe coun- 
try's best known cleric — agathering of the Catholic renewal 
group El Shaddai, vdneh clams . iuillion followos 
nationwide. .. ■ r 

AltbOu^ siippated by the xnifoistr^m chuerfo, El Shaddal is 
an autonomous .idigjoiu group led by. a fontier real ^gtatp 
developa. Wielding political clout, its blessings ^ courted by 
every oational poliddan during rferjinne . . 

Ana^ Alex Magno, a Uiiivecriiy of. the Philippines politi- 
cal sdence pcofessa, said appearance befoe El 

Shaddai was amessage to CaHinflt Sin ^*foatfoe Cafoolic hte-* 
aidqr does not have the fin^ word” on the Ml Ramos’s temj- 
extension issua 
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President opens anti-smoking conference in cigarette-happy China 


r.V 


EUING (AFP) — 
hinese President Jiang 
fttnin opened the, 10th 
forld Conference on 

obaoco or Health here 
unday. calling on bis ciga- 
«e-happy popular^ to 
tens on health and' envi- 
mmeot as foe economy 
ikes off. 

China has “a good growth 
ite" and is socially stable, 
It. Jiang said at the Great 
all of the People in a 
leech to some 1.800 par- 
ripants ^m 103 coun- 
ies and regions. 

“We must now create an 


environment fovourable to 
life in the 21st century,” he 
said. 

Hiroshi Nakajima, rfirec- 
tor general of foe World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO), also addressed the 
gathering, denouncing the 
millions spent by the tobac- 
co lobby and calling for 
strict controls on the indus- 
try. 

it is the first time the 
global anti-tobacco meet- 
ing is being held in a devel- 
oping country. 

"China was chosen as the 
venue because of the tobac- 


co problem in the country 
and its suuggle to resist foe 
ruthless efforts of an indus- 
try which has turned 
towards Asia and the 
world's other developing 
continents for profits as 
developed martets stag- 
nate," foe organisers said. 

“Cfoe in three cigarettes 
smoked in foe world today 
is smoked in China,” they 
added 

According to official fig- 
ures. there are nearly 320 
million smokers in China 

— 300 million of them men 

— in a population of 1.29 


billion. 

Organisers of the confer- 
ence have vowed to reveal 
unpublished figures on the 
toll of death and disease 
wrought by tobacco world- 
wide and the “catastrophic 
scale" of the epidemic still 
to come. 

The conference is being 
hosted by foe Chinese 
.Association on Smoking 
and Health and the Chinese 
Medical Associatiem, unda 
the auspices of several 
international bodies, 
including foe WHO and the 
United Nations Children's 


Fund. 

“It vdll be a landmar k 

conference in tur ning foe 
tide of disease caused by 
tobacco,” said Professor Lu 
Rushan, the conference 
secretaty-general. 

“The death toll from 
tifoaccQ will increase frtm 
tiiree millimi to 10 million 
per annum in foe coming 
two decades unless urgent 
action is taken to reduce 
tobacco consumption now,” 
Mr. ^ said. 

Chinese society tradition- 
ally frowns on women who 
smoke, although chang i ng 


attitudes in recent - years 
have seen a sharp rise m the 
numba of female teenage 
smokers. 

As well as focusing on 
foe physical risks, tbe 
increasingly vocal anti- 
smokiug lobby in China has 
recently taken to debunking 
arguments that cigarette 
production and consump- 
tion conymse a key- plat- 
form for the narinnat econ- 
omy. 

While C hina gflmgri 41 
billion yuan ($4.9 biUzon) 
in tax. revenues from 
rette producers in 1993, 



^ecoiKnnfe' loss through; ill 
health in foe same year was 
63 billion yuan, making a 
net loss of 24 billion ynao. 

Four provinces ai^ 70 
cities' in China ■ lecedtly 
banned smoking in ;poblic 
places, but and a 

lack Of enfoicenteot. have . 
m^ foe mixed results. 

“China, Uke '-ofoer devel- 
oping countries; feeing a 
major catastre^^ fri foe 
next few decade it' 
succrads in reihicing tbe : 
inexorable growth'-miciga- 
rette sales.” Ml Iji s^ ' 

Women and yodhg giils 


Jiave been particularly tar- 
■ geted by foe tobacco indus- 
tiy, wiuch is always znpre 
foan willing to put money 
into sports' and arts events, 
he said. 

• The confecence, which 
rims until Aug. 28, will 
look at foe growing use of 
tobacoo in developing 
coontnes snd szDOQg 

womea as \reU as landmait 

le^ telioiis . against .foe 
y.S. tobacco industry this 
year which saw one cooipa- ■ 

ny. Liggett, break ranks and 

, atot dgaienes cause can- ^ 
'ca.' 
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aauhtaiy inuHiple rocket jaiincher fires at royalist forces in 0*Smacfa IVora their position on ^oute 
kilometre sOQlh of the fmU lines in iwrlbem Cambodia. C^vemmeiit troops under the command of pow- 
crfuI^Second Prime Minister Hun Sen are fighting ipr full control over O'Smacii, the last town held by retreadog 
loyalists of ousted First Prime Minister Prince Norodcan jRanariddb (Reoler photo! 

Small group of Cambodian royalists cling to last bastion 


CHONG CHOM lAFPj — 
A snuill group of Cambo- 
dian royalists clung fieccciy 
10 (heir kot outpost Sunday 
after ninom Penh's furces 
pushed to the gates of their 
hillir^ redoubt. Thai raili - 
ta^ sources and witnesses 
smiL 

An AFP photographer 
here on the border opposite 
the besieged .village of O 
Smoch saw about 60 sol- 
diers iqya] to exiled First 
Prime Minister Norodom 
Ranariddh firing with ihcir 
backs to the bbi^r fence. 

They were suppented by 
two armoured personnel 
carriers, recbiiless rifles, 
mtmars. antiaircraft guns 
and heavy anillery. firing 
almost point blank at the 


;^>fHoaches to the hilltop 
town and ridge line posi- 
tions behind tl^m. 

“They are throwing eveiy- 
thiog they hove at them.” a 
witness said. 

Metal flew over the heads 
of reporters on the lliai side 
of the bcmier as Mr. Hun 
Sen's tiuops fired from the 
ridge line about 1.5 fdlomc- 
tres away and the base of 
the hill about 30(MO0 
metres from the bor^. 

The main forces of the 
resistance — about 2,000 
soldiers firom Prince Rana- 
riddh's FUNCINPEC party 
supported by some 600-700 
Khmer Rouge fighters — 
appeared to have slipped 
away ovemighi. 

A Thai military source at a 


district oiifice in Kap 
Choeng. about iO kilome- 
tres west of this border 
town, said that as of 5:00 
p.m. heavy fighting comm- 
ued with no sign of any 
imminent breakthrough. 
'The fighting could go on 
for several days ... the minds 
of the soidieis are not into 
it,” the source said. 

But the royalists were 
pinned against the border 
here after .soldiers loyal to 
Cambodia's strongman. Se- 
cond Premier Hun Sen. took 
the ridge line controlling the 
approaches to ibe town at 
about 2:00 pjn., witnesses 
said. 

Mr. Hun Sen’s troops, 
which ousted the prince last 
month, have been moving in 


on O Smach, the lost sym- 
bol of royalist military po- 
wer, amid intense battles for 
almost two weeks. The at- 
tackers launched a three- 
prong assault at about 10:30 
a.m. Sunday, and a fierce 
batde ensued for the ridge 
about three hours later, wit- 
nesses said. 

The one-road border 
town, set on a jungle-clad 
hill, is strategically very dif- 
ficult to overrun given its 
commanding positiCHi and 
the rugged terrain., analysts 
have said. Mr. Hun Sen's 
men, however, oumumber 
and are better armed than 
their beleaguered counter- 
parts. 


Li Peng seeks long-term partnership with Singapore 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Chinese Premier Li Peng 
arrived here Sunday on his 
first official visit to Singa- 
pore, cdling for a Tong- 
rerm, stable partnership” 
betw^ the two countries 
into the 21st centuiy. 

Mr. Li said the rapidly 
growing relations between 
Asian giant China and this 
tiiiy is^d republic not only 
benefited both countries 
*ixit also (made) an impor- 
tanr contribution to regional 
peace and stabiliQr.” 

The Chinese premier ad- 
ded in an-arrivd statement 
that Beijing would work 
with Singapore to "establish 
a long-tenn. stable partner- 
ship of go^ neighbourli- 
ness, mutiiraJ trust and coop- 
eration ' ^ared towards the 
2Islcfflmiry.” 

Mr. Li, w'fao came here 
from die northern Malay- 
sian island of Penang ac- 
companied by his wife Zhu 
Lib and a large official and 
business' delegation, was 
received' at . die airport by 
Sing^icre Prime Minister 
GrMiChcMrTong. 

-He inspected a guard of 
hcxiodr and shook bonds 
with membm of the diplo- 


matic corps and Singapore 
cabinet members, 

Mr. Li, 68. whose entou- 
rage includes five ministers, 
said he would have in-depth 
talks widi Mr. Goh, 55, and 
mher Singaporean lexers 
on "bOateral relations and 
regional and inieroational 
issues of common interest.” 
He hoped the visit would 
promote the "development 
of our friendly relations and 
rautualJy-beneficial cooper- 
ation in depth and in 
breadth.” 

Mr. LI b^ns the official 
of his visit Monday 
with a courtesy coll on Pre- 
sident Ong Teng Cheong. 
He will have talks with Mr. 
Goh. followed by- a full-del- 
egation meeting chaired by 
two premiers. 

Mr. Goh, who last visited 
(T^a in April when be 
extended an invitation to 
Mr. Li to visit Singapore, 
will host a banquet in his 
honour Monday night. 

A Singapore Foreign 
Ministry statement said the 
talks between Mr. Li and 
Mr. Goh will include "a 
range of international and 
regional issues and explore 
new areas of bilateral coop- 


eration.” 

Trade and investment ties 
are expected to occupy cen- 
tre stage during the Mr. 
-Li’s first to predomi- 
nantly ethnic-Chinese is- 
land of three million people 
since diplomatic relations 
were esti^lished in 1990. 

The Chinese premier, 
whose term of office expires 
next year, will address the 
Singapore business commu- 
nity Tuesday. The Straits 
Times newspaper said an 
agreement on civil aviadon 
was expected to be signed 
during the trip. 

Economic ties have grown 
rapidly since the establish- 
ment of diplomatic rela- 
dODS. 

Singapore is the fifth 
laigest foreign investors in 
C hina with cumulative in- 
vestments of 21.6 billion 
Singapore doUars (S14.4 
billion) at the end of last 
year. Bilateral trade in 1996 
reached 1 1 .04 biliion Singa- 
pore dollars. 

Singapore is developing a 
massive industrial in 
Suzhou near China’s com- 
mercial capital Shanghai 
which has -attracted more 
than $2.5 billion in foreign 


investment commitments. 

Total investments in the 
park are taigeted to reach 
$30 billion when the project 
- is ‘folly developed over 15- 
20 years. 

Li's visit here follows 
a four-day trip to Malaysia, 
where he held ta1k.s with 
Malaysian Premier Maha- 
thir Mohammad, pledged to 
seek a peaceful solution to 
the S|x^ys Islands dispute 
and pressed for joint eco- 
nomic developmenL 

The Chinese premier said 
an "appropriate soludon” to 
the Spratlys dispute was 
vital to ensure peace and 
stability in the region. 

Scattered across the South 
China Sea, the Spradys are 
a chain of islets, reefs and 
shoals claimed partly or 
entirely by China. Taiwan 
and four South East Asian 
nations — Brunei. Malay- 
sia. the Riilippines and 
Vietnam. 

Mr. Li will meet with 
Singapore's elder states- 
man, Senior Minister Lee 
Kuan Yew. who is known to 
be close to the Beijing lead- 
ership. before returning 
home Tuesday. 


Sf^i Lankan troops dig in at Tiger stronghold 


COLOMBO (A^ — 

Tbousuids of Sri Lankan 
soldi^ Sunday were con- 
^lidadng a . key position 
captureiLfirom T hmil Tiger 
rebels afief heavy fighting 
^at kfiled more than 437 on 
be^ - sides, the Defence 
Miaisoy ^d. 

■Filter jets bombed tar- 
gets of : the separatist Libe- 
radon- Ttgei s of Tamil Ee- 
lam (tTTC), while ground 
forces used artillery to neu- 
tralise .retel mortar posi- 
fionsjfl the island's north, 
the ministiy said in a state- 
menL'' 

■.“Trpops continue, to con- 
soUdaie in die newly cap- 
tured area and dominate the 
ar^ ahead of the defences,” 
the "ministry statement 
added. Sunday. It said Tigers 
used mortars against army 
defences but chd not say ^ 
there were casualties. 

; Security forces by Satur- 
day had moved north-west- 
wards fiiiom the key Puli- 
yankulam Railway Station 
t hey, captured fiom the 
LTTE a day earlier, officials 
said. 

Defence sources said the 
smy advance deeper into 
rebel-held territory to open 
a -strate^c luid route has 
been delayed due to intense • 


resistance by the gueirillas. 

However, the Defence 
Ministry said Saturday that 
security forces achieved "ve- 
ry sai^actoiy results” and 
had been able to "draw and 
kill large groups of terrorists 
finm t^ir concentrations.'’ 

The ministry said 70 
Tigers were killed Friday. 
raisin g rebel losses since the 
latest military push' was 
st^ed on Tuesday to 360. 
Seven soldiers were also 
killed Friday, pushing mili- 
tary losses to 77. 

Tiger guerrillas are lead- 
ing a drawn-out campaign 
for independence in the 
island's northern and east- 
ern regions, where the two 
million Thmil minority is 
concentrated. 

More. Than 50,000 people 
have been killed in bitter 
fighting in the past 25 years. 

There has b^n no imme- 
diate reaction fiom die 
LTTE to the army claims 
but the rebels in a statement 
received here Sunday said 
they were restricting the 
number of people allowed 
ro cross dieir lines Co army- 
held areas. 

The r^l statement ac- 
cused the military, of adopt- 
ing an “eiraric policy” hi 
letting Tamil dvilians uiter 


govermnent-controiled 
areas from Tiger territory 
and said they often turned 
back people. 

"In view of this, the 
LTTE's transport and travel 
division will regulate the 
number of Tamil travellers 
venturing to (the north- 
western district oO Maimar 
checkpoint, allowing them 
through u smaller batches 
to reduce the chance of the 
Siiihaia military tu rning 
people back,'’ the LTTE 
said, referring to govern- 
ment forces. 

The statement made no 
reference ‘40 tbe ongoing 
battles in -the northern Wan- 
ni region. 

Government troops are 
engaged in a major drive to 
capture the main road 
throDgh rebel-held territory 
in the north to link 
Jaffria peninsula with the 
rest of the country. 

Meanwhile, the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross GCRC) said it was 
pi^aring to mediate in the 
release of a North Korean 
merchant vessel, the MV 
Morang Bong, seized by the 
LTTE last month after tbe 
rebels killed a crewman. 

^ix (zewnien will be 
taken over the weekend to 


inspect the ship and work 
out the possibilities to take 
it out,” ICRC spokesman 
Harsha Gunawardena said. 
The vessel is believed to be 
held somewhere in die 
island’s north-easL 

The Morang Bong was 
returning from the northern 
peninsula of Jaffna when it 
was boarded by armed Tiger 
guerrillas who later an- 
nounced they would attack 
any ship taldng supplies to 
' tbe region. 

More than 1,380 people 
from both sides have bMn 
killed, according to official 
estiniates, since tbe offen- 
sive was launched on May 
13 to open the 75 kilometre 
road cutting through rebei- 
dominaied jungles. 

The military has advanced 
Just over 17 kilcMnetres 
since intense jebel counter 
attacks launched on June 1 1 
and has admittedlosing 523 
troopers — or the equiva- 
lent of just over 30 soldiers 
per kilometre. 

The Tigeis, who hold the 
main land access to Jaffna, 
currently supplied only by 
air and sea, will be confoied 
to the jungles in the island's 
north-east if die govermnent 
succeeds in opeolng the 
highway. 


54 reported killed in gimbatUes on 
Indo-Pakistan border in Kashmir 


JAMMU (AFP) — Fifty- 
four Indian and Pakistani 
soldiers were killed as the 
two armies were locked 
Sunday in one of tbe heavi- 
est battles on their disputed 
KashiW border. Indian offi- 
cials said. 

A military spt^smoxi 
here said SI Pakistani 
troops were killed and 45 
oth^ wounded when the 
Indian army reialiaied after 
gun banles broke out 
Saturday evening. 

The spokesman said the 
Indian army had lost three 
men, including a major, and 
suffered six wounded. 

‘The fighting is still con- 
tinuing.” be said. 

In Islamabad, Pakistani De- 
fence Ministry officials jxiw- 
ever vehernently de-nied 
Indian military reports. "No 
exchange of fire has taken 
place in the post two. three 
days in Uri and KargU sec- 
tors” as claimed by Indian 
officials, a Defence Ministiy 
spokesman here said. 


The Indian spokesman, 
however, xnanuiizied that 
clashes hod infact taken 
place. 

**Our tro<^ can w^ch ... 
Pakistani soldiers cairying 
their dead and wounded,” be 
told AFP in Jammu. 
Kashmir’s winter capitaL 
"We could not be a mute 
spectator to tmprovoked fir- 
ing by Pakistan.” 

Tte Press Trust of India 
(FTl) said fighting, mainly 
with small arms, was raging 
at ei^t places. 

Indian officials said the 
worst fi ghting involving 
heavy artilleiy was going on 
at Uri, some 400 kilometres 
northwest of Jammu, as 
well as Kargil, about 500 
kiloinetres northeast of 
here. 

India and Pakistan dispute 
the ownership of Kastunir. a 
picturesque Himalayan 
region, and each hold {»uts 
of the state. The two neigh- 
bours, who have fought 
three wars since their in^- 


• 

pendence from Britain in 
1947. share a 1.2(X}-kilome- 
tre border in Kashmir. 

A Muslim separatist cam- 
paign raging since 1989 in 
the Indian scale of Kashmir 
has claimed more than 
20.(X)0 lives. India accuses 
Pakistan of arming and 
training^ the militants. Pakis- 
tan denies tbe charge. 

An Indian army spokes- 
man in New Delhi con- 
firmed there was "a tremen- 
dous upsurge” in firing by 
Pakistani troops on Ir^ian 
positions, but added he had 
no information about casu- 
alties. 

"(While) small arms fire is 
directed very often by 
Pakistani trxxips towards us. 
artillery has been used in 
the past 48 hours by them,” 
he said. 

‘They have fired 500 (ar- 
tillery) rounds, besides ma- 
ny, many thousands of small 
arms fire.” 

Indian and Pakistani 
troops along the Kashmir 


border regularly exchange 
fire and had b^n firing at 
each other's positions in Uri 
for almost a week. 

The latest fi ghting was the 
worst since April when 
three Indian civilians were 
killed in Pakistani attacks. 

I^kisiaiu forces reported- 
ly began firing around 3:(X) 
p.m. (0930 GMT) Saturday 
along the hilly torder ter- 
rain. 

"The Pakistanis resorted 
to artilleiy fire and pounded 
our praitions with mortars,” 
a military source said. 
"They also used heavy ma- 
chine guns. 

"We retaliated with artil- 
lery. We really gave them 
bell.” 

India and Pakistan re- 
sumed dialogue between 
their foreign secretaries in 
March after a break of more 
than three years. A second 
meeting to<^ place in June 
in Islamabad and a third is 
due in September in New 
Delhi. 


British 
minister 
blows her 
top over 
Montserrat 

LONDON (R) — Britain's 
Minister for international 
development accused 
Montserrat leaders of "hys- 
terical scare mongering” in 
an escalating row over Bri- 
tish help for the volcano- 
soricken Caribbean island. 

Clare Short, in remarks to 
tbe Observer newspaper 
published Sunday, said 
there would be no improve- 
ment in the offer of ;£2^00 
($4,020) p^ adult to help 
Montserrauans relocate to 
Britain or elsewhere in the 
CTaribbean. 

And she said she was so 
angered by the altitude of 
the island's leaders that her 
junior minister mighty even 
cancel a planned visit to 
Montserrat this week. 

“If they play these silly 
political games there will 
be no point in holding 
calksi” ste was quoted by 
the newspaper as saying. 

She accu^ the island’s 
colonial government of 
talking "mad money” in its 
requests for more help 
from London, saying th^ 
the cash offered represent- 
ed six months’ average 
wages on the island. 

Montserrat had asked Bri- 
tain to offa* beads of house- 
hold about $14,800 and 
dependent duldren $7,400. 

^ef Minister Bertrand 
(Dsboine resided abruptly 
Thursday amid criticism of 
his handling of the crisis 
and the level of aid being 
offered by Britain. 

“They say 10,(X)0. dou- 
ble, u^le, then think of 
another number. It will be 
golden elephants next,” 
Ms. Short said. 

"Tb^ have got to stop 
this game. It is bad gover- 
nance. It's hysterical scare 
mongering, which is whip- 
ping people up.” 

Ms. Short said Britain 
had already given £40 mil- . 
lion in aid to Momserrat 
over the past two years and 
a further £10.5 mUlion had 
been set aside for the vol- 
untary evacuation package. 

Only a handful pe<H)le 
were scheduled to leave the 
island Saturday according 
to Montserrat government 
spokesmen, altirough about 
800 of the 5,(X)0 strcHig po- 
pulation still on the island 
have registered to go over 
the next few days. 

Ms. Short said her gov- 
eimnent department’s bud- 
get was designed to help the 
poorest people on Earth. 

“1 have to be very respon- 
sible about bow it is spent 
It would be weak politics if 
I said 'they are making a 
noise and a row. Oh d^. 
give them more money.’ 
"Peoplejn Britain do not 
get comj^nsation if they 
suffer,” she said. 

More dian half the popu- 
lation has already left tbe 
island since the Soufriere 
Hills Volcano stirred to life 
in July 1995 after nearly 
four centuries of dormancy. 


Pope celebrates mass for a 
million to climax youth fest 


PARIS (AFP) — Pope John Paul II cele- 
brated a huge t^n-air mass for more than 
one million young Catholics at a racecourse 
outside Paris Sunday in a colourful climax 
to a six-day evangelical festival in the 
French capii^, organisers said. 

The 77-year-old Pontiff, visibly tired by 
the sweltering temperanires but basking in 
the huge niroout. was acclaimed by a sea of 
waving flags after the mass at the 
llongchamp racecourse west of Paris. 

Rousing "HaUelujabs” resounded across 
the Bois de Boulogne from tbe race track, 
turned into an open-air cathedral for the 
occasion to marie the end of the six-day 
World Youth Days Festival of Catholic 
youth from 160 countries worldwide. 

Tbe turnout was considerably higher than 
expected for the papal mass. (TathoUc offi- 
cii had prediacted up to 700,(X)0 would 
attend. 

"Dear young people, your path does not 
stop here. Go forth on the roads of bumani- 
ly,” said the beaming Pontiff to the huge 
masses. 

Tbe six-day festival began last Tbesday 
and has brought together hundreds of thou- 
sands of young Catiiolics from some 160 
countries for a camival-like week of vigils 
and evangelical events. 

The World Youth Days Festival event is 
held in a different city every two years. In 
1995 it was held in tbe Philippines, b 1993 
in the United States and b 1991 b Pope 
John Paul's native Poland. 

()n Sunday 900,000 pilgrims packed into 
the Longeb^p Racecoui^ many havbg 
spent the night there after a papal vigil 
Saturday ni^t, while more than 200,000 
more gather^ to follow the mass on huge 
screens erected outside, organisers said. 

Untfer clear blue skies the agemg Pontiff, 
who has been m Paris smee T^ur^y, pre- 
ceded the mass by processbg among the 
faithful b his trademark Popemobile. 

A sea of roulti-colouied national flags 
from around the world faced him as, 
flanked by hundreds of bi^ops, he greeted 
the huge crowds from a vast caffiedral style 


podium set up at mie end of the famous 
racecourse for tbe mass. 

T(^ South Korean conductor, Myung 
Whun Chung led the official mass- music, 
which was suj^lemented with ethnic 
African rhythms for some part of the ser- 
vice. 

Temperatures were once agab sweltering. 
Authorities said more than 5,0(X) people 
needed medical treatment, many due to the 
effect of pollution which has reached record 
levels in Paris m recent weeks. 

The Pope, who underwent cancer surgery 
last year, has appeared m relatively good 
form during the Paris trip. However as he 
suffers from Parkinson's disease, his left 
hand trembles constantly. 

Tbe Longebamp mass was the climax of 
the six day festival. It was preceded 
Saturday night by a two-hour vi^ at the 
racecourse, at wfoch the Pope baptised 10 
young people as a symbol of i£e global 
nature of the event 

The Pope took the opportunity to try to 
defuse a row which has dogged tbe festival: 
That the climax of tbe festival coincides with 
tile annivefsaiy of a 16th centuiy massacre 
by French Catholics of the Protestants. 

Specifically he conceded tlft church’s role 
m tile Samt Bartholomew's Day Massacre 
on Aug. 24, 1572, and said religious author- 
ities o^d ncK hide from the troth if they 
were to achieve reconciliatirai. 

"Acknowledging the weaknesses of the 
past is an act ^ honesty and courage which 
helps us to strengthen our faith,” he told 
young (Tatbolics. 

The Pope’s trip has been maned by 
protests over a controversial visit Friday to 
the grave of a noted anti-abortion cam- 
paigner, Jerome Lejeune. 

The nilbg Socialist Party of Prime 
Minister Lionel Jospu led criticism of the 
visit, saybg it "regretted” his decision 
arguing that it could only encourage anti- 
abortion militant s to break the law. 

Mr. Jospb was due to meet the Pope 
Sunday afternoon shortly before his depar- 
ture Rome. 


Kohl plans to dump Waigel in 


cabinet reshuffle 


newspapers 


BONN (R) — Chancellor 
Helmut Kc^ is planiibg to 
replace his jol^weary fi- 
nance minister and otiier 
embattled leaders m his un- 
popular government as part 
of a major shake-up next 
month, several German 
newspapers r^xxted Sun- 
day. 

The BiJd Am Sonntag 
tabloid quoted sources close 
to Mr. Kohl saybg tbe chan- 
cellor was d^ly axuipyed 
Fmance Minister Theo Wai- 
gel had gone public with his 
desire to leave the taxbg job 
next year, but would g^t 
the Imne duck Mr. Waigel 
his wish now. 

The Welt Am Sonntag, an 
authoritative conservative 
Sunday paper, reported tbe 
reshuffle would take place 
before elections b tbe state 
of Hamburg on Sept 21. 

"A finan ce minisler who 
announces plans to resign ik> 
longtf can fight succe^fully 
b pazliament for tax reform 
and abroad for a stable euro,” 
a source BQd Am Sonntag 
called a close Kohl ally was 
quoted as saybg. 

"Kohl belief you should- 
n't stqp people want to 
go,” the new^)q)er added. 

A government spokesman 
b Burn said there was no 
trotii to the reports, \i^ch 
also said Me. Kohl's top 
deputy, pariiaznent»y leader 


Wolfgang Schaeuble, would 
replace Wtugel leading a 
"st^)er ministry’' mad e up of 
the finance economics 
ministries. 

“Tbe governmem denies 
the reports,” said a spotes- 
man m BoniL "They are part 
of the series of false specula- 
tion.” 

The political crisis was 
sparked when Me Waigel. 
58, said be was tired of 
shouldering tire heavy bur- 
den of managing the coun- 
try’s deficit-ridden finances 
wanted to leave the 
thankless office next year. 

Though Mr. Waigel later 
backtracked and said he did 
not want to leave b 1998, 
tbe half-hearted retreat frdled 
to quell speculation about 
bis future and fuelled a bitter 
row among the three parties 
b Mr. Iffohl's centie-ri^t 
coalititm. 

Mr. Waigel fanned the 
flames in an bterview with 
Focus magarine published 
Monday when he said that a 
cabinet reshuffle was defi- 
nitely planned before the 
1998 elections. 

The row — especially the 
suggestion that Mr. W^el 
may take the Foreign Mbis- 
tty now held by foe junior 
cation partners, the Ftee 
Democrats (FDP) — has 
fiirtW erod«l public sup- 
port for Mr. Kohl’s unpopu- 


lar government 

A surv^ published b tins 
week’s editions of Der Spie- 
gel showed the opposition 
Social Democrats (SHD) 
widenbg their lead over Mr. 
Kohl’s Christian Democrats 
(CDU). Tbe Emnid survey 
: showed a likely left-wbg 
alliance of SPD and Greens 
would crush Mr. Kohl’s cen- 
tre-right coalititm by a score 
of 50 to 41. 

"Waigel’s demands fix- a 
reshuffle and his back and 
frxth over the Ennanoe Mi- 
nistry have done more to 
harm the coalition m a few 
days than all the attacks 
the opposition b the 
last few years,” said Bild Am 
Sonntag co lumnis t Mi-chael 
Spieng. 

With newspapers such as 
the conservative Frankfurter 
Ailgemebe Zeitimg saybg 
Mr. Waigel was now a "bur- 
den rather than an asset” for 
Mr. KobL pressure was gio- 
ydng on tbe ctmncellor to act 
whim he returns to Bonn 
Mondio' Bfter his s ummer 
holiday. 

“Leadbg politicians b tire 
coalition now expect Mr. 
Kohl to reshuffle his cabinet 
m September,” said the Welt 
Am Sonn^ newspaper. ‘Tt 
would give foe Christian 
Democrats the lift th^ need 
before state elections b 
Hamburg on SepL 21.” 
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Aid package 
to Palestmians 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein's decision to send 
medical aid to our Palestinian brethren needs to 
be matched by other Arab leaders 'vvho have 
kept a low profile thus far in the face of the 
three-week-old Israeil collective punishment 
scheme against the Palestinians in the 
autonomous areas. The fact of the matter is that 
the Arabs generally have not responded in an 
effective manner to alleviate the suffering of the 
beleaguered Palestimans. Egypt has earmarked 
about $10 million as an emergency aid to the 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA), but other 
Arab capitals have yet to contribute anything to 
the steadfastness of the Pales tinians at this dark 
hour. We believe that an Arab emergency fund 
should be established as soon as possible for this 
and s imilar purposes. Convening a conference to 
establish such a iuiid-.shouId be called for by the 
Arab League. 

What is the sense In all the pious declarations 
of support to the l^estinians when they are left 
literally alone to face the consequences of the 
Israeli siege? Surely the Arab states must have 
concluded that Israel's extreme seenriiy 
demands are a prescription for politick 
upheaval, and possibly bloodshed, in the areas 
under PNA control. It could not have escaped 
the attention of the intemationa] co mmuni ty 
that what Israel is effectively asking Yasser 
Arafat to do is tantamount to starting fratricidal 
fighting among Palestinians. If a Pales tinian 
civil war is what Israel wants, it is the duty of the 
Arab World to begin sounding the alarm. 

The world c ommuni ty should not only be 
alerted to this dangerous policy by Israd, it 
should also be urged to work, through various 
intenmtional agencies and otherwise, to come up 
with a plan to organise an aid package to the 
Palestinians. The steadfastness of the Pdestinlan 
nation-in the-maldng in these trying times must 
be maintained and bolstered. There can be no 
genuine peace at the end of the tunnel if the 
Palestinian people are left to suffer irreparable 
damage by tiie Isradis. As is commonly acknowl- 
edged, extremism festers on deprivation. The 
economic rights of the Palestinians are obviously 
not on list of priorities for Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamm Netanyahu. No wonder his govern- 
ment Is so far behind in the submission of its 
periodic reports to the U.N. on its performances 
under the batemational Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights, which applies to 
Israel as well as to the occupied territories. The 
exacerbation of tbe U.N. with Israel on this score 
and other related Issues has reached unbearable 
proportions, so much so that it has decided to 
issue a warning to tbe Jewish state to respect its 
treaty obligations under tiie covenant. 

'Still the primary responsibility to assist the 
Palestinian people at this juncture falls squarely 
on tbe shoulders of the Arab World. We cannot 
expect the international community to act as 
donor countries at a time when the Arab League 
is near silent where it counts, narady on the pro- 
longed Israeli sanctions against the Palestinians. 
The sooner this Arab omission is rectified the 
better it would be for the genuiness of the often- 
stated Arab concern for the plight of tbe 
Palestinians. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Arab AJ Yawm m^ed 
Damascus to restore full ties with Baghdad and 
strengthen inter-Arab solidarity in the face of 
common threats from Israel and Turkey. Saleh 
Qallab said Syria's move to restore trade ties 
with Baghdad was a step in the right direction, 
but not enough in light of the ongoing political 
developments in the region. Damascus, which 
has not have normal relations with Baghdad for 
20 years, has turned a deaf ear to Baghdad's 
repeated overtures to reestablish normal politi- 
cal and other bilateral ties, noted tbe writer. He 
said perhaps Syria is moving slowly in restor- 
ing ties with Iraq because it does not want to 
anger the Gulf states or Iran; or even the U.S. If 
the state of affairs remains unchanged, people 
will think that Syria restored trade relations 
because it wanted a piece of the cake — that is 
only to benefit from trading under tbe U.N.-Iraq 
oil for food deal, continued the writer. He said 
also people could think that Damascus took 
only half a step towards Baghdad as a means to 
exercise pressure on Turkey or Israel and a way 
of serving warning to the U.S. not to allow its 
Turkish and Israeli allies to go too far with their 
military threats against Syria. The two Arab 
neighbours which are ruled by similar Baath 
parties, said the writer, should do all they can 
towards a rapprochement which can ensure that 
their united strength will protect pan-Arab 
interests. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


‘Protectionist policies — at the 
expense of the country as a whole’ 


THE TECHNOLOGY of lelecoramunicadons in J(xdan needs 
to be reviewed and readdressed, not as an isolated case but as a 
tool of the future that lies althe heart of a fully integFaied eco- 
nomic fiamewock which requinss, more than anything else, a 
conq)lete revamping of the existing inhaaructme. Pacing poli- 
cies, main netw«k access by compeuiots and nue univeisal 
access favailabiliiy to all at reasonable prices; to a state^f-Ae- 
art network are needed if Jordan is to brcome the economic hub 
of the b&idle East and Notdi Ahica regioo. 

■ In 1994, with the actual start of the [xivaiisatiOD drive, many 
e^qxessed fear tiiai this national treasure (telephony! would be 
sold to foreigners. They warned that telephony in Jerdan was 
well and sufiScient and best left alone. Their advice: Sell the bad 
investments, those that are losing money, not the profitable ones. 
Unfortunately, very little was actually done in this vein. 

Those- who saw a gr^ heresy in the privatisation of tbe 
telecommunications sector seem to have succeeded, as all 
efifofts seem to have ccHne to a standstill in spite of a mov- 
ing telecommunications world. What used to be known as tbe 
Telecormnunications Corporation (TCQ, the company with tbe 
wailing list of one hundred and fifty thousand apj^canis has 
mutated to become the Jordan Telecommunications Corporation 
(JTCj, still armed with the same long list Consumers now com- 
plain iiKxe of still slower service. Billing seems to have wors- 
ened after advertisements promised an advanced system: two 
months ago, oonsuniets w'ho, in fear of immediate and uimoti- 
fied disconnection, went to JTC offices offering to pay their bills 
were told to waitb^use of a mix-i^ in ffie billing ^stem; tb^ 
were later cut-off. Dialling 121 for i^ermadon is still a h umili- 
atiog endeavour as the person who answers, if he/she answers at 
all, speaks exactly like a tired, underpaid jailo’ and hangis up 
without a polite word. Connection stffi requites personal con- 
nections, wasta. Upping is still a requirement for the final hook- 
up, and lines are of such low quality that they cannot supportan 
Internet connection in many areas of the Kingdom. Com^iioo 
to the JTC, still the monopolist in basic service pruviaon, is to 
wait for a few years after the end of tbe century. 

To make things worse, those who o^qx^sed privatisation felt 
justified in their warnings that privatisation would destroy tele- 
phony. Hiis is simply not true. What is in^portant is not to 
monopolise. Privatisation happens to be only one way or domg 
away with government monopoly. If tbe government monopoly 
remains, or becomes transformed into a private monopoly, then 
tbe very act of {^vatisation is meaningless. 

But pedi^ we should not despair because change is on tbe 
way. And it is connng frrxn outade. AccordiDg to Tbe 
Economist magazine, the long-distance rare which is used to 
subsidise tbe usually below-cost domestic rate may decrease. 


thus causing tiu JTC to become more efficient to survive in a 
world market. Tbe Tdecoitvmuiucations Law of 1995 banned 
the existence of tekphrxiy providers without a licerrce. Call- 
bat^ con^rames ^'cb bad sprung in Jordan in early 1995. 
although legal, became de facto oiitiawed after 1995 because 
diey would not be granted licences. These cali-back companies, 
thrw^ an ingenious scheme, were able to make a caller fiom 
Jordan, let's say. a very high cost country fix long-distance calK 
end \sp calling fiom die U.S., winch offers prob^iy the world's 
cheapest long-distance call rate& Tbe consumer in Jordan paid 
the bOl to tbe call-back conq^any in the U.S. and that was the end 
of that In actuaHiy, the U.S. paid JTC part of tbe revenue col- 
lected fiom tbe call tfaai was made from the U.S.. and JTC. or 
TCC. thus received a good sum of money. The same process 
applied worldwide and the U.S. ended up paying huge sums of 
money to tite whole worid because of such a defunct tariff 
scheme. Of course, the U.S. vvas unhappy about becoming the 
world's largest payer in telephony tariff Fiores and decided to go 
to the World Trade Organisation (WTO) with its case. 

Many of tbe countries in the WTO that have ccxnmitied to lib- 
eraljsing their Telecommunications markets will do so 1998. 
Otl^ countries have committed, upon entry into the WTO. to 
liberalise their telephony markets- New entrants will open their 
ma&ets to other members of the WTO and tieai them as they 
ties their national conq>anies. Furthermore, rnembers of tbe 
WTO will have to equate the pmee of the phone call worldwide, 
which will enhance the possibility that the present ta riffing sys- 
tem wU be removed. 

Other types of help are also rat the way. The growing use of 
satellite technology, iirstead of traditional networks, will dinun- 
ish any form of protection that has helped create and maintain 
inefficr'encies as basic telephony netwrris become obsolete. The 
Internet is likely to make the cost of calling long-distiuice much 
cbeq>er than it is now. thus irispririug many ways and software 
ndiich will rendo- regulation more more obsolere. 

Jordan must learn that p?rivatisation helps bring investment 
and rids the nation of motK^Tolies. JTC, among others, is yet to 
become truly privatised to feel tbe surge of new capital and 
technology. Protectionist pohdes only help protea the home 
nK»Dpx)Iies. at the expense of the country as a whole. The great 
economist. Adam Smith, more than three hundred years ago 
when talking about protectionism, said: Their (the merchants 
and the manufacturers) interest is, in this resp)eci, directly 
oppx>sed to that of the great body of pTeople. As it is the interest 
of tbe fieemen of a corporation to hinder the rest of the inhabi- 
tants from employing woiioneD but themselves, so ii is ti>e inter- 
est of the merchants and mamiiactureis of every country to 
secure (he monopoly of the home market 


^Israel should not be allowed to get away with crimes 
for which Jewish victims are claiming restitution’ 


By Midi^ Jansen 

WHILE VARIOUS well-oigm- 
ised international Jewish bodies 
have, since World War IL put 
forward massive claims for 
conrpensation for Jewish vic- 
tims of the Nazi Rekh, the 
equally deserving Palestinians 
have never mounted a serious 
eficHt to do the same for 
Pdestinlan victims of the Jewish 
state. Uiere is no time like tiie 
present for launching sudi an 
effort. 

Ihe Pialestinians should has- 
ten to do so because they could 
use the Jewish claims made on 
beitolf of Jews victimised half a 
century ago as a precedent for 
putting forwald claims on 
bdialf ^lestinians (riven 
fiom their homes and deprived 
of life, prop)erty and identity half 
a century ^o. Furthermore, a 
Palesthuan canqiaign could ben- 
efit fiom the wideqxead pxiblic- 
ity given to the Jewish campaign 
on (he prindple (hat what is 
owed to one set of victims; 
should be owed to another. 

For (he Palestinians to soc^ 
ceed, they must emulate (he 
Jewish eff(»t which Is being 
conducted ty the World Jewish 
Congress (WJC), tbe Worid 
Jewish Restitution Organisation 
(WJRO) and the Jewish 
Agem^. The WJRO, the qiear- 
bead of the canqiaign. is a high- 
ly professional Ixxfy with head- 
quarters in Jerusalem. It is led ty 
ixxK other than Fri gw 
Bfoofiuaa chairman of the 
Canadian-based Seagrams 
multinational finn which pro- 
duces alcoholic drinks. 
Btoafinan. who has he ear of 
U.S. President Bill Clinton and 
tiie attention of leading con- 
gressmen. chairs tbe WJC the 
WJRO and the Worid Zonlst 
Congress. He is a man viho gets 
what be wants. And what be 
wantedwasapxnnanentpn^es- 
aonaHy staffed both' with a high 
profile rfiairman- tilis was the 
WJRO, with beadejuarters in 
Jenisalem, making the all- 
impoitam (xxmection between 
the Jewish victims of Nazism 
and the Jewish state, os heir to 
unclaimed properties, public 
and private. Bronfimn also 
secured the partknpation of lead- 
ing U^. political figures and 
U.S. government agencies in 
tins campaign. 

Of course, Ihe Palestinians are 
not in a perition to field another 
Edgar Bronfman to run tbe 
Palestinian campaign or to com- 
mand tbesortofsirppcrihecan 
muster. But a Palestinian cam- 
paign does not really need a pnv- 
otai piublic p^erscnality like 
Bionfoiaa or a man with his 
political clout, because the 


PalestUB^ can use his clout to 
their own advantage; if they 
organise their canqiaiga proper- 

ly- 

What, in fact, a Palestinian 
effort requires, according to Dc. 
Anis Kassem, a leading 
Palestinian international lawyer, 
is a professioDal body made up 
bankers, lawyers and tech- 
nocrats irix) would be in a posi- 
tion to discover and document 
Palestinian assets and losses, 
make aa>tiq)idiensve tisting of 
these assets and losses and pro- 
sent an accounting to Israel and 
the intematiooal community 
making use of the media as 
much as pxissible. Such a b(^ 
would have to be independent of 
the Palestinian N^ooal 
Authority (WA) which is total- 
ly proocciqxed with the oogo'mg 
pii^cal struggle with Israel and 
is notequijpped to establish such 
a body. Ncx^ hss the PNA tbe 
moral autboiity to make 
Palestinian claims stick. 
Chairing such a b(xiy is not a job 
for an *Aia£at loyalist' «4io has 
nothing to recommend him or 
her other than his or her loyalty 
to ‘'tiie Old Man." This is a task 
fora highly qualified Palestinian 
or Arab professional because 
tins job is too inqxriant to be 
left to an unqualified ‘icyalisL" 

In addition to the apipropriate 
p(ofesa(xials. tiie body would ' 
have ID have an expeiieocxd 
pxibtic relations secd(xi which 
would be in a posztion to "max- 
imise media expx)snre.i» This 
means It would have to wozktxit 
a media strategy which would 
piaraOel the Jewish campaign in 
such a w^ as to expose 
Palestinian demaDds for recom- 
pense at prodsely die same time 
Jewish oiganisatioDS make spe- 
cific demands on behalf of 
Jewish victims of the Nazis. To 
pxic it crudely, some sort of 
equivalence must be established 
b^een Jewish victims of the 
Nazis aixl Palestinian victims of 
IsraeL 

What is at stake is a claim for 
corapensarion, restioition and 
even rqiairiation by Ibe so- 
called “refugees" of 1948-49. 
The "refugees" of tins poiod are 
distinginshed by two factors: 
while their situaiicRi is not cov- 
ered by the Geneva 
Conventions of 1949 since most 
Palestinians were forced out of 
their homes before the conven- 
tions were adqpited ly tbe inter- 
nadonal comrauniy — and 
Israel — the United Nations 
provided the "refugees'' with a 
series of resolutions (crromeix;- 
ing with General Assembly 
Resolution 194 of Decembo- 
1948) guaranteeing their li^t to 
repamatioQ and ctropeosadoa 
for their losses. Ihis cai^oiy of 


Palestinian victims was spieci- 
fied by both the Palekine 
liberation Organisation (FLO) 
and Israel in the Oslo aocoids, 
acoending to which the status 
and situation of such "refugees" 
slxxild be a subject of "final sta- 
tus" negotiatioas. Palestimans 
driven cut of Palestinian tenito- 
ty in 1967, jx)st-Geneva con- 
ventions, have been designated 
as "displaced persons" and are 
meant to be accorded different 
status and treatment than the 
"refugees” (although some 
Palestinians, notably the inhabi- 
tants of tiie laige Arpbai Jaber 
can^ near Jericho vtix) were 
driven across the river by the 
Israelis in 1967 can be consid- 
ered both "Refugees'’ and “dis- 
placed piersons’'). 

What should the “refugees" 
claim include? Everything lost 
during Israel's war of establish- 
menlof 1948-49. Lives: A list of 
Palestinians killed duiiitg the 
struggle against the Zonists, 
similar to the list of Jews mur- 
dered during tiie Nazi era. 
should be drawn and oxn- 
pensation ^lould be daiined for 
(heir demise. Many elderly and 
infiint Palestinians died during 
the harsh winter of 1948-49 
(270 a night in Gaza, according 
toUNRWAT 

Pn^iearties: When Israel was 

proclaimed, tbe Jewish px^mla- 

don living in Palestine owned 

only 6.6 per cent of the teiritory 

of tiie country, or 1.7 millicHi 

dunums of land. Fonowtng 

Israel's war of establishment 

and the "clearing,” to use the 

word the Israeh milhaiy adopted 

ai die time, of Palestinian towns 
# 

and'riUages, ihe Israelis secured 
control of 20.5 miUion dunums 
of land. Of this, more than four 
million dunums, excluding 
bedouin grazing areas in the 
Ni^v, were privately owned, 
tile test being categorised os 
"state lancT which was meant to 
-be enjoyed by the whole pxipnila- 
tion lai^ than 1^ an aggressive 
min o ri ty only. After the war. 
(xily 433 Palestinian towns and 
v illages remained of a total of 
807; the Palestinians should be 
in a piosidOD to daim compiensa- 
tion for the destruction of 45 per 
cent of their villages vriiich were 
wdl documented by Ottoman 
and British authorities. 

Among the properties ‘^aban- 
doned” by Palestinians were 
120,Cl(X) dunums of orange 
groves, 70,000 dunums of (dive 
orchards and tetraces. 35.000 
dunums of mature vineyards. 
7.000 dunums of figs, almcaxls 
and apricots, 65 quarries and 
60.500 houses and oomnienrial 
propierties in urban areas. 

While tile newly established 
govemmezit of Israel fook over 


and collected rents (n immov- 
able Palestinian piropierties, 
movable propierties were sold 
off to the army, the state and tiie 
highest bidder at auction. As 
Israel kept records of these 
transactioos, tiie Palestinians 
should be able to claim compen- 
sation for Israel's finaodal gains 
fiom the leasing or sale of Ole- 
gaOy apipropriated Palestinian 
propierty. 

In 1967, the situation was 
quite difiinent because most 
^estinians refused to join the 
masses of "refugees" outside 
mandated Palestine. Among 
those who did are those now 
considered “displaced persons." 
After destroying several villages 
and bulido^g the Maghr^i 
(quarter adjacent to the Wailing 
Wall of (hie Jews and expelling 
the inhabitants of these areas in 
1967. the Z^aeli outhcrities pro- 
ceeded to expropriate and con- 
fiscate Rtiestinian land and 
properties, in flagrant violation 
of ^ Geneva Conventions. 

One estimate of the value of 
Palestinian pnt^ierties illegaUy 
appropriated by Israel is ^10 
t^OD. Such a valuation would 
not include tbe sufferings of the 
various waves of refugees, 
deportees and expellees and the 
denial of national kfentity to the 
Palestinians fiom 1948 until 
Sepitember 1993. when the two 
si^ (xmeeded “mutual recog- 
rution." Such aspects of the case 
make moral losses impossible to 
calculate. But this does not 
mean a value cannot be pilaoed 
(»i materia] losses. 

The pxiint must be made that 
Jewish gnxipis repiresenting 
Jewish victims of foe HdtxstQst 
should not be allowed to make 
cl aims against the successtxs 'of 
the Nazi regimes without simi- 
lar claims being made by 
Falestmian victims of the 
iSonist movement and Israel. 
Furtbermoie. the Palestinians 
should claim not only compien- 
sation but protHseiy what the 
Jewish groupis are claiming, 
“restitution" and the right to 
reestablish communal life where 
it was extinguished 

The Palestinians are in a g(xxl 
perition to put forward thdr 
claims in this particular pieriod 
of human history. For the world 
community is insisting that "eth- 
nic cleansing” should be 
reversed in Bosnia and is piiess- 
ing tte majority Christian Serb 
and Croat communities to allow 
tbe return of expelled Muslims. 
Since Jewish Israel is as guilty 
of “etiinic cleansing" as the 
German Reich and the Bosnian 
Scabs and Croats, Israel shtniki 
not be allowed to ^away with 
ciiines for wlo(fo Jewish victims 
are claiming restitution. 



Human Rights File 

‘EtHcal’ 
investment pays 


By Waleed M. Sadi 

THE INNOVAnyE 
government of British 
Prime Minister Tony 
Blair provided yet 
another pleasant sur- 
prise when it called for 
"‘edijcal investment” 
over and above high- 
lighting human rights as 
a critOTon for Britain’s 
business dealing with 
the interaational com- 
munity. From the way 
things are right now. 
Prime Minister Blair 
seems to be a breath of 
fresh air for which ^ 
nations have long wait- 
ed. What the British 
prime riunister is 
preaching is certainly 
worth reflecting on as 
part of the new humani- 
. tarian order. 

Blair injected morality 
into domestic and inter- 
national relations 
through bis call for an 
"ethitral investment” as 
oppxised to the cold 
bU^ed investment that 
forsakes everything dear 
and noble in man's life 
for fast gain. 

Countries have thus 
poured money into pro- 
jects that not only 
destroy economy but 
play havoc with envi- 
ronment . and human 
health and have traded 
indiscriminately in war 
machines that promote 
aggression and take a 
heavy toll on human 
life. It is the merchants 
of death, figuratively 
and otherwise, who are 
targeted by the British 
premier. 

It is interesriiiig to note 
that in Islam, for exam- 
ple, investment and 
business activities must 
be consecrated for 
"gooef ' causes and can 
never be pursued- for 
only adding wealth, at 
the expense of ethical 
considerations. In Islam, 
ownership, whether pri- 
vate or public, is never 
in absolute tenns. 
According to Islam, 
since God is the creator 
of everything material 
in tbe universe, man’s 
ownership of all earthly 
things is a mere privi- 
lege and held in trust for 
G^'s teachings. And 1. 
am sure odier faiths 
have similar guidelines. 

What in effect Mr. 
Blair and his team are 
calling for, therefore, is 
the return to tbe good 
old morality as 
espoused by the three 
monotheistic religions 
for guidance in the pur- 
suit of economic devel- 
opment 

A practical and moral 
issue forces itself here: 
had we, in Jordan, been 
frithfril to tbe c^l for 
ethical investment, we 
would not have tolerat- 
ed investment in ciga- 
rette manufacturing, in 
the sale of adulterated 
fo^ and fuel that con- 
tains lead or of agricul- 
tural produce that is 
contaminated with 
insecticides and pesti- 
cides. The list of unethi- 
cal investment is inex- 
hs^tible and one can 
thing of so many ongo- 
ing business practices in 
«Our midst which fall 
'under the category of 
unethical investmenL 
The gist of Mr. Blair's 
message to his country- 
men, and indeed to the 
rest of the mankind, is 
that it is high time to 
think anew about 
implanting morality into 
all human endeavours. 
This objective can be 
best attained by making 
man and his welfare the 

centre of all human 
activity. 

London, under its new 
leadership, is obviously 
spearheading the cru- 
sade for moral human 
activities, first by 
putting the accent on 
human rights and now 
on the call for ethical 
investinenL It behoves 
our religious leaders to 
follow in the footsteps 
of Britain and start cas- 
ing for revamping our 


national investment 
policies by making ethi- 
cal considerations the 

comer Stone of all fiiture 

investment - 

The Jordanian legisla- 
tion on the promotioD of 
investment should 
therefore be overhauled 
altogether in order to 
reonent the objectives 
and make them not only 
material but also harmo- 
nious with dhical 
demands. 1 doubt that at 
this stage of our nation- 
al d welopment our eco- 
nomic plaimers would 
be in tbe m(X>d for 
moral considerations, 
but that should not stop 
us, people at the receiv- 
ing end of die invest- 
ment policies, fi[oni 
starting to think aloud 
about ethics and morali- 
ty. This is, after all. His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan's mes- 
sage to Jordan and 
rest of Ihe . worid: 
humanise devdopment 
by placing man and his 
weitare at the core of 
planning. 

There need not be a 
conflict between ethical 
investmenC and econom- 
ic progress. If anytiring, 
there is every re^on to 
think that etiucal invest- 
ment would re^ b^r 
and more durable 
returns in the long run. 


^^Ignoring en- 
vironmental 
considera- 
tionSy for 
example, 
might be expe- 
dient in that it 
could cut pro- 
duction costej 
but surely this 
short-sighted 
policy would 
end up becom- 
ing costly in 
the long term.” 


Ignoring environmen- 
considerations, for 
example, might be 
expedient in that it 
could cut prDducti(» 
costs, but surely 
short-sighted policy 
would end up becoming 
costly in the long tenn. 
This has been the expe- 
rience of all industrial 
nations of the world and 
there is no reason to 
believe that our fate 
would be any differeot 
if we continue to ignore 
the importance of envi- 
ronmenL The same goes 
for industries that are 
clearly harmful to man's 
life. We have all heard 
about the multi-billion 
settlement that was 
reached in the U.S. 
between cigarette com- 
panies and consumers- 
When it is established 
beyond a shadow of 
doubt that smoldng cig- 
arettes is harmful to 
human life, why should 
we tolerate huge invest- 
ment in this industry 
when tbe same money 
could be channelled into 
other industries that pro- 
duce goods and services 
that are not harmful to 
man. 

Why should we still 
allow the production of 
leaded gasoline, for 
example, when we 
know for a fact that lead 
is most harmful to 

health. Yes, it wouI<i 
cost a lot to change our 

reJ^eiy production line 

from leaded to unlead- 
ed, but the long-term 
cost of ignoring the dan- 
gers from leaded fuel is 
even hi^er. 

As Muslims who 
speak a lot about reli- 
gion as affecting all 
aspects of our life, why 
not start a proews of 
practical application of 
our faith where it counts 
most. 
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Vietnam doctor uses herbs to fight drugs 



Sixiy-tfaree-yeai^olil Hang A IVwg, smokes opium from a pipe in a dimly lit room in the northern village of Xa Linh. IVang who has been addicted to opium for 34 years 
claims he wants to kick the habit Vietnamese doctors and United Nations ofTicials are investigating the potential of ^^eantos”, a locally produced herbal medicine as a cure 
for opium and heroin addiction. Heantos is said to cure people of adiction in as little as Uve days with very few side-effects (Reuter photo) 


■j^ Adzto Edwards 

Reuter 

XA UNH, yietoaoi — Tran 
.Khticn^ Dan is Dot your 
raarmal physician. His father 
wait an addict, his 

brother di^ of an overdose. 

led him to explore 
the niind-beoding post-war 
world of Sfugon opium 
dens. 

”You know, after the war 
ended, hundn^ of wound- 
ed veterans were addicted to 
the pain-kiUer moiphioe.r 
be says. *The idea of find- 
ing ^ anti-dnig atkliction 
medicuK came into my 
miod duilng the time 1 liv^ 
in a nei^bourhood of drog 
addicts in Saigon.” 

Dc. Dan mined himself 
into an addict and lived for 
himself the cravings associ- 
ated with opium add/cdon 
or chasing the heroin drag- 
on, as welt as the torment of 
withdrawal. 

He sold bis home. He trav- 
elled to live anXHig tribal 
groups in northern Vietnam 
where he sou^i an answer 
to addiction in tiaditiona! 
herbal remedies among 
conuuunities where opium 
had been grown for decades, 
nfteen years after that 
quest began, the 55-year-old 
may have found a cme, with 
potential implications for 
addicts worldwide. 

United Nations testing 
underway 

In June this year the Unit- 
ed Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) 
announced it was stepping 
up testing of the me&cine 
that Dan created, a flery- 
tasting brown syrup nam^ 
heantos. 

Roy Morey, the UNDP’s 
Washington director, told a 
news conference in the 
United Slates that the medi- 
cine had already been tested 
on 3.(XX) Vietnamese 
addicts. 

He said trials had shown a 


or readdiciion, and minimal 
side-effects. 


Full testing would require 
two more years, but folluw- 
■ up soTdies were under way 
in both Vietnam and the 
United Stales by the Viei- 
piunese government and the 
jObn Hopkins University 
Seboed of Mediciiie in Balii- 
ntow. 

“It’s veiy cxcitiDg,“ says 
[.aura Dillon of the UNDP's 
Hanoi office. *Tm told nor- 
mal withdrawal from addic- 
tion cun feci like thousands 
of maggots crawling up 
your legs, ft drives people 
mud Heantos seems to 
avmd those cfiecis." 

Medidne tested 

on iaad drivers 

At a small centre in Hoa 
Binh, some 60 kilometres 
(wen of Hanoi, nervous 
heroin addicts arrive at a - 
small rriudnlftaiion centre 
to begin cor^Oy super- 
vised treatmeni. 

One is a young Hanoi taxi 
drives; a groop notoriou.s for 
its use of drugs. He bica^ 
down in tears as he is 
searched in front of fontign 
reporters. 

Patients who have already 
received treatment declare 
the process a success. 

”1 do longer have cravings 
since I heantos,” says 
Le Ngoc Binh. a young 
woman who until June was 
a heroin addict. “Now I 
can’t think of drugs. If 1 do. 
it makes me vomit.” 

Docttxs say ike medicine 
is delivered in two doses. 
The first eliminates with- 
draw'al symptoms and with- 
in a week leaves patients 
able to abstain. The second 
course is taken a month later 
to prevent readdiction. 

It is said to have a quick 
effect on addicts to heroin, 
cocaine and some addictive 
medicines. For oprium users 
the process is slower. 

Zn \^etnam, the costs of 


The medicine is non- 
addictive, and so ftir — 
apart from difficulties noted 
by some patients in sleeping - 


during the first course — 
few side-effects have been 
noted. 

• 

(ThaUenge to prove 
heantos lives up to claints 

Eighty kilometres away in 
Xa Lttih. a poor village near 


the Laos border, 63-yeur-oid 
Hang ATnmg .scoops opium 
piaste into a pipe, holds it 
over an oil-lamp flame in a 
dimly lit room, inhales and 
lays back in ec.stasy. 

The image is straight out 
of a 19lh century east Asia 
of opium dens and crazed 


addicts. But for thousands 
of people across the thinly 
policed and ancient world of 
northern Indochina it is a 
reality that remains today. 

*'! used to plant opium to 
earn money. But 1 used it as 
a medicine, and became 
hooked.” said the addict of 


34 years, adding that he has 
little faith in in^icines and 
believes he would suffer 
relapTse. 

For the scientists e.xamin- 
ing heantos the scepticism 
may be of a more profes- 
sional nature. But it under- 
lies key questions about a 


treatment that, if it lives up 
to its almost mythical 
btlling. could affect lives 
around the world. 

Estimates of the cost of 
dhig ab'use in the United 
States alone range from $70 
billion to $S0 billion a year 
for treatment, crime associ- 


ated with drug addiction and 
the cost of aIdS. which can 
be transmitted by users 
sharing needles. 

Dr. Dan, however, says he 
is not interested in the p6s.si- 
ble money. “1 am a doctor. 
All I want is to cure peo- 
ple.” he says. 


hr^ degree of success and 
r^xted 1 : eiUFaorttihaiy 
results, with only about a 30 
per cent rate of recidivism. 


treatment are .typically 
around $30 per person, 
about a third of the cost of 
existing ahematives. • 


NASA scientists dream 


Radiation leaks alarm Long Islanders 
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about possible manned 
mission to Mars 


^ niifippe Alfioy 

. Agence France-Presse 


WASHiNGTON — Their 
ambitions soaring and 
btxizans expanding after 
die Mars Patiifinder’s phe- 
Qomenal success, NASA 
sciehti^ have gone into 
overdrive over Ste possi- 
bifi^ a manned mission 
to the'ied plancL 

the National 
Aooiiantics and Space 
.Adfflinistnition says such a 
prqfect is a long way off — 
that all : tiie agency has 
decided on is a $25 UUion 
budg^ and an eight-year 
time frame to put a man on 
Mars. . 

But as the Pathfinder and 


sGQOunier rover robot 
; -.surpassed all their 
sion goals — and show 
ry indkation of record- 
unprecedented 
I mdefinirely — NASA 
are focusing on 
.next frontier. The 
lanned pathfiiKier laixi- 
m Mars July 4. 






manned mission arer formi- 
dable. A report by the 
. National Research Council 
curtly reminded a euphcaic 
sciemific community that 
- the exist^ scientific arse- 
nal was incapable of land- 
ing astronauts on Mars or 
even e nabling tiiem to stay 
for extended periods on the 


moon. 


“Sending a crew to Mars 
would take nearly two 
years . ronnd-trip and it 
woold be difficult and cost- 
ly — if not impossible — 
to completely stock or 
replemsh the necessary, 
fbod, water and oxygen 
supplies,” the report sai^ 

_ Mars is a particularly 
inheritable planet for 
humans; with its oxygen- 


free atmosphere, near-zero 
gravity, deadly cosmic 
rays, temperatures 

approaching minus 73 
(degrees Celsius (minus 
163 Fahrenheit) and winds 
over 200 kilometers on 
boor. 

The magmtude of a 
manned mission defies 
both NASA's budget con- 
straints and the new philos- 
ophy summed up ^ 
PatUindef . chief scientist 
Daniel Goldin as “better, 
faster, cheaper^. 


^^Sending a 
crew to Mars 
would take 
nearly two 
years round- 
trip and it 
would be diffi- 
cult and costfy 
— if not impos- 
sible — to com- 
pletely stock or 
replenish the 
necessary, food, 
water and oxy- 
gen supplies/^ 


But the probe's success 
has started the scientists 
dreaming again of ways to 
beat the o^. 

“It's in essence trying to 
keep people alive for two 
and a hahf years two hun- 
dred millions miles away 
with no store to go to,” said 


Alan Ladwig, NASA asso- 
ciate administrator in the 
office of policy and plan.*:. 
“We have to conceive a life 
support system and trans- 
fer it lo Mars,” he said. 

Fuel is another problem. 
“Canyittg enough fuel is a 
. pretty substantial weight 
and therefore cost penalty.” 
said Frank O'Donnell of 
NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratc^ in Pasadena, 
California, which is run- 
ning the Pathfinder mis- 
sion. 

“If it were possible to go 
with just enough fuel to get 
there, then to make the rest 
there, it would obviously 
cut down on the weight 
tremendously,” Mr. 

O’Donnell said. 

NASA is now studying 
the feasibility of building a 
facility on Mars that would 
combine byefrogen with the 
carbon dioxide gas in the 
planet's atmosphere to pro- 
duce liquid oxygen to 
power the spacecn^ bock 
to earth. 

The same principle 
would be applied to the 
productidn of oxygen for 
crew members. 

"They have just succeed- 
ed in taking some seed 
from a broccoli sent aboard 
Mir and growing it again.” 
said NASA spokesman 
Ray Costello. ‘That's the 
kind qf challenge we have 
to meet because it’s going 
to take a fair amount of 
broccolis to come up with 
the atmosphere for a crew 
to breathe.” 

“I think it's do-able," 
said Mr. Ladwig. ‘Techni- 
cally, I believe we’re going 
to meet the challenge. The 
rally qiiesdons become 
when we are going there 
and who.” 


UPTON, NEW YORK (AP) 
— Eilera Selig says “no” 
whenever her 6-year-old 
daughter asks to take a bath. 
She makes her children 
brush their teetli with bottled 
water. 

Although scientists ui 
neighbouring Brookhaven 
National Laboratory say it's 
safe, the 36-year-old mother 
of two is terrified that radia- 
tion leaking into the ground- 
water from the plant will 
reach Ikt family and give 
them cancer. 

Ms. Selig had lived con- 
tentedly fra six years here oh 
eastern Long Island — until 
1995. That’s when the presti- 
gious scientific re.sean:h lab 
announced a plan to dump 
radioactive wa.ste into the 
Peconic River as part of a 
sewage tnralment upgrade. 

That was just the begin- 
ning. Since then, {xogres- 
sfvely more distuning 
reports have been surfacing 
af^t radioactive leaks, 
mish^s, sloppy practices 
and lack of accountability at 
the plant — just 100 kU/ntne- 
lers east of New Yrak city. 

Public opposition has 
grown so loud ^ ihai 
Brookhaven was forced to 
revise not only its seWage- 
treatment plan, but itslman- 
agement as a whole. 

A legion of neighbours, 
environmentalists. politi- 
ciaas and health officials 
have come to believe that the 
renowned research facility' is 
sacrificing the community’s 
health and a New' York sum- 
mer playground at the altar 
of science. 

Brookhaven officials insist 
the damage is minimal. 

“We’ve contaminated the 
aquifer.” acknowledges Bob 
Casey, bead of the plant's 
Safety and Environmental 
Division, referring to the 
underground water system. 
“But we have not created 
conditioas that aie harmful 
to health.” 

Helen Caldicott, an Aus- 
tralian paecfianician who 
founded the Nobel Prize- 
winning I%ysicians for 
Social Re^)onsibility, says 


that's untrue. 


‘There’s gross irrcsptwsi- 
biliiy, scientifically and 

medicaliy. there.” says Ms. 
Caldicott. who lives at the 
eastern tip of Long i.sland. 

Brookhaven lies in the 
pine banens, 40,(XX) 

hccUiies of fragile wood- 
lands atop the sde drinking 
water source for Long 
Island's 2.7 million resi- 
dents. It lies near one of the 
largest metropolitan areas in 
the world and its beadies 
and natural beauty attract 
thouLsands every .summer 
weekend 

For most of its existence. 
Brookhaven went about its 
business vimially beholden 
to no one. Opened by the 
energy deparement in 1947. 
the lab was operated by 
Associated Universities Inc., 
a group of nine northeastern 
universities. 

As a federal entity, it didn't 
have to meet state or local 
regulations; as a research 
facility it was exempt from 
nuclear regulatory commis- 
sion oveisighL 

On its secluded 2.100 
hectares, scientists quietly 
earned four Nobel prizes for 
discoveries on the basics of 
matter, crearmenis for cancer 
and other breakthroughs 
using high-tech atom- 
smashing machines. 

Brookhaven scientists also 
have researched ways to bat- 
tle heart disease and improve 
enviroranental cleanup tech- 
nologies. 

But Bfxxtkhaven lost its 
low profile in a big way in 
January when it reveal^ it 
had measured a radioactive 
substance called tritium at 1 1 
times the safe drinking- 
water standard in groundwa- 
ter near one of its nuclear 
reactors. 

Subsequent accounts 
re\'ealed that tritium had 


been leaking for 12 years, 
reaching 30 times the safe 
level and fomiing a radioac- 
tive plume almost 600 
meters long. The source is 
believed to be a 257,400- 
litre pool where spent fuel 
rods from the plant's high 


flux beam reactra are stored 
until they cun be shi(^d fra 
reprocessing. 

Other radioactive materi- 
als such as strontium-90, 
cesium- 137 and cr^Kilt-bO 
— and chemicals witfi 
names such as 
Lrichioroethane and ethylene 
dibromide — also have 
made their way into the 
groundwater. 

None of the Brookhaven 
officials interviewed could 
say wihat critium does to 
harm humans, and in what 
quantities. 

Ms. (Thldicott says there is 
no such thing os a safe dose 
of radiation — even liny 
concentrations strengthen 
and become • potentiaUy 
lethal as they travel up the 
food chain. 

Tritium, because it resem- 
bles water, invades the 
body's water molecules and 
combines in'DNA. where 
once bound into organic 
.molecules it becomes up to 
300 times more toxic, Ms. 
Caidicob says. 

At the headwaters of the 
Peconic. the plant is in a 
state-desi^ated groundwa- 
ter proieciion area. As whiter 
tailed deer nibble grass 
beside wells installed to 
d^emiine the extent of the 
leak. Richard Araper, head 
of the Long Island Pine Bar- 
rens Society, worries about 
wild animals. 

“They can tell their 
employees not to drink the 
water, but they can't tell the 
deer or the fox or the 
fish,” he says. 

In 1980. Brookhaven was 
placed on the state’s list of 
inactive hazardous waste 
disposal sites. In 1989. the 
EPA designated it a haz- 
ardous-waste cleanup site, 
citing 28 problems that 
needed attendoD. 

Among recent incidents 
that have plagued the plant 
was the recent contiunina- 
tion of .six lab workers who 
were exposed to small doses 
of radioactive chlorine while 
preparing to use a iesean:fa 
reactor, the energy depart- 
ment said. 


But beyond the potential 
danger, what has reaUy 
enraged residents and stale 
officials has been the lab's 
apparent disregard for their 
concerns. 

“ft seems that every time 
you pick up a paper, you're 
finding that they have been 
withholding results and 
there's another coniamina- 
lioru or the uitiura has risen 
to higher levels than initially 
disclosed,” says Mare Carey, 
a spokesman for New York 
Attorney General Dennis 
Vacco, who is investigating. 

William Gunther, tead of 
Brookhaven 's Office of 
Environmental Restoration, 
acknowledges that officials 
ignored tritium found near 
the reactor in 1985 and 1986, 
giving higher priority to 
problems closer to the 
boundary. 

The county health depart- 
ment persuaded Brookhaven 
officials to sign an agree- 
ment in 1987 to adhere lo 
environmental standards. 
But plant officials insisted 
the reactor’s storage pool 
needed no modifications, 
and refused to sample 
groundwater surrounding it 
until last summer, says Mary 
Hibberd. Suffolk County's 
health commissioner. 

Thai’s when the tritium 
leak turned up. 

Ti just seems to me arro- 
gant to just say, ‘We know 
it's not leaking and we're not 
even going to test for it;," 
Ms. Hibberd says. 

Mr. Casey concedes: “In 
hindsight, at this point, all of 
that is dearly not the way 
we'd do it now.” 

The plant employs 3.200 
people and contributes S490 
milfion a year to the local 
economy. 

Now. its ageing reactor is 
closed indefinitely while 
officials try to pump the tri- 
tium from wi^re it has 
leached down.stzt:am back to 
the reactor area. After the 
radioactive fuel rods are 
removed from the leaking 
pooL die lab plans to drain it 
and line it with two layers of 
steel. 


Lab Director Dr. Nicholas 
Samios stepped down in 
May. succeeded by interim 
Director Dr. Lyle H. 
Schwartz, who vowed to 
clean up the contamination 
and regain the public's mist. 

“A compicie change in the 
culture here is requi^ and 1 
am deeply committed to 
■ starting the process." Dr. 
Schwartz said. 

U.S. Energy Secretary 
Federico Pena fired associat- 
ed uni\'eisities. saying. 
‘There need not. and will 
not, be a trade-off between 
award-winning scientific 
research and environment, 
safety and health. Their per- 
formance wa.s unacceptable, 
inexcusable, and flat-out 
wrong.” 

U.S. Congressman 

Michael Forbes and Sen. 
Alfonse d* Amato have 
asked Congress to scrutinise 
the lab. They also have 
demanded that the energy 
department restore 

.. Brookhaven *s budget for 
environmental restoration 
and waste management. 
' which was cut from $33 mil- 
Uon in 1996 to $21.5 million 
for J997. 

Residents recently discov- 
ered that Brookhaven failed 
to notify them about a conta- 
minoted-water spill in July 
1995, and say they also were 
‘ never notified about a small 
radiation leak in march 
1994. Seven workers were 
contaminated after nuclear 
research equipment caught 
fire. 

About 225 people living 
■within 16 kilometers of the 
lab have filed a $2 billion 
class-action lawsuit ag ains t 
associated universities, seek- 
ing compensation for health 
problems and lost property 
value. 

Eileen Selig has sent her 
children's baby .teeth off to 
an epidemiologist to see if 
they contain strontium-90. 

“My 6-year-old, she loves 
to take baths, to play with 
her water toys." Ms. Selig 
says. T don't let her take 
b£^ anymore. Just quick 
diowers.” 
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Workshop to search for remedies 
for the industrial sector’s miments 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan limes 

AMMAN —The High- 
er Council for Science 
and Technology (HCST) 
will hold a week-long 
workshop with experts 
from Japan and Canada 
in order to search for 
remedies for the indus- 
trial sector's ailments, 
orcanisers said Sunday. 

Said Alloush, president 
of the Royal Scientific 
Society (l^SS), said the 
workshop, held under 
the title “the national 
policy for science _ and 
tec^ology," is aimed 
also at rormulating a 
mechanism to help 
domestic industry com- 
pete in the world market. 

Among the issues that 
will be" discussed, are 
quality control, produc- 


tivity and administrative 
reform in local industry. 
Dr. Alloush added. 

The RSS chief empha- 
sised ^at the workshop 
will not provide “magic 
solutions to the prob- 
lems that face Jordanian 
induspy but will help in 
gleaning “suggestions” 
and introducing a 
“mechanism” to over- 
come the difficulties that 
hinder its progress. 

He added that the 
Japanese government 
expressed its willingness 
to send experts to Jordan 
to help in formulating 
the mechanism of the 
industrial policy in the 
Kingdom. 

Ahmad Mango, an 
official at the RSS, said 
Japan's own industrial 
policy includes many 
components such as 


encouraging foreign 
investrnents, developing 
strategic industries, 
technology import, leg- 
islation flexibility' and 
cooperation with the pri- 
vate sector. 

Dr. Mango said the 
Japanese experience was 
a good example not only 
for Jordanian industry 
but for all developing 
countries. 

He told reporters that 
Canadian experts will 
brief Jordanian partici- 
pants on their experi- 
ence in administrative 
reform designed to suit 
the Canadian environ- 
ment and industry. 

Osama Khalidi, head 
of the HCST secretariat, 
said some of the work- 
shop's sessions will be 
held in the Industrial 
City of Sahab to allow 


participants to closely 
study the problems 
encountered by the fac- 
tories there. 

Dr. Khalidi said the 
conference follows a 

workshop that was held 
in June last year focus- 
ing on the industrial pol- 
icy. 

He stressed that a new 
mechanism should take 
into consideration all the 
components of industry 
such as employee, 
employer, different gov- 
ernment departments 
and ministries. 

Dr. Khalidi that it 
should also study means 
to develop -the laws that 
concern the investment 
environment in order to 
facilitate investments 
and encourage foreign 
capital. . 


Arab Gulf countries need 
$100 billion for oil, gas projects 


ABU DHABI (AFPl — 
Arab Gulf states need to 
spend nearly $100 billion 
on projects to develop 
their oil and gas industry 
to face growing domestic 
and foreign demand, 
according to an official 
study. 

The funds are part of a 
total investment of 
between $200 billion and 
$250 billion in energy 
and communication until 
the year 2010 in the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). said the 
study by Khaled Ai 
Fayez. chief executive of 
the Gulf Investment Cor- 
poration (GIC), said. 

“The oil and gas sector 
alone needs an investment 
of around SIOO billion 
while nearly $35 billion 
are needed for petro- 
chemical projects.” he 
wrote in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) business 
weekly Emirates Today. 

But Mr. Fayez, whose 
corporation groups the six 
GCC members, said 
regional states should 
leson to the private sector 
to ensure financing. 

“Considering such huge 
investments, the GCC 
governments should give 
a chance to the local and 
foreign private sector to 
participate,'' he said. 

Most GCC countries 
have embarked on pro- 
jects to boost their oil 
production capacity and 
tap their mammoth gas 
resources. 


Industry sources said 
the six members — Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Bahrain and the 
UAE — have pumped 
more than $30 billion 
since 1990 on mainte- 
nance and development of 
their oilfields. 

Saudi Arabia. the 
world's dominant oil 
power, has announced 
plans to maintain its sus- 
tainable output capacity 
at nearly 9.5 million bar- 
rels per day (bpd) and 
expand it later to more 
than 10 million bpd. The 
plans include develop- 
ment of the giant Shayba 
desert oilfield. 

Kuwait has also 
embarked on projects to 
boost capacity to three 
million bpd in the year 
2000 from around 2.3 
million bpd while the 
UAE has already raised 
its production i»tenilal to 
nearly 2.5 niiJlion bpd 
from two million bpd. It 
also plans to increase it to 
three million bpd in the 
next few years. The three 
countries control nearly 
45 per cent of the world’s 
totd recoverable crude 
wealth and produce 
around 17 per cent of the 
global oil supplies. The 
production level is set to 
climb steadily after the 
year 2000. 

Mr. Fayez said GCC 
states had already com- 
mitted themselves to pro- 
jects worth nearly $36 
billion , covering petro- 


chemicals and gas iique- 
faction. 

He cited giant LNG pro- 
jects in Qatar and Oman 
and petrochemical ven- 
tures in Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait. A large part of 
the investments had come 
through borrowing from 
regional and foreign 
banks, he said. 

“Gulf states have moved 
towards privatisation of 
their public enterprises 
but the process has 
remained slow," he said. 
“There should be quick 
steps by those countries 
to privatise their 
economies for better pro- 
ductivity.” 

Gulf states have often 
warned against a possible 
shortage of funds needed 
to develop their oil sector, 
saying this could result in 
a supply crisis in future. 
They have also urged 
consuming countries to 
cooperate with producers 
to keep crude prices high 
to secure financing for 
such projects. 

Most Gulf states have 
been reeling under eco- 
nomic and financial prob- 
lems caused by a decline 
in crude prices over the 
past decade. 

From a record $180 bil- 
lion in 1981, the GCC's 
oil income has plummet- 
ted to an average $70 bil- 
lion annually over the 
- past 10 years. In real 
terms, the income was 
below $30 billion in 
1996. 


Syria’s 
wheat 
production 
expected 
to fall 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Syria's wheat production 
is expected to fall almost 
25 per cent in 1997, to 3.2 
million tonnes compared 
to four million tonnes last 
year, the government daily 
Tishrin has said. 

The shortfall is due to a 
late winter freeze in April 
and low rainfall, the Syri- 
an agriculture ministry 
said. 

Syria has been self suffi- 
cient in wheat since 1992, 
whett it reached a produc- 
tion level of three million 
tonnes. It had previously 
been an importer of the 
grain. 

The overall production 
of grains fell in 1997. 
except for chick peas, 
which rose to 60 million 
tonnes from 46 miUion 
tonnes in 1996. 

The expected harvest of 
lentils this year is 93 mil- 
lion tonnes compared to 
152 million tonnes in 
1996. 

Barley production is also 
expected to fall to 1.1 mil- 
lion tonnes in 1997 from 
1 .6 million tonnes last 
year. 

Domestic cereal produc- 
tion has so far ^Ifllled 
consumption levels this 
year. 


Peanuts 


IM KiaCIN6 THIS BEACH BALL 
CLEAR ACROSS THE OCEAN 
U/HERE SOME OTHER LITTLE 
KIP CAN FINP IT. 

r 





SOMEBODV BETTER TELL 
THAT KID.. 
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-Wheat ($hon) ' 

^ 141 ■ 

spot 

Soya (clbs) 

2X02 

Spot 

Teatstg/kg) 

165 

spot 

Barley ($/bsh) 

0 

Spot 

Rice ($/toh) 

450 

Spot 





us Dollar 

0.708 

X710 

QBStaifRng 

1.1262 

1.1318 

DEHa^ 

00805 

00827 

'GHRnc 

<t4839 

0.4662 

FR Franc 

X113 

X1136 

JPYan 

05999 

■a6Q29 

NLGuQdar 

00382 

00399 

ITLira 

00612 



THE Dally Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Wearing 
sarxlals 
5 Core group 
10 Friendly talk 

14 Wish 

15 “—Irish Rose- 

16 Actor Cronyn 

17 Final word 

18 Takeoff 
prematurely 

20 “All the 
Presktertfs — ^ 

21 Noway, — 

22 Part of a stair 
step 

23 Heart 
contraction 

.25 Shopping place 

26 Gaelic 

27 Adroit 
maneuverings 

31 Bouquet flowers 

33 Joins the 
chorus 

34 Everything 

35 Dies — 

36 “La — Vita" 

37 As well 

38 Hindrance . 

■39 hiaggard of 

country music 

40 Lace end 

41 Lifts 

43 Uveiy 

44 City on the Oka 

45 Machine- 
gunned 

48 Posts 

50 Gumbo 

51 Opening 
number 

52 Get off the hook 

54 Disney film 

55 Comic Johnson 

56 Fish-eating 
birds 

57 Hun king 

58 Anthropologist 

Marga^ 

59 Food regimens 

60 Resouiding 
blow 

DOWN 

1 Pillow covers 

2 Cozy 

3 Magic words 

4 Retreat 


1 

2 

3 

4 

14 




17 




20 



ie 

23 







10 

11 

12 

13 

16 
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31 

32 



35 




38 



■ 

41 



5 


58 


by C.F. Murray 

5 Coax 

6 Maltreat 

7 Coin 

8 Agent, for short 

9 Make hostile 

10 War and hope 

11 Gigantic 

12 Asian river 

13 Gymnast's goal 
19 Takes on 

21 Chinese kJoJ 

24 Yew, e.g. 

25 Chop 

27 Sates 

28 Set out 

29 In adffition 

30 Niche 

31 Fair attraction 
32* Nuncupative 
33 City near 

Quebec 

36 Hated 

37 Taj Mahal site 

39 Actress Thomas 

40 Guam harbor 

42 Said 

43 Accent 

45 Trapshooting 

46 — Gay 

47 Jeans material 
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48 “Utopia" author 

49 Movie dog 

50 Department in 
France 


52 Rita of 
Hollywood 

53 Calendar abbr. 

54 Fancy marble 


horoscope 
forecast 

FOR MONDAY 
AUGUST 25, 19?7 

By Thomas S. Pienmi, 

AstrologenCanvU 
Righter fbundaiion 

ARU^: (March 2l to 
April 19) You haw some 
inceresiing ideas * about 
how to add to your pte- 

sent income today, how- 
ever, yon must manipu- 
late the difficulties con- 
nected with them firet 
Later evening will he 
good to go out on the 
town with your mate 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) An idea which 
someone gives you may 
at first seem worthless 
today, howevcf, if you 
look more closely yoo’ll 
change your mind. Get 
out later this evening and 
socialise with' your 
and meet close ffiends in 
the process. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Find a method of 
operation today to deal 
with a difficult fellow 
associate which will 
make you more efficient 
in your owm career activi- 
ties. Purchase something 
thoughtful for your ma[f 
and he or she will be 
return y our a ppreciation. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 10 July 21) Get in 
touch with a fellow asso- 
ciate early today and 
arrange a recreational 
activity which he or she 
will enjoy. Bring your 
mate along, and you'll 
benefit greatly by m^'ng 
the experience quite 
enjoyable. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) If you invite any 
guests into your home 
today, make sure they are 
trustworthy or you could 
discover some items are 
missing. Get practical 
matters arranged with 
your loved ones, despite 
delays which could exist. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Don’t 
write or say anything 
today when communicat- 
ing with ottiets which 
could in the days ahead 
be used against ‘you. Be 
sure to dnve with the 
utmost care later this 
evening, so that you don’t 
get into any difficulties. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Get advice 
from an expert today 
before dealing with any 
financial or tax matters. 
Be sure you maintain 
your poise in any conver- 
sations, so that you won't 
generate the wrong 
impression. especially 
with a bigwig. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) If you 
want to get a very practi- 
cal person to agree with 
your ideas today, be sure 
you have all the correct 
facts and figures before 
you begin. Later this 
evening will be good for 
seeking the assistance of 
a fellow associate. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to Decem^r 21) 
If you agree to some 
labour for someone today, 
be sure you are bo^ 
agreed on the compensa- 
tion to be received. Wbli" 
on improving your prop- 
erty and thereby you can 
mzdce it more valuable 
and beautiful. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Plan 
some amusements for the 
days ahead, however, 
don’t neglect other 
promises you have made. 
Try to be more under- 
standing of your mate and 
he or she will be quite 
receptive to alJ of the 
attention provided. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) If you 
invite any guests into 
your home today, don’t 
discuss financial matter 
or difficulties could 
ensue. Take the time to 
arrange your schedule so 
that you will have some 
free time to spend with 

your loved ones. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) A good friend 
can show you how to get 
the assistance you need 
today, and he or she may 
let you in on a bargain. 
Show your gratitude ^ to 
this person by doing 
something which he or 
she would not expect. 
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4 ic 172,521 

~ ieisphojne lines into operation 

^.STAKTING SUNDj^. the jonim 'Ibleconiinunica- 
ticia Coxnpauiy (JTC). hait put into creation 172,521 
OT 'iefepb^ lines. Board Chiunnen Wid Dweik 
told At. thtt icMclents of Jaba) Nazzai, Jabal A1 
tile oonfiera paru of the cities of irbid and 
Zarq^ can.ixmhediatdiy x>bsain a telephone line after 
sxdimiitii^ an appKcai^ for subscripiton.-Noting that 
these areas were previously closed for any telephoae 
service. Mt Dweik sfiess^ that the residents of the 
menritmerl loeaiioiis need not wait to get a telephone 
line. 

Mr. Dweik said telephone services would be soon 
opeaior residieiusof Abu Alanda. Sahab and Abdoun in 
the Amman .area os well as.£doun in the 1/^ Gover- 
nor^. ^ef putting into operation the main electronic 
teiqitone. excbimge and the other small excbwges 
associaied with it and after transferang all the present 
subscribers to the new network. 

■ He indicate that wotk is underway' to complete the 
final st^es far the new network in (he area.s that were 
net covered by the old network. **lmmediaiely jjfter 
completion diese netwoiioi. we will .start to respond to 
all demands for the teiephone service.** he emphasised 
(.AIRa'i). 

Petra earns JD3.9 million 
during fir^ seven months of ’97 

** VISITORS OF Petra during the Grst seven month of 
this year paid a total of JD3.92 million in entrance fees, 
the inspector and ofTice manager at the site said. He 
added that the number of visiiois during the period was 
215308 persons of whom 22.150 persons were Jorda- 
nians. 

Hje manager, Suleiman Farajat, said that the number 
of visitors during last month was 23.503 persons of 
whom 5.150 persons were Jordanians. Entrance fees 
daring diis maiA amounted to JD3S2300. He indicat- 
ed chat 10,850 visitors stayed in the area for one day, 
6j062 persons for two. days and 2SS visitois for three 
days (A1 Ra’i). 

Major industrial city 
planned at A1 Hasa 

**A MAJOR industrial city for the {mluction of chem- 
icals and chemical derivatives will be established at A1 
Hasa to provide the suitable infiastructure and new 
invKtment o/qxniunities for the area. Industry, IVade 
and Supply Mniister Hani Mulki has said. He explained 
that the industrial city, which the private sector will 
help m establishing, aims at benefiting from tbeindus- 
tdal inoduction at A1 Hasa so that the area will not 
become a weak site due to diminishing phosphate raw 
material in the area. 

Answering other questions during an interview with 
Petra, the Jordan News Agency, the minister afiinned 
that there will be no increase in the prices of rice and 
sugv in the short and medium terms. *To the contrary 
tbm could be a drop in prices ” he said adding that the 
^^stry of Supply will intervene to lower the price of 
any product exceeding the cost and a reasonable profit 
Asked about metging the Ministry of Supply with the 
Mmi^ of Industry and Trade, Dr MuUd said merger 
imboetfa^ are in the final stag« of studying the new 
o(]paiisatica of the ministiy. Such organisation unJl reg- 
idite-the supervision and systemisation of the intemal 
.and externid trade sector in order to eaisure that good- 
quality imiducts reach tiie coosumers at die appropriate 
time and prices (A1 Ra'i). - ■ 



j*W6 weren’t surprised when they turned 
. .off the office lights to save money. 
Management teeps us in the dadc 
about everyhtng else!” 




UiiBcnneiie these four Jumbias, 
one ietter to each square, to form 
four ordnaiy words. 


TYJET 


r SCRAMBLED WORD, GAME 
bw H««< Arnold and ArgMon 



MYMUR 






AXROTH 







INKELT 



WHAT IT TOOK 
Fofz THe H:)UNe 
MAN TO INVEST 
IN LONO TB?M 
BONPS. 


Now arrange the dreied letters io 
form foe surprise answer, as aug- 
geatad by the above cartoon. 


Print anatfw hw : 



(Answers tomoiTOw) 


Jumblea: MURKY ENVOY .FROTHY NEGATE 
I Answer: A house as a wedding gift teftlho new 

msnlA..l4nUP 


f 

Profits of Jordan Islamic Bank for Finance and Investment drop 


AMMAN —7 According to (he mid-year balance sheet and 
prafit and loss statemeni, ihe prolits of the Jordan Islamic 
Bonk .for Finance and investment from iovestments 
dropped from JD2U.68 millton at the end of the first half 
of 1^6 to JD12.52 million at (he end of the first half of 
1997. 

Ba^ e:irnint;$ were higher at JD1..T1 million (JDl.US 
miUson in 19^) and administrative and general expenses 
rose slightly to JD4.8S million. 

Total assets increased from JD618.66 million at die end 
of 1996 to J0623.17 at the end of June 1997. The main 
component in thLs fignre was tbe amount of financing and 
investment which declined from JD442.08 million at the 
end of 1996 to JD439.06 millton at the end of June 1997. 

Another decline wa.s the balance' in cash and deposits at 
banks as it dropped front JD68.04 million in 1996 lo 
JDS6.21 million at the- end of last June. 

Deposits front clients increased to JD5 10.68 million 
(JD502.30 in 1 996; as total iiabilitie.s closed the mid-year 
at JDS79.39 million (JDS74.87 in 1 996). Net sharehold- 
ers* equity remained unchanged at JD43.78 million. 

Tbe Arab International Company for 
Investment and Edneation 


Higher depreciation and amortisation as well as an 


incrca.se in administrative and general expenses caused a 
decline in net prolii from JD3. 19 million at the end of the 
first six month.s of 1996 to JD2.64 million at the end of the 
first half of 1997. This drop resulted despite a rise in total 
eaminss from JD7.62 million to JD7.92 million at the end 
ol June 1997. 

Total current a>scts fell from JD3.07 million at the end 
of June 1996 to JD1.28 million, mainly due to a drop in 
receivables from JD2. 1 3 millton to JD0.69 million during 
the first six months of this year. Rising though, were the 
investments in .shares of companies which climbed from 
ID2.4S million to JD4.50 million.. 

The 1997 mid-year balance sheet showed JD27.62 mil- 
lion in total fixed assets of which JD2.46 million w-ere the 
book value of buildings, fumtiure and equipment in- addi- 
tion to JD1.96 million being ihe value of land and JD1.04 
million payments on work in progress. Net fixed assets at 
the end of June 1996 amoum^ to JD25.09 million. 

. Current liabiliiie.s remained around the JDW.87 million 
level during both periods covered, but of this figure, debts 
to banks amounted to JDS.OS million, including one to the 
Arab Bank. 

Taking into consideration that the company's registered 
capital is JD10.13 million, the net shareholders’ equity at 
the end of June 1997 totalled JD21.03 million (JD1S.43 
million in 1996). The companv has u total of JD4.69 mil- 
lion of retained eamiogs at the middle of this year. 
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The Jordan Industries and Match Company 

The company did not provide any comparative 1996 fig- 
ures and the mid-year 1997 balance sheet showed a net 
loss of JDl 2,467 which raised the accumulated losses to 
JD1.S8 niillion. 

Sales during the first st.\ months of this year amounted 
to JD207.1U4. but JDl S8, 386 of production costs and 
other expenses pulled the company into the red. 

Total assets at the middle of this year stood at JDI.88 
million, of which only JD0.5 million were current assets. 
Total liabilities were a little more than JDl million, not- 
ing that bunk credits amouuied to JD0.63 million of the 
liabilities. 

The authorised capital of the company is JD3 million, 
but the paid-up capital stood at JD2.63 million before the 
accumulated losses swallowed most of it leaving only 
JD0.S4 million as net shareholders* equity. 

A I Zarqa for Education and Investment Company 

Out of JDl. 28 million of earnings during the first half of 
this year, the company was able to generate a JDl 29.764 
of net profit after various costs and expenses were deduct- 
ed. However, the profit was small and left accumulated 
losses at JDU.8S million at the end of June 1997. 

Total assets amounted )o JD6.05 million with fixed 
a.ssels accounting for JDS .74 million of the total. Liabili- 
ties totalled JDl. 84 niillion of which JD1.37 million were 
long-term bills payable. 

Taking into consideration the accumulated losses, the 
net .shareholders equity .stood at JD4.21 million at the end 
of June 1997, down from a JD4.66 million paid-up capi- 
tal. 

The Union Land Development Company 

Accumulated losses rose to JD 195.065 after adding the 
JD20.95.3 posted ut the end of June 1997. This loss result- 
ed -from earnings (ocalling JD.36.693 being less than the 
JD52.957 of expenses paid during the first six months of 
this year. 

The accumulated lo.ss brought down the JD5 million 
registered and paid-up capital to JD4.80 million. 

Out of JD4.83 million of total assets. JD4.13 million 
were value of real estate and JD2S9.52 1 were long-term 
investments in shares of various companies. Among the 
as.sets are receivables for a total of JD393.353. 


Arab Bank share 
sales push Amman 
Financial Market down 
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.AMMAN (R) — A 
debt-ridden Saudi 
Investor sold Arab 
Bank stock wonh six 
million dinars f$8.5 
million) on Jordan's 
Stock Market Sunday, 
pushing turnover to a 
1997 nigh but helping 
drive 'share prices 
down, brokers said. 

They said a court 
ordered the investor to 
sell his shares to cover a 
defaulted loan, swamp- 
ing the market with 
Arab Bank stock and 
nudging the official 
index down 0.35 per 
cent. 

Arab Bank acconnted 
for over 95 per cent of 
Sunday's 6.6 ^ million 
dinar turnover, its high- 
est this year, before 
closing just 1.5 dinars 
down at 292.5 dinars. 

“ This is a good indi- 
cation that the bank is a 
blue-chip stock. The 
sale of the same amount 
of another stock would 
have had a very nega- 
tive effect on the price,” 
said Nasser AI Amad, 


general manner of 
United Hnancial 

Investment which bro- 
kered most of the trans- 
actions. 

Brokers said most of 
the Arab Bank shares 
were snapped up by two 
Omani investors at 
between 291 to 294 
dinars a share. 

Arab Bank is the main 
stock expected to bene- 
fit from a ruling which 
comes into effect next 
month scrapping a 50 
per cent foreign'bwner- 
ship ceiling. 

But the rest of the 
market remained slug- 
gish, accounting for 
less than 300,000'dinars 
worth of business. 

The official 60-share 
Amman Financial Mar- 
ket (AFM) index fell 
0.58 points to 164.28. 
Falling shares outnum- 
bered gainers by 21 to 
nine, with another 12 
trading but closing 
unchanged. 

“ The market is still 
on hold,** Mr. Amad 
said. 
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Schumacher wins Belgian GP, 
stamps authority on title race 


SPA-FRANCOR- 
CHAMPS, Belgium (AFP) 
— Michael Schumacher 
struck a major blow in the 
battle for the driver's 
world championship when 
he had a crushing win in 
the Belgium Grand Prix 
here on Sunday. 

The 28-year-old 

German's win saw him 
take a 12-point lead over 
his nearest rival Jacques 
ViUeneuve in the Williams 
who finished sixth. 

Italy's Giancarlo 

Fisichella in a Jordan was 
second with Mika 
Hakkinen of Finland in the 
McLaren third. 

It was stunning drive by 
the Ferrari driver who 
decided to run his car on 
intermediate tyres when a 
rain storm 20 minutes 
before the start turned 
parts of the track into a 
lake. 

So dangerous were the 
conditions that organisers 
decided to start the race 
behind the pace car and for 
three laps the field trailed 
around in order. 

But when the safety car 
pulled off it was immedi- 
ately clear that 
Schumacher was going to 
be unstoppable. 

Villenueve. who had 
been on pole, managed to 
stay in front for two laps 
before Schumacher swept 
past him as if the Canadian 
had slopped. Within two 
laps Schumacher, who has 
already won three times on 
this most difficult of race 
tracks, had pulled out a 22 
second lead which by lap 
nine had increased to over 
thiitv' seconds. 

m 

“If it had stayed dry we 
would have struggled, but 
we made the right tyre 
choice. This is just a fsai- 
lastic win," • said 
Schumacher. 

"It was a right decision 
to send the pace car out at 
the start because the condi- 
tions were very difficulL" 

ViUeneuve, clearly not 
enjoying the wet, found 
himself slipping further 
and further back as 
Fisichella, who is wanted 
next season by Benetton, 
pul his Jordan into second 
place with Hakkinen in 
third. 



F innis h Formula One driver Mika Hakkinen runs into the pitk after he crashed his 
car during the warm-up session at the Beigian Grand Prix in Spa-Francordiamps, 
southern Belgium August 24. Hakkinen crashed for the second time in two days tot 
was not inju^ (Reuters photo) 


As the sun began to dry 
out the key question was 
when to change on to dry 
tyres. 

ViUeneuve made the 
error of trying to copy 
Schumacher and go on to 
intermediaie's, a mixed 
wet-dry tyre. It proved to 
be costly a blunder as the 
WilUam driver desperately 
tiys to keep in touch with 
the German with only five 
races left. 

Five laps later he was 
back in the pits to put on 
slicks and found tdinself 
trailing in !4th place and 
no chance of winning. 

Schumacher meanwhile 

• 

wa.s in a race of his own 
and at one stage had 
stretched his lead to over 
60 seconds but refused to 
be overconfident about 
taking his third driver's 
title. 

"Leading by 12 points 
with five races to go is a 
nice margin, but it's sliU 
not a definite situation for 
the championship. Things 


can change very quickly." 

For Fisichella it was 
finally a Just reward for aU 
the work he has done with 
Jordan this season as he 
collected his best ever 
Grand Prix result. 

“f can’t' believe it. I am 
veiy happy, it's incredible. 
Now my target is victoiy," 
he said. 

It was also an impressive 
third place for Hakkinen 
who had a nighunare pre- 
race build up. 

He overcame a horrific 
2iOQmph crash during 
Saturday morning's unof- 
ficial practice. 

The Rnn, told on Friday 
that be WOs being retamed 
by McLaren-Mercedes for 
next season, slammed -into 
a guard-rail after the left 
rear tyre of his car sudden- 
ly shol-off. 

The 28-year-old man- 
aged to scramble out of the 
car before lying down near 
the Les Combes section of 
the circuit while waiting to 
be taken to the medical 


centre for a mandatory 
check-up. 

He also crashed on 
Sunday morning's practice 
session. 

But he will have to wait 
until early next week to 
discover if his tliird place 
is going to be confirmed. 

Late Saturday evening 
he was stripped of his fifth 
place on the grid after his 
fuel was deemed illegal. 

He was reinstated on 
Sunday morning after ±e 
team appealed tot race 
Stewarts! said further tests 
will be carried out and a 
final decision' taken lacerin 
the week. 

"It was a gockl result 
after all that had happened 
this week. I had a slight 
problenj in the car and I 
was more worried about 
staying third than trying to 
get second. It was a matter 
of finishing the race," said 
the Finn. 


Real upset 
Barcelona’s 
Van Gaal 


MADRID lAFP) — 
Spanish champions Real 
Madrid ground bitter rivals 
Barcelona into the dust at 
the Bemabeu stadium here 
Saturday uighL h umiliating 
the Catalan club 4-1 to win 
the Spanish Super Cup S-3 
on aggregate. 

Teenage striker Raul was 
a Real hero, scoring the 
first two goals to set up a 
memorable triumph. 

It was a bitter b^tism for 
new Barca coach Luis Van 
GaaL, who took over in the 
summer from former 

England boss Bobby 

Robson, demoted to a post 
as director of recruitment 
after failing to land the title 
last season and "only" win- 
ning the Cup Vfinners Cup 
and Spanish Cup. 

Butifor Jupp Heynckes, 
who cut bis managerial 
teeth gt Bayern Munich, it 
was the perfect start to his 
stewaxd^p of Real, whom 
he joined in the summer 
from Tenerife after Fabio 
CapeIJo letuzned to Milan. 

Real took full advance 
of Barcelona's uncertainty 
at the back, which owed 
much to the absence of 
Portuguese intemational 
goalkeeper Victor Baia, out 
for three months following 
knee surgery. 

His replacement, veteran 
Dutchm^ Ruud Hesp, was 
all at sea as launched 
wave after wave of attacks, 
19-year-old Raul scoring 
the first on 42 minutes. 

The livewire striker also 
snatched the second nine 
minutes after the restart, 
brilliantly timing his ran 
through die centre to slot 
home a pass from Pedja 
Mijatovic, who orchestrat- 
ed Real's second-half dom- 
ination. 

Dutchman Clarence 
Seedorf should have made 
it three, but his close range 
effort bounced back off fre 
hapless -Hesp only for 
Mijatovic to react like a 
rapier and slide home- the 
rebound on 57 minutes. 

The stylish Seedorf was 
not to be denied, however, 
and he clipped home the 
fourth in the dosing stages 
before Giovanni lashed 
home a late, lace consola- 
tioD following a left-wing 
comer at the other end. 
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German Alexander Lnderita swims during the mras 4xl00M relay medley brats- 
in SevOle August 24. The German team clocked 3:43.11, the berf time for the 
final later in the day (Reuters photo) 
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French Roxana Maradneann starts the women's 200m backstroke heats in 
Seville. Maradneann set the second position of the beats clocking 2:13.78 
(Renters photo) 


Business as usual at Juventus 


TURIN lAFP) — Team 
coach Marcello Lippi is con- 
vinced that Juventus have 
resumed normal service by 
beating Vicenza 3-0 in the 
Italian Super Cup. 

After losing the European 
Cup final at the end of last 
.seastm, and missing out on 
the Berlusconi Trophy last 
week, Juventus finally got 
their arms bu.sy again here on 
Saturday night. 

‘The most important thing 
about this match is that we 
haven't got out of the habit of 
lifting trophies up towards 
the sky," Lippi said. 

"It was a good perfor- 
mance. we beat lough, well- 
organised opptonents who 
were closing down the spaces 
throughout the first half and 
giving nothing away. We 
were staying in the middle. 
though, which it easier for 
them. 

"However, in the second 
half we started playing wide 
and everything went a great 
deal better. Now we’ve just 
got to- continue like this." 

The victory was also a per- 
sonal triumph for Juvenms’ 
new striker Filippo “Pippo” 
Inzaghi. recently ticked-off 
by teammates for allegedly 
saying they should build the 
team around him. 

Inzaghi. who claims he was 
mis-reponed, scored twice in 





Italian Juventus player Antonio Conte (L) and compatriot Massimo Ambrosini of 
Vicenza fight for the baD during their Italic Cnp mah^ in Tkuin (Reuters photo) 


the opening 10 minutes after 
the re-Stan and teed-up Lie 
third for skipper Antonio 
Conte. 

“I've never bad any prob- 
lems with the team or indi- 
vidual players,’’ he insisted. 


“And I’ve proved that on the 
pitch. I'm lucky. I'm used to 
responding to things like that 
by scoring goals." 

Inzaghi was the Serie A's 
top-scorer last season with 
Alalama. before makine his 


$11 million move to the 
champions. 

"I’m not interested in being 
the top scoter again this 
year." he said. "At Juventus 
we've got other objectives — 
cups and trophies — and 1 


hope that this one is just the 
start of many." 

"Juventus are a great team, 
my job is to try and keep 
them that way." 

It was also a night to 
remember for Conte. The 
midfielder missed most of 
last season — starting with 
the IntercoDtinental Cup vic- 
toiy in Tokyo — after injur- 
ing cruciate ligaments. 

Tt really is a dream come 
true," he said. "It makes up 
for so much heartache and so 
many disappointments. That 
night in Tokyo, 1 was in bed 
with tears in ray eyes and my 
knee swollen up. 

"But I knew that 1 would 
get back to .what i was 
before.” 

Conte’s return to form was 
meanwhile equally good 
news for Italy coach CKare 
Maldini, as be plots 
England’s downfall in their 
crucial. World Cup qualifier 
next October. 

Hiough well-covered in 
defence and attack, Maldini’s 
choice is limited in midfield 
— where the positions are 
occupied by foreign players 
in most of the top clubs. 

The only disappointment 
here on Saturday night was 
the crowd, with just 16,000 
mustering in the cavernous 
70.(X)0 cqiacity Delle Alpi 
stadium. 
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IN BRIEF 


Green dethrones Joppy 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Julio Cesar Green 
became the new WBA middleweight 
champion when he beat defending champi- 
on William Joppy on points here on 
Saturday night It was a stunning upset for 
Joppy, considered one of the best mid- 
dleweight fighters around. The flashy 
Joppy bad only been filling in for WBO 
champion Lonnie Bradley who had pulled 
out aJFter suffering a detached retina. "1 
think my hand is broken but I still think I 
did enough to win It," said a visibly upset 
Joppy afterwards. “T want a rematch." 
added the American, coming to grips with 
the first defeat of his career. 

Joao Pinto on his way 

LISBON (AFP) — Benfica are set to 
offload star striker Joao Pinto to Barcelona 
for around $25 milli on. Publico reported 
on Saturday. "The move could happen 
within hours or days," a club source said. 
Benfica have aliedy turned down a $14- 
millinn offer from Deportivo La Coiun^ 

Mazinho staying at Vigo 

VIGO (AFP) — Brazilian striker lomar do 
N^imento "Mazinho" has signed an 
extended contract with Celta Vigo keeping 
him at the Spanish club until 2000. ofiFi- 
cials said. Any club looking to sign 
Mazinho. who fflrived in Vigo from 
Valencia at the staA of the 1996-97 season, 
while he is under contract will have to pay 


around $13 million instead of the $2.6 mil- 
lion previously stipulated. Italy's Lazio 
had expressed interest in securing 
Mazinho's services. 

Davenport takes title 

ATLANTA (AFP) — Lindsay Davenport 
of the United States overpowered unse^d 
Sandrine Testud of France 6-4, 6-1 .here 
Saturday to win the $450,(XX)-WTA Tour 
U.S. Hardcourt (Championships. 
Davenport, the fourth seed and playing on 
the court where the 21 -year-old tasted 
Olympic success last year, needed just 59 
minutes to polish off her oj^u^t and take 
her 1 1th career singles title, it was the 
world number seven’s fourth win this year 
after Oklahoma City, Indian Welles and 
Amelia Island. Testud. 25, earlier in the 
week had broken into the top 20 in the 
WTA rankings for the first time. 

LA Galaxy in final 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Mexico’s Cruz 
Azul will play Los Angeles Galaxy here 
on Sunday in the final of the CONCACAF 
Cup after Cruz Azul beat follow Mexicans 
Chivas 3-2 while Los Angeles ousted U.S. 
champions Washington United 1-0. Cruz 
Azul were left to sweat on the outcome of 
their game after they almost squandered a 
3-0 lead in the final five min utes. 
Substitute Hector Adomaitis’ third goal 
proved the decider. Los Angeles had a 
long-range pile^ver from U.S. interna- 
tional Gobi Jones to thank for their win. 
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■ Steven Spielberg 's . 

THE LOST WORLD 

(JURASSIC PARK) 

Starring: Jeff Goldblum 
& Julian Moore 
Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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Tom Bringer ... in 
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THE SUBSTITUTE 


Shows; 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 5:00, 6:30,8:30, 10:30 
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Arnold Schwarzenegger ,„in 

BATMAN & ROBIN 

< 12 : 30 , 3 : 30 . 6 : 15 . 8 : 30 , 10 : 30 ) 
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ACE VENTURA 1 

Shows: 3:30. 6:00 only 
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Nabil & Hisham's fllieatre 
TCL: 625155 






\ 

^ V 


The satirical play 


AMNAIAIYAHO 

performance starts at 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre is closed every Friday. 

For reservations call 625155 
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U.5. Open women's top seed Marti 
during a diiSls oompetition at the i 
Play at the U<S. Opra begins to^y 


U.S. Open starts today; Sampras 
bids for 3rd Slam of the year 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Defeiuhng champion 
Sampras wilt be aiming to 
win dm U.S. Open for die 
fifth thne vtdien die last 
Grand Siam tournament of 
the year begins on Monday 
at Flushing Meadow. 

Although he has only jost 
cetd»raxed his 26di birth< 
diOTf Sampe^ was champi- 
on in 1990, 1993, 199S and 
1996 and will be looking 
Tex' bis third SDmght win in 
his national championship. 

Top-seeded Sampras, a 
draxunanc figure in the 
sport this year, is gunning 
fOT his 11th Grand Slam 
tide, which would place 
him just one behind the 
record of 12 held by Aus- 
tralian Roy Emerson. He 
opens against a qualifier. 

The Americm is also 
aimiag to win three Grand 
Slams in a calendar year 
for the first time, having 
alreatfy woo the Ausdaiian. 
Open and ^mbledon. 

Brazilian Gustavo 
Kuraten is the only other 
player apart from Sampras 
to have won a Grand Slam 
dns year, scoring a memo- 
F^e triunqih in the French 


aanr 


lampras is seeded to 
meet fellow American 
Midael Qiang in the final, 
bid Chang has a less-than- 
hnpeessive record in recent 
major tbunxaments. 


Croatian Goran Ivanise- 
vic, who could meet Sam- 
pras in the semis, is likely 
to prove a bigger stumbling 
block if he ad\'ances that 
far. but the big-serving 
Croatian's tempenunem 
can be suspect on the big 
.stage and be has never won 
a Grand Slam singles title. 

Two unseeded Ameri- 
cans. Andre Agassi and Jim 
Courier, loom as dangerous 
floaters in the draw. 

Both are former world 
No. Is and Agassi won the 
title as recently as 1994. 

The moody Agassi, com- 
ing back into form after a 
dismal start to the year, will 
play compatriot Steve 
Campbell in his opener and 
rauld meet No.3 seed 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov of 
Russia in a third-found 
match-up of moudi-water- 
ing potential. 

Agassi has mis.sed the 
opening three Slams of the 
year, while Courier, an 
equally unpredictable char- 
acter. has seen his world 
ranking slip to 26 but 
remains capable of beatiog 
anyone ranked in the top 
10 . 

Britain's hopes of success 
have been boosted by 
recent triumphs by both 
lim Henman and Greg 
Rusedski, while Australia 
has high hopes of its rising 
stars Mark Philippoussis 


and Pat Rafter. 

Canadian-born Rusedski 
faces American David 
Wheaton in the opening 
round, while Henman has a 
potcnliiiily disastrous fuM- 
round meeting with fifth- 
seeded Thomas Muster of 
Au.stria. 

Swi.s.s teen prodigy Mar- 
tina Hingis is a umm 
favourite for the women's 
singles title having already 
won the Australian Open 
and Wimbledon this year. 
She also reached the 
French Open final, where 
she lost lu talented Croat- 
ian Iva Majoli. and last 
year’s U.S. Open wiiuier 
Steffi Graf is out injured. 

Hingis* rivals will include 
second seed Monica Seles, 
Jana Novotna of the Czech 
Republic, Majoli and the 
inftjriaiingly-inconsisrent 
French player Mary Pierce. 

The relaxed Hingis, still 
only 16, has prepared for 
the Open by horse riding 
and roller skating and is 
looking to make up for her 
semi-final loss Graf lust 
year, while saying she is 
under no pressure. 

“Of course it’s diOerent 
now I'm No. I,’* Hingis 
said. “But it’s not the firat 
time I’ve gone into a Grand 
Slam tournament in this 
position.** 


Metz 

Stun PSG 

PARIS (AFP) — Metz won 
the top of the table clash in 
France on Friday, beating 
Paris Saint Germain 2-1 to 
lake a three point lead after 
four matches. 

French tmernational 
Robert Pires gave the hosts 
the lead with a penalty on 
64 minutes and Bnmo 
Rodriguez, with his fourth 
of the .season, made the 
game safe with sL\ minutes 
remaining. 

Former Milan star Maico 
Simone pulled back 
seconds from the end for 
PSG, but it was too littie, 
too late. 

Ba.stia are third in the 
table four points off the 
pace. But they missed a 
chance to grds second af^ 
they were held l-i at home 
by Chateauroux, who also 
drew at Monaco recently. 

Ennin Siljak equalised 
late on after Ferdinand 
Coly had put the visitors 
ahead chi three minuies. 

Champions Monaco 
slumped to a shock 2-1 
defeat away to Rennes, 
who scored their first victo- 
ry of the campaign, thanks 
ro early goals from Nicolas 
Gousse. Thierry Henry 
scored a second-half con- 
solation goal for Monaco, 
who ore already eight 
points off the pace. 

Elsewhere, Lens moved 
up to fourth when they 
shocked Marseille 3-2 at 
the Stade Velodrome with 
Montenegrin striker Anton 
Drobnjak, formerly with 
Bastia. scoring a ha-ttrick. 

Newly-promoted 
Toulouse’s early season 
bubble burst when they 
crashed to their first defeat, 
4-0, at Montpellier, for 
whom Ibrahim Bakayoko 
scored twice. 

Stephune Guivaic'h 
scored after only two min- 
utes as Auxerre beat 
Guingamp 1-0 at home 
while Cocard scored twice 
as Lyon won 3-1 at Le 
Havre. 


Karlsruhe 


B<M^N (AFP) — Early 
Bondcstiga ^e-secters 
Karlsnybe were Ut fix' six by 
Leverimsen m a goal-laden 
German League programme 
Saturday which also saw 
European champions Dmt- 
mund. blast five goals past 
n^HKighbours J^hum. 

But it .was promoted 
Kdserslaut^ who were 
. btightng ihe loudest at Karl- 
srute’s finom grace as 
moved to the top of the 
talde by blasting UEFA Cup 
boldeES Schalke 04 with two 
goals from Olaf MaischaB 
arid one from Swiss 
mtemational Ciriaco Sforza. 

- Kaiserslautem, coached 
by former Bremen and Bay- 
ern Mnnich coach Otto 
Rehha^el, have ten points 
fiom their four games to 
dat^ witii five teams behind 
diem on seven. 

And Rehhagel was quick 
to p raise ins squad after 
their con^rehensive victory. 

"The players are focus^ 
idaying with great passion 
aod stOl riding on the confi- 
dence lh^ g^ned from the 
opening Munich match (a 1- 
0 win at Bayern Munich.)” 
Leveakusen’s 6-1 win over 
KaxlsTuhe came after 
Thomas Haessler, ^ 
imixessive fix Germany in 
midweek against Northem 
Ireland, harf put the visitors 
atead in the fifth minute. 

Bid Erik Meijer equalised 
on- the quarter-hour and 
Nico Kovac put them ahead 
seven mmntes latSE. 

The floodgates opened in 
dto second period wbenj 
Leyedkusen blasted four 
goals iiiside 20 minutes. 
Haessler's international col- 
league Ulf Kirsten feting 
wife .Hans-Petef Lehn- 
hoff and Brazilian Paulo 


European champions 
Dortmund underlined their 
title bid wtdi a S-2 win over 
Bochum, sparked by goals 
fiom Joig Heinrich, Heiko 
Heirlieh, two iirom Andreas 
Moeller and anodier fiom 
Stephane Cbapuisai, who 
was on t^et for Switzer- 
land in midweek. 

Darius Wosz and Peter 
Peschel hit consolation 


goals for the visitors. 

Wender Bremen, who 
sacked coach Hans-Juergen 
Doeiner on Wednesday after 
a poor start to the campaign 
and two hanunerings in 
ficieodlies in Spain, contin- 
ued tiieir disro^ nm with a 
3-0 defeat at Aimlnia Biele- 
feld, veteran striker Stefan 
Kuntz grabbing the third 
goal late on. 


Stuttgart, meanvriiile, can- 
tered to a 3-0 win at Duis- 
burg and Boiussia 
Moenchengladbach, who 
dropped controversial Sie^ 
fan Effenberg. blasted 
Cologne 4-1. 

Bayern Munich, who have 
struggled to hit fonn so far 
this season and standing in 
midtable, play at Hamburg 
on Sunday. 
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Jordan working towards 
Pan-Arab Special Olympics Council 


By Ronfan Nnhhas 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMNIAN — Jordan is urging countries of the region to 
take serious measures towai^ establishing a Pan-Arab 
Special Olympics Council, Vice Preskfem of Global Reid 
Resources for Special Olympics Interoational Denni.s 
Biueggenuuin Stioday u^d the Jordan Tunes. 

“Jordan is witnessiiig an imjxessive programme geared 
towards the mentally handicapped and we.saw that Jordan 
can be the starting point fix the region,” Bmeggemann said. 

In a meeting h^ under the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid with the participation of 
ttelegales fiom Bahrain, EgyiX and Lebanon, Jordan’s Spe- 
cial Olympics Committee started laying the foundation for 
a five-year plan to establish a councU with members fiom 
the Arab Wt^d. 

First Initiated by Her Mafesty Queen Noor in 1986 with 
the care and support of His Majesty Kmg Hussein and 
Prince Ra’d, the Sp^ial Olympics Committee has done a 
lot CO ini(xove the lives of the menially handicapped indi- 
viduals in Jordan. 

“There is a big number of people with mental disabilities 
with DO S|^a2 care. Their number is also growing and we 
are targeting those with special abilities through spoils,” 
Brueggemann said. “Spons can be the key to progress in 
their lives.” be added. 


‘‘This progranune is able ii* give the sticiciy a clear pic- 
ture of what the handicapped cun du." he puinicd out. 

Jordan can host a Special Olympic Games in ihe near 
future.” 

“Financial support is not tlie only factor. E\ cry one can 
help by supporting the programme wiih their lime and ded- 
ication.” he added. 

Jordan's Special Olympic team is lurgeiing ihe Special 
Olympics in 2000 in the Netherkuids. 

“Jordan’s gold medal in roller .skating and silver in ice 
skating in Toronto 1997 Winter Games displayed \\ hat Jor- 
dan can achieve.*’ National Director for Special Oly mpics 
of Jordan Yasser Salem told the Jordan Tunes. 

“We are working, with the help of Prince Ka'd. to 
upgrade the level of handicapped sports in Jordan.” he said. 

“At first we faced several problems with some families, 
but after seein« what their child can achieve ihev cave him 
all the support he needs.” he said. 

The committee is also targeting the families. 

‘A family with an open niindi and awareness tovv:irds 
their child can be an important factor for the child'.s 
achievements.'' Brueggemann .said. 

“Public awareness is a helping factor. The vviM to help and 
understand the aspects that would make the handicapped 
person’s life a norma! one is something indispensable." he 
added. 


Angry Bergkamp fires Gunners to victory 


LONDON (AFP) — Arse- 
nal manager Arsene 
Wenger said Southampton 
only had Lhemselves to 
blame after Dutch star Den- 
nis Beigkamp inspired the 
Gunners to a 3-1 win at the 
Dell on Saturday. 

Arsenal joined defending 
champions Manchester 
United Leicester City and 
Blackburn Rovers at the top 
of the table with seven 
points fiom three matches. 

United hit the woodwork 
three tiDtes away to Leices- 
ter but had to s^e for a 0- 
0 draw, while Blackburn 
rallied to draw 1-Pai home 
to Liverpool and Newcastle 
beat Aston Villa i-0. 

Ax the Dell, Bergkamp 
was given some rough 
treatment by the Saints 
defence, his temper boiling 


over when he escaped with 
only a booking after fling- 
ing his arm into the face of 
substitute David Hughes. 

But either side of that 
incident the Dutch striker 
produced two killer strikes 
to lift the title hopeful Lon- 
doners into second place in 
the fledgling table behind 
leaders Blackburn only on 
goal difference. 

“Maybe what they tried 
with him was the worst 
thing they could’ve done,” 
said Wenger. 

“But I like to see iL When 
he was fiustrared at being 
fouled be showed his deter- 
mination. 

“By his reaction witii the 
goals he showed he doesn’t 
accept that at all, diat he’s 
ready to revolt against it. 
Thax’s bad news for our 


opponents. 

Elsewhere. Roy Evans 
tried to .shrug off the dLsap- 
pointment of seeing Martin 
Dohlin'.s late equali.ser for 
Blackburn cancel out 17- 
year-old Michael Owen's 
first half strike and deny 
Liverpool their first win of 
the new season. 

Evans said: “I feel that it 
is two points lost because 
we created more clear-cut 
chances than Blackburn. 

“If we continue to show 
the same effon and passion 
we will be okay, tecause 
we know we have the abili- 
ty.” 

Royers boss Roy Hodg- 
son said: “It was an excel- 
lent game of football — 
you won't see much better 
football than that which 
was played in the first half. 


"And it's nice to be still 
top of the table. But I'd 
rather be top of the table 
al'ter .>7 games and be four 
points clear witii vine game 
still to play 

Munchcsicr L'liiicd boss 
Alex Ferguson was left 
ruing his side's hick of fite 
power as the reigning 
champions drew a blank in 
the eoalless draw acuinst 
Leicester nl Filbert Street. 

United were without first 
choice strikers Ole Gunnar 
Solskjuer and Andy Cole 
and Ferguson said: “For the 
first 15 minutes we were a 
real mess at the back and 
could have been .v-0 down 
but for the brilliance of 
(United goalkeeper) Peter 
Schmeicbel. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished fiat. 4th Circle. Consists of 2 
bedrooms, salon, sitting room, dining 
room, dosed veranda, separate heating, 
solar system, telephone, garden & garage. 
Please call Tel. 642786 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Ground floor apartment. Consists of 2 
bedrooms with its utilities, super deluxe 
furniture, telephone, central heating and 
garden. Location: Al Jubeiha. 

Please call Ayman at Tel. 843253 
or Mobile 079/57541 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

(Suitable for diplomats) 


It is our pleasure to inform you that you are 
most welcome In the brand new complex 

which is located in Dahlat Al Rasheed 
area. We provide one, two or three- 
bedroom apartments. 

All apartments are provided with satellite, 
swimming pool - to be finished so soon. 
Private club only for our guests. Annual 
rent is preferred. Only for foreigners. 

Please contact directly with the owner on Tei. 
623725, 693929 Ext. 100. Mobile 079/38198. 


FOR RENT 


2 furnished apartments, localed at 3rd 
Circle, tiabal Amman. 

A> With garden, 1-2 bedrooms. 

B- 2nd tkxx, 2 bedrooms + maid's rexmL 
Both apartments have dining roonn, sitfin^ 
room, closed4n veiand!^ beOvoom, 

central healing & safte^ . 









DUTY UNPAID CAR 
FOR SALE 


Mef^edeis'’300>^Er1986:. First r^Istration' m 
1987. : FtU^- djutbin^^ 

Browrt 

i 


ease call 824136 after 10:00 a.m. 


■ 






Ground floor. Situated at Um Utheina quarter, near Amna 
Hotel. Consists of 2 bedrooms, sitting room, salon, 
glassed veranda, kitchen, bathroom, telephone emd 
garden. 

For more information piecae contact: 

Abu Samir. Tei. 649432, 5511088, 823725. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished & Unfurnished Apartments 

Studio-One bedroom, two bedrooms & three bedrooms, 
central heating & telephones. Annual rent. 

Location: A- Jabal Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Cirdes. 

B- Shmeisani near Birds Garden 
Owner Tel. 667862 - 642351 or 079/5Q504 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 

FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, bathroom, dining room, 
salon, kitchen, telephone, central heating, new 
vveedvverk carpeting! Annual rent Location; Near 
Philadelphia Hotel. 

Please call Tel. 664636 





Under the Patronage of HRH Princess 

Sumaya Bint AH-Hassan 

TradHxxi cornes at Kan Zarnan vais^ 

ArtiZaman & Bani Hamida 

weiorane you to the 
Bani Wamidg Ezhibitioii 

* Rugs * Cushions * Runners 
- WaJffiangings * Baskets ' 

at Al-6eidar Hall of the Nstoric vfflage of Kan Zaman 

Starting Monday, 25/8 - Saturday, 20/9/97 
From 9KX) a.m. - 11:00 p.m. 

The exhibition is sponsored by 


BtAuMiLuu 

luausoi £ 


Al-TAWlfBED 


£1 


INVITATION TO TENDER NO. (3/97) 

SUPPLY OF 

(370) TONNES TINPLATE 

The Agricultural Marketing and Processing 
Company of Jordan (AMPCO) announces the 
Tender No. (3/97) that includes supply of (370) 
tonnes lacquered tinplate to produce cans to be 
filled by Tomato Paste. 

Copies of the tender documents can be 
obtained for the nonrefundable price of JD70 
(i.e. USD99), during working hours (8:00 a.m.) to 
(2:00 p.m.), from the secretary of the Tender 
Committee at AMPCO head office:- 

AMMAN - ABDOUN - M. AU JANAH STR. 
TEL: 819161 FAX: 819164 

TLX: 23796 

Tender should be submitted to the head of the 
Tender Committee at AMPCO before 
September 30, 1997 (2 p.m. Local time). 

GENERAL MANAGER 
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Iraq illegally exporting 


gasoil 


DUBAI (AFP) — Iraq is 
illegally exporting gasoil 
despite the easing of U.N. 
sanctions with the imple- 
mentation of the “oil-for- 
food” deal, oil traders and 
Western militaiy sources in 
the Gulf said Sunday. 

Iraq exports around 5.000 
tonnes of gasoil per day, 
allowing it to pocket around 
$200,000 daily, said several 
oil traders who buy the Iraqi 
refined product, a form of 
diesel, in ports around the 
Gulf. 

The gasoil is loaded in the 
southern Iraqi port of Basra 
onto barges that ship it to oil 
tankers in the southern Gulf 
— off the coast of the 
United Arab Emiratesl 
(UAE) or the Sultanate of 
Oman — through Iran's 
waters, they told Agence 
France Presse (AFP), ask- 
ing not to be named. 

Some 13 barges, which 
can each carry around 3<X} 
tonnes of gasoil, go through 
Iranian waters daily in order 
to avoid a U.S.-led multina- 
rionai fleet enforcing U.N. 
sanctions imposed on Iraq 


oil traders 


since its August 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait 

The multinational fleet 
sails only in international 
waters, and cannot enter 
Iranian waters. Basra lies at 
the mouth of the Shaat AI 
Arab waterway, close to 
Iranian waters. 

A Western militaiy source 
involved in the monitoring 
confirmed the methods used 
to smuggle gasoil and the 
amounts involved. 

And a shipping official in 
the Gulf told A^. “overall, 
the smuggling of Iraqi 
gasoil is fairly constant, it 
did not decrease with the 
*oil-for-food’ deal.” 

U.N. Security Council 
resolution 986, known as 
“oil for food,” allows Iraq to 
ex^rt two billion dollars of 
crude oil every six months 
to finance purchases of food 
and medecine. 

The deal was first imple- 
mented in December 1996 
and was renewed in June for 
a second six-month term. 
The captain of a 4(X>-tonne 
barge involved in the smug- 
gling told AFP that he pays 


$40 per tonne of gasoil in 
Iraq, and that the Iranian 
authorities levy $60 per 
tonne as transit fee. 

“In all, the tonne's cost is 
$100. 1 sell it at $120, mak- 
ing $8,000 in profit each 
triV’ he explained, adding 
that he is paid in cash on 
delivery. 

The barges unload their 
cargo into tankers chartered 
by trading companies which 
later sell the gasoil at just 
under the maiicet price of 
$140, claiming the product 
to be of Iranian origin. 

The captain said it takes 
him around ten days to 
make a round nip. “On the 
way back, 1 wait for the 
allied navy ships to go away 
before moving out from 
Iranian waters and getting 
to an oil tanker that's wait- 
ing.” 

The U.S., British and 
Cana^an ships enforcing 
the U.N. embargo on Iraq 
find it hard to check the 
smuggling, as thousands of 
tankers, cargos and wooden 
dhows sail everyday in the 
Gulf. 


U.S. embassy reissues warning 
to Americans in Saudi Arabia 


RIYADH (AFP) — The 
U.S. embassy in Riyadh has 
reiterated a warning to the 
40,000 Americans living in 
Saudi Arabia to be on £eir 
guard for new terrorist 
attacks. 

“The American emb^sy 
wishes to remind 
Americans in Saudi Arabia 
that it continues to receive 
reports indicating possible 
surveillance or probes of 
U.S. military and govern-' 
mem facilities suggesting 
that the planning for terror- 
ist actions against U.S. 
interests in Saudi Arabia 
continues unabated,” the 
embassy said in a recorded 
telephone message. 

“We urge Americans to 
maintain ffie highest level of 
vigilance and alert We 
strongly encourage them to 
exercise caution, to reduce 
travel within the kingdom 
and report any suspect 
activity,” it said. 

It also advised U.S. 
nationals to beware of let- 
ters or parcels finom 


unknown senders. 

A U.S. embassy spokesm- 
woman said the message 
was issued on August 20. 

“It is a routine re-issue of 
the former message because 
new Americans are coming 
to the kingdom and people 
have been away for the 
summer,” she said, adding 
that there had not been any 
specific new threats. 

“There is nothing new," 
she smd. 

Americans in Saudi 
Arabia have been taigetted 
by two bomb attacks since 
1995, which Have- been 
claimed by shadowy groups 
calling on U.S. troops to 
leave the Gulf. 

fa November 1995 five 
Americans and two Indians 
died in a car bomb attack on 
a U.S. militaiy training 
building in Riyadh. 

fa June 1996, a truck 
bomb exploded next to a 
military housing complex 
near Dhahran, eastern Saudi 
Aiabi^ killing 19 
Americans. 


After the bombing, U.S. 
troops were, moved to a 
high-security base in the 
desert south of Riyadh and 
the U.S. embassy has regu- 
larly issued warnings to its 
citizens in the kingdom. 

The last warning came in 
March when the embassy 
was concerned at comments 
fiom Usama Ben Laden, a 
Saudi Islamist known to 
fund Arab milit^ts, threat- 
ening Americans he 
described as “occupying’’ 
his country. 

Ben Laden, who has been 
stripped of his Saudi nation- 
ality and now lives in 
Afghanistan, called not only 
for U.S. troops to leave 
Saudi Arabia, but also the 
40,(X)0 civilians who work 
in the oil industiy. hospitals, 
airports and U.S. companies 
in the desert kingdom. 

There are an estimated 
20,000 American troops 
deployed in the Middle 
East, including some 5,000 
in Saudi Arabia. 


U.S. hints at interest in ties with Iran 


WASHINGTON (R) — With 
one eye on the emeigmg oil 
boom in Central Asia, the 
U.S. is dix^ing fiesh hints 
of an interest in improving 
ties with Iran, where a new 
government, iiKluding some 
moderates, was last 

week. 

The signals — of little 
more than a readiness to 
respond should ban decide to 
shift its foreign policy course 
— were being put out more 
in hope than expectation. 

Pie^ous af^xoaches since 
relations were severed in 
1980 during the long crisis 
over the seizure of U.S. 
diplomatic hostages in 
Tehran have been rejected’by 
an Iranian leadership that still 
sees Washington as *'the 
great Satan.” 

But the unexpected victory 
of reformer Mohammad 
Khatami in preridential elec^ 
tions in May, and now die 
block appro^^ of his cabinet 
by the Iranian parfianieDt 
hove revived U.S. interest in 
watching which way things 
are going in Tehran. 

'To the extent that the elec- 
tion of President Kbacami 
and the approval of his cabi- 
net indicate that the will and 
welfare of tiie people of Iran 
will be reflectod its gov- 
ernment, we would welcome 
that,”said State Department 
spokesman James Rubin. 

Roger Kanps, a scholar at 
the Central Asia Institute qf 
the Johns Hopkins School of 
Advanced International stud- 
ies in Washington, said, 
“people are taking this seri- 
ously.” 

“Tliere is a sense of ‘will 
there be new developments 
or even just new choices of 
words?’. LUtewise I suspect 
Iran is looking for the same 
fiora the U.S.,” Mr. ICangas 
said. 

Significant ai^intments 
by Mr. Khatami include new 


C^ulture Minister Ataollab 
Moh^erani, a relative liberal, 
and Foreign Mmister Kamal 
Khaitazi, who spent years 
living in the U.S. in his for- 
mer role as ambassador to the 
UJN. 

Iran’s exiled opposition 
aixl many Western scbolats 
argue, however, that the new 
'"tnodeTale”image is a sham 
and that neither Mr. Khatami 
nor any goveniment he 
appoints hare any power to 
change Ii^'s foreign policy. 

Tliis. they say, is controlled 
by Iran’s sujmne religious 
l^er Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei and by anti-west- 
ern extremists loyal to him. 
Any changes are likely to 
involve only domestic affiuis, 
these analysts say. 

One prominent Iiaman 
cleric, AyatoUah Ahmad 
Janati, told a prayer meeting 
last Rfiday, “governments 
come and go but our princi- 
ples stay intacL these princi- 
ples are Islam, Islamic revo- 
lution and not giving in to 
Israel and America as long as 
they treat us with hos^ty.” 

U.S. analysts say the 
administration has to tread 
with CTCtreme caution in the 
minefield of relations with 
Iran, a country seen by Israel 
and its powei^ lobby in the 
United States as the greatest 
single threat to the Jewish 
state. 

U.S. conditions for a dia- 
logue with Iran, reafihmed 
by officials last week, 
include agi^metu by Tehran 
to discuss its allied support 
for texxorism and pursuit of 
nuclear weapons and its hos- 
tility to the Middle East 
peace process. 

Iran insists ti\at Washington 
must drop the terrorism 
charge. 

While the rhetoric has 
remained unchanged, ana- 
lysts say that what is new is 
the growing importance of 


Iran’s northern neighbours, 
former Soviet Republics in 
the Caucasus and Central 
Asia who are sitting on as 
much as 2(X) biUJon barrels 
of oil reserves. 

This fact, some analysts 
believe, could eventu^y 
lead the U.S. to see Iran less 
fiom the perspective of the 
Middle and more in its 
Central Asian context 

Iran, a major oil power, sits 
astride one of the key routes 
for piping out these reserves, 
which oil companies are now 
ready to bring to market 

“There is a general push for 
strengthening ties with Iran 
in the regioit” Mr. Kangas 
said. “You can’t avoid 
IraiL These countries associ- 
ate with (rail, pipelines are 
going to go flirou^” 

The United States says it 
wants to see orderly develcp- 
ment of the oilfields. Deputy 
Secretary of State Strobe 
Talbott in a speech last 
month, called for efforts to 
avoid a 19th century-style 
“great game”of competition 
between the major powers 
over Central Asian oil. 

Already Washington has 
decided, controversially, that 
it will not stand in the way of 
a plan by Dskey to import 
natural gas ^m 
Turkmenistan via a pipeline 
tiirough Iran. 

The administration ruled 

last month that the project 
did not violate the han-L^ya 

Sarxrtions Act (ILS A), which 
penalises foreign axnpanies 
that invest in the oil or gas 
sectors in Iran or Libya. U.S. 
companies are banned fiom 
dealing with Iran. 

While Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and other 
officials insisted the decision 
was not meant as an olive 
branch to Iran, some com- 
mentators said it appeared to 
be dictated by commercial 
concerns. 



SURFING FOR FAME: Japanese monkey Lilly leaps over the waves dizxing a pecfonnance Saturday on 
the Tone^wa River east of Tokyo. The monkey business of the two-year-old_Japan^e Macaque and 


partner Momoko has become a top crowdpleaser at wateisports shows around Japan (Reuters p^ofo) 

China promises Netanyahu not 
to sell atomic reactor to Iran 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu said be received 
assurances Sunday from 
Chinese Deputy Prime 
Minister Li Lanqing that 
Beijing would not sell a 
nuclear reactor to Iran. 

“I was told that China and 
its prime minister bad 
made an important decision 
not to supply the building 
materials for a nuclear 
reactor to Iran.” Mr. 
Netanyahu told Israel radio 
after meeting Mr. Li during 
a stopover jn .Beijing. 

“Tfas was of course wel- 
comed by us,” the Israeli 
leader ad^d. “It is impor- 


tant. We hope this can be 
used as a sign by other 
countries regarding their 
relations with Iran.” 

Mr. Netanyahu met Mr. 
Li during a brief stop-over 
in China en route to Japan. 

Israel has expressed 
increasing worry over sus- 
pected anempts by Ir^ to 
build nuclear weapons. 

A U.S. commander in the 
Persian Gulf predicted last 
month that Tehran would 
have nuclear weapons 
around the turn of the cen- 
tury and -warned that an 
Iranian military build up in 
the Gulf has increased the 
risk of an incident. 


Iran has tried to purchase 
nuclear know-how from 
several countries but insists 
it will be for “peaceful pur- 
poses.” 

The Islamist government 
in Iran has never recog- 
nised Israel’s right to exist, 
although Israeli officials 
have expressed hope that 
relations could improve 
under the country's rela- 
tively moderate new presi- 
dent, Mohaimnad Khatami. 

Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. Li 
met for nearly an hour to 
discuss “political, ecooom-. 
ic and cultural issues,” an 
Israeli diplomatic source 
told Agence France Presse. 


Mr. Li, who is also a 
member of the Communist 
Party's politburo, invited 
the Israeli prime minister to 
visit in 1998 and 
Netanyahu indicate he 
would “probably” accept, 
the source said. 

Mr. Netanyahu flew on to 
Tokyo for a four-day offi- 
cial visit He then visits 
South Korea for two days 
and is scheduled to make a 
brief stopover in 
Azerbaijan on his way 
hqme._ . . 

China and Israel estab- 
lished diplomatic ties in 
1992. 


Kibbutz’ plan 
of monkey 
farm for 
science met 
with uproar 

TELAVTV (AFP) — A 
southern Israeli kibbutz 
sparked an uproar fiom 
anim al rights groups 
Sunday when news leak^ 
out that it planned to raise 
monkeys for science exper- 
iments in the U.S. 

The Or Haner kibbutz, or 
collective farm, near the 
Gaza Strip is negotiating a 
contract with a U.S. firm to 
raise hundreds of monkeys 
for use in scientific experi- 
ments, the Yediot Ahronot 
newspaper reported 

Sunday. 

The newspaper said the 
kibbutz bad ^ready built 
the cages needed to raise 
the animals. 

The press reports prompt- 
ed an immediate protest 
from the Israeli Animal 
Rights Association. 

“We will not allow these 
monkeys to end up in U.S. 
army laboratories,” said the 
association spokesman, Eti 
Altman. 

Or Haner residents were 
nonplussed by the outcry. 

“What's all the noire 
atout, we raise calves and 
cattle that end up in peo- 
ple's plates, is that bener?” 
said kibbutz secretary 
Moshe Dardik. to the 
YedioL 


Netanyahu seeks to reassure Asian 
investors not to worry over turmoil 


TOKYO (R) — IsraeU Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu arrived in Tokyo 
Sunday with a message fix' 
Japanese investors not to be 
scared of doing burioess in 
Israel because of the present 
turmoU ttere. 

Accompanied by Finance 
Minister Yaacov Neeman and 
a big delegation of Israeli 
business leaders. Mr. 
Netanyahu spends three days 
in Japan before travelling to 
South Korea Wednesday on a 
similar mission. He letums 
home Thursday. 

In a sign of the imponance 
of the visits for Israel’s flag- 
ging ecoHOTiy, Mr. 
Netanyahu went ahead witii 
his trip despite mounting ten- 
sion with F^estinians. 

On the eve of his departure, 
kraeli-backed militia sources 
had reported Israeli troops 
kiUed three Htzboliah guerril- 
las in South Lebanon 
Satunday in Fierce clashes 
that included air raids and 
artillery exchanges. 

The attacks followed a 
breakdown in talks with 
Palestinian President Yas.rer 
Arafat since a July 30 suicide 
bombing in Jerusalem 
brought Middle East peace 
effexis to a halt 

In an interview vrith reuters 
last week on his Asian trip, 
Mr. Netanyahu said he would 
assure inv’estors in Jqian and 
South Korea that peace would 
come to Israel despite present 
setbacks. 


'The first thing that I want 
to say is very clear — we're 
going to peace. We'U 
achieve it,” Mr. Netanyahu 
said in the interview. 

However, Japanese officials 
hare signalled .that words will 
not be enough in convincing 
its investors to put sizeable 
amounts of money into Israel 
at the present time. 

The officials said J^>an was 
keen to strengthen economic 
ties with Israel but wanted 
improvements in the Middle 
East’s political environment. 

"This does not mean we 
will refuse to deal with Israel 
unless there is peace in the 
region. It means we want 
Israel to be very serious about 
the entire peace proces.s.” a 
Japanese Foreign Ministry 
official said last week. 

Israeli exports to Japan in 
1996 totaUed $1.1 billion. 62 
per cent of which were dia- 
monds. Imports were $1.08 
billion. 

In the first bdf of i9^ 
exports slipped to $559 mil- 
lion from ^38 million a year 
earlier while imports fell to 
SS5S.5 million from SS60 
million, the Israel Export 
Institute said. 

Less than three years ago 
Japan and South Korea gave a 
warm welcome to the late 
')^tzhak Rabin, the first IsraeU 
prime minister to visit either 
country. 

Rabin was one of the aiciu- 
tects of the historic 1993 
peace treaty witit (he 


Palestinians, which helped 
open diplomatic and com- 
mercial doois fis' Israel not 
only in the Middle East but 
also as far off as southeast 
Asia. 

Heavily d^ndent on Arab 
oU, Jtqran and Soutii Kuea 
had b^n reluctant until then 
to do business with Israel. 

But since Mr. Netanyahu's 
hardhne Likud Party ousted 
the dovish Labour Party fiom 
power -in 1996, IsraeJi- 
Palestinian relations have 
deteriorated. 

It remains to be seen 
whether Mr. Netanyahu can 
persuade Asian companies to 
hwest in a r^on th^ is still 
perceived as itighly unstable. 

IsraeU officials say Mr. 
Netanyahu aims to bo^t not 
only Jtqxanese investment but 
also i^mote Joint ventures 
between Japanese and Israeli 
firms. 

. Possible projects few 
Japanese jpvestment or joint 
ventures include a high-speed 
railway, an offshore airport 
and advanced inigaticxi os- 
teins. 

Mr. Netanyahu is likely to 
raise in Us talks with 
Japanese lYime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto the lack 
of direct air links with Japan. 

Japan has said tiie lack of 
sp^ at Toliyo's Narita 
Airport and need for addition- 
al security to protect Israel's 
national carrier El Al Airlines 
has stood in the way of an avi- 
ation pact. 


Swiss host 100th anniversary of birth of Zionism 


BASLE (R) — Undeterred 
by an ongoing row between 
Switzerland and world, 
Jewish groups, the city of 
Basle is this month hosting 
the 100th anniversary of an 
historic meeting that 
launched the drive to create 
Israel. 

The first Zionist congress 
in August 1897 is credited 
with transforming scattered 
19th century cdls for a 
Jewish homeland into a sin- 
gle political movement that 
helped change the face of 
the 20th century. 

Switzerland's second- 
biggest city is the scene of 
exhibitions, plays and podi- 


um discussions as part of a 
programme culminating in a 
formal ceremony on August 
3 1 attended by the heads of 
the Israeli and Swiss parlia- 
ments. 

The spotlight will fall on 
Theodore HeizI. a Viennese 
dandy and journalist turned 
Jewish activist who organ- 
ised the congress and Jed 
the Zionist movement until 
his death in 1904 at the age 
of 44. 

“If I were to summarise 
the Basie congress in a few 
words... I would say this: In 
Basle T have founded the 
Jewish state," he wrote in 
his diary three days after the 


August 29-31 gathering. 

“Herzl was to be proved 
right.” wrote historian 
Heiko Haumann of Basle 
University, who organised 
this year's main exhibition 
on the anniversary and edit- 
ed the accompanying book. 
"The First Zionist Congress 
in 1897.” 

'The Zionist movement 
grew from humble begin- 
nings to become a factor of 
historical importance, and 
little more than 50 years bad 
passed as, on November 29. 
1947, the United Nations 
General Assembly agreed to 
the foundation of Israel — 
and the division of 


Palestine,” Mr. Haumann 
wrote. 

Israel .declared its inde- 
pendence on May 14, 1948. 

Jewish criddsm of Swiss 
World War U role the Basle 
organisers want to keep the 
ceremonies separate from 
international criticism, led 
by world Jewish groups, of 
Switzerland’s World War n 
role as a neutral banking 
centre open to the surround- 
ing axis powers, including 
Nazi Germany. 

“These ceremonies were 
first proposed in 1993, 
before this discussion started, 

(Continued on page 3) 






Credibility of H.K. 

siliceous leaves 
a lot to be said 

HONG KONG (R ) ^ 

Hong Kong suig^ 
removed a young girl’s fel- 
lopian tube, tiiinking it was 
her appendix, in the latest 
in a ^ate of alarming bluo- 
ders in the territory’s bo^ 
cals, local newspapers 
reported Sunday. “We all 
make mistakes,” bead of 
surgery Jolm Wong was 
quoted as saying in the 
Sunday Morning Post It 
was not known whether the 
gill’s family planned to 
take legal action against the 
hospitd. Earlier in Match, 
another wevnan bad her 
right fallopian tube cut at 
the hospital during an 
appendectomy. 

U.K. pilot suspended 
after 5-year-oId girl 
takes controls 
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LONDON (R) — A British 
Airways pilot and his co- 
pilot have been suspended 
after reports that a five- ... _ _ 

year-old girl operated con- ^ 

trols on a plane packed f"' ‘‘ 

with holidaymakers, a 
British Airways spokes- 
woman said -Sunday. The 
News of the Worid newspa- 
per reported that the giri 
had sat on the pilot’s knee 
and pressed a button to 
make the plane turn during 
a flight to London fixmi the 
soulh of France. 
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Bay Watch 
captivates jailers 

BERNALILLO (R) — Six 
prisoners escaped from a 
New Mexico county Jail as 
distracted guards and other 
inmates were appreciating 
the- scantily clad female 
lifeguards on the television 
series “BaytiratclC offi- 
cials said. The prisoners 
escaped by cutting a 45- 
cendmetres bole t^ogh a 
thin metal wall v^Ue 
almost everyone else was 
“hootin' and hollerin’ and 
what not” at the popular 
show, jail official John 
Stickler said. 

2-day-old baby 
kidnapped &om 
U,S. hospital 

SEATTLE (R) — A 
W oman masquerading as a 
doctor walked into a local 
hospital early Saturday and 
stole a two^y-old baby 
boy fiom his mother’s 
arras. “She was very, very 
believable,” said Diane 
Gage, a spokeswoman for 
St. Qare Hospital in 
Lakewood, a suburb of 
neighbouring Tacoma 
“She had all the right 
moves and was very confi- 
denL” 

Penguins can’t 
take the heat 

EDINBURGH (R) — A 
Scottish zoo has been 
forced to use sun cream to 
protect its prized collection 
of penguins during an 
unprece&med spell of hot 
sunny weather. The heat 
caused the birds to shed so 
many feathers during their 
annual moult that laige 
patches of bare skin bad to 
be covered with cream, 
Edinburgh zoo said. 

‘Clyde’ was in a 
bad mood during 
b ank robbery 

TOKYO (R) — A knife* 
wielffing teenage couple 
dubbed “Bonnie and 
Clyde” by the Japanew 
media were arrested in 
Ishioka, north of Tokyo, 
after they attempted to rob 
a bank, Japanese newspa- 
pers reported. The daly 
Tol^’o Shimbun said tiie 
17-year-oId construction 
worker, brajadishing rwo 
kitchen knives, and his 16- 
year-old high-school giri- 
fiiend entered a branch of 
the Joyo Bank in Iboraki 
prefecture. The Tokyo 
Shimbun quoted the boy as 
telling police, “I was in a 
bad mood and wanted to 
create a stir at the bank,' 
before he wu.s arrested. 
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